By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

You don’'t know what
you're missing Frank. Ol Blue
Eyes

You could have been here
!U(i;l} when Hoboken s l"!'l‘(‘
Public Library celebrates its
100th birthday

But thanks for the letter
It’l] be added to the library’s
Sinatra !l:!‘”l“!ill‘ll)ii section

As part of the birthday
celebration today, there will
be a science exhibit, a magic
show at noon, and cake and
punch. The event runs from 10
am to2p.m

Library Supervisor Terry
Sasso started the Sinatra
shrine 11 years ago. He re
ceived a letter from the Hobo-
ken native for this year’s anni-
versary: “Congratulations on
100 years of being there, Ho-
boken Public Library. 1 may
not have spent much time in
the building on Park Avenue,
but we are all family,” the
singer wrote

If Sinatra remembers any-
one from his “time” at the
library it is probably Lucille
Cunningham, who ran the
building for four decades un-
til her death in 1979.

A proper woman, Cun-
ningham had strong feelings
about some books, her former
co-workers said. She kept
some books, particularly
about sex, under lock and key
in her inner director’s office.

“We had ‘Joy of Sex’
here,” Sasso recalled. “But
whenever a patron requested
it, it was unavailable.”

The book is now on the
shelf.

The Sinatra museum
shares the same quarters of
tens of thousands of photo-
graphs, city directories dating
back to 1854, and newspaper
clippings in scrapbooks span-
ning three decades.

There are photographs of

Elysian executive pleads guilty

Sinatra enjoys COZ

Sasha Rosado, 10 and Venus Ramirez, 11, fifth graders from D. S. Keale i
» 10 5 Ra , 11, . S. y School, Hoboken, use Hoboken's Publi
Library, which is celebrating its 100th anniversary. At left is Ismael Cruz, 12. t

the June 30, 1900 Hoboken fire
on the waterfront that killed
245 people. The photos show
horse-drawn hearses stretch-
ing the length of Washington
Street.

The Sinatra collection, lo-
cated in the corner of the sec-
ond floor, contains more than
a dozen books about the sing-
er, thousands of newspaper
clippings and photographs.

Former Mayor Steve Cap-
piello held a grand ceremony
at the library 13 years ago
when he donated an original
portrait of the Sinatra and his
mother, Dolly. Sinatra didn’t
show up then either.
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Taxi fare hike expected

Hobolg\gnl Bgised to approve 75-cent increase

7Ch Jo0-/l6-90

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — The cost of catching a cab here
would soon jump from $1.75 to $2.50 under a series
of changes in the city’s taxi regulations expected to
gain City Council approval at tomorrow night’s

meeting.

The fare increase, which would take effect early
next month. is included in an ordinance that also
calls for higher fees and stricter regulation for the

city’s cab owners and drivers

TAXI

While taxi owners are pleased that the council is
moving forward with the first fare increase in a
decade after months of discussion, they feel the 75

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cent boost is too little too late

“We're not satisfied,” said Richard Revoir, the
owner of Hoboken Quick Service. “The cost of
insurance 1s \.k)’!‘()(.kt%lh;} the cost of repairs 1s
skyrocketing and gasoline is going through the roof
They're giving us 75 cents after 10 years? We may
have to fight it.”

Revoir and other owners have battled the city on
many of the proposed changes in the taxi rules. In
many cases, the city has backed down

For example, the city originally proposed boost
ing the annual medallion fee from $50 to $500
When the owners squawked that the increase was |
“outrageous,” the city agreed to set the fee at $100

Please see TAXI Pagé 10

The annual license fee for indi

ing. I think 75 cents would really

But a decision to hang the
portrait of the two smiling
Sinatras dead center in the
library was bitterly contested
by patrons. The portrait now
hangs off to the right of the
main circulation desk.

Still other patrons com-
plained that the library
bought Kitty Kelley’s 600-page
expose into the singer’s life in
her book, “His Way.” There
was even an attempt to pre-
vent Kelley from using the
Sinatra files to do research.

“It was a public library, 1
would not keep the material
from her. 1 didn’t like the
book, but 1 couldn't keep it

from the public,” Sasso said.

In this same room is the
Martindale Hubbell law di-
rectory, a set of reference
books that cost about $2,000.
They were purchased two
years ago by Catherine Mur-
anda, head reference
librarian.

Overlooking Church
Square Park, this stately,
three-floor brick structure of
Italian Renaissance style was
built by the Stevens Family
with $26,000 nearly a century
ago and opened in 1894.

Hoboken was the third li-
brary in the state to organize
under the General Library

Photo by Laune Butcher

Act of 1884. The city's first
library opened Oct. 2, 1890 in
the basement of the Second
National Bank Building at
Second and River streets.

Richard Burke, who be-
gan the library directory in
January, is hoping for state or
federal grant to preserve thel
historical archives and put
some of the material on mi-
crofilm. The library also
wants to replace the build-
ing's copper dome.

Every school day from 4 to
5 p.m. is homework hour and
librarians will help children.
A goal of the library is to make
it more a integral part of the

vidual drivers will rise from $15
to $25 under the ordinance.

Taxi owners also balked at the
city’s proposal to increase the
number of available taxi med-
allions from 43 to 60, saying the
city’s streets are already jammed
with more than enough cabs. Of-
ficials agreed to freeze the
number of medallions at 43.

In addition, the measure would
establish a dress code for cab
drivers and allow the city to set
standards for cleanliness and
maintenance of cabs.

Councilman Edwin Duroy, a co-
sponsor of the revised taxi ordi-
nance, said he understands the
owners would like to see a larger
fare increase, but feels that 75
cents is a step in the right direc-
tion.

“If you were to do an economic
analysis, you might find out the
owners are right,” Duroy said.
“But because of the demand that
exists here during certain times
of the day, taxis never stop mov-

add up.”

The most lucrative times for
taxis are the morning and eve-
ning rush hours, when com-
muters go to and from the PATH
train station. At other times, the
taxi stand near the station is
packed with cabs waiting for
fares.

Revoir and other owners be-
lieve the busy hours don't offset
the slow times. And the proposed
fare increase doesn’t offset the
rising cost of doing business, they
said. \

“We'd like to see the countil
double the fare,” Revoir said.
“Seventy-five cents works out to
7% cents a year, considering
there hasn't been a raise in 10
years. That just isn't enough.”

Revoir said taxi owners are also
struggling because of an increas-
ing number of livery cabs on the
city’s streets. The liveries are
operating as cabs without paying
the same fees, Revoir charged.

Duroy acknowledged that the
council is considering more
stringent regulation of liveries.

community.

At the Statehouse
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By Bill Campbell
Journal staff writer

Ernest Badaracco Jr., who as chief
executive of Elysian Federal Savings
Bank guided the thrift to tremendous
growth during the boom years of the
1980s, pleaded guilty yesterday to four
felony charges.

Badaracco admitted to defraud-
ing Hoboken-based Elysian of
$350,000 between 1984 and his ouster
by the institution’s board of directors
in 1987.

He faces a maximum of 20 years in

Badaracco faces

prison and $1 million in fines when he
is sentenced on Dec. 17 before U.S.
District Judge Alfred Lechner.

“I am very satisfied (by the plea),”
said U.S. Attorney Michael Chertoff.
“The problems at Elysian were very
visible and the crimes are a classic
case of the problems that lie at the
root of the S&L industry.”

Badaracco's indictment in August
and subsequent plea is the second

major bank fraud victory for the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in as many months.
In September, the president of United
Savings Bank of Paterson pleaded
guilty to defrauding his thrift of $2.5
million.

Badaracco, 59, told Lechner yes-
terday he received $350,000 in busi-
ness for three electrical contracting
firms he and members of his family
controlled, in return for granting

20-year sentence, $1M fine

loans to contractors.

He also admitted to having inten-
tionally deceived the Elysian board
concerning benefits.

Badaracco authorized loans by
Elysian to the contractors on the con-
dition they hire Badaracco Brothers,
Co. of Hoboken, 1067 Electric of Hobo-
ken, and Bad-Mar, Inc. of Hackensack.
Each company was either owned by
Badaracco or a member of his family.

Chertoff said Badaracco's crimes
were not the sole reason for Elysian’s
collapse in February of 1989 at a cost
to taxpayers of $33.5 million.

He had faced 200 years in prison
and fines of $10 million in the indict-
ment on additional charges of extor-
tion. Chertoff said he could not com-
ment on the plea agreement, but
acknowledged that other investiga-
tions into Elysian’s collapse were
continuing.

A source familiar with the investi-

See ELYSIAN — Page 4

Elysian executive admits defrauding S&L

Continued from Page 1

gation said in exchange for ad-
mitting to four felony charges,
Badaracco would become a
witness for the government in
the ongoing probe. That inves-
tigation will focus on crimes
involving other thrift officers
and contractors, the source
said.

Badaracco, who lives in
Brielle, was not available for
comment. His attorney, Gerald
Miller of Jersey City, was not
available.

Badaracco also faces civil
suits from four developers to

recover money lost in joint ven-
tures with Elysian to develop
real estate in Hoboken. The
developers claim Badaracco
threatened to foreclose on
their loans if they didn’t hire
one or all of the electrical
companies.

“I can't see much of a dif-
ference between Badaracco's
plea in this case and my case,”
said Perry Belfiore, one of the
developers. The civil suits,
which are before U.S. District
Judge Maryanne Trump Barry,
were placed on hold until the
criminal case was resolved.

Badaracco guided Elysian
through a period of tremen-
dous growth after assuming the
helm in the 1970s of the institu-
tion which was founded by his
father and Anton Vezzetti, fa-
ther of the late Hoboken Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti.

Assets grew from less than
$30 million in 1970 to $286 mil-
lion in August of 1987 when
dearacco was ousted by Ely-
sian’s board, about a month af-
ter a routine audit by the Fed-
eral Home Loan Board.

Elysian’s board hired a
Negw York management compa-

ny to run the thrift.

The managers quickly im-
plemented new accounting
procedures and added to re-
serves to cover bad real estate
deals.

Elysian was placed into
conservatorship by the Office
of Thrift Supervision and
transferred to the Resolution
Trust Corp.

The RTC sold Elysian’s
branches and certain assets
and liabilities to Pamrapo Sav-
ings Bank of Bayonne on May
31, 1990.

Hoboken waterfron vote trial ends

/ i Eo
JERSEY CITY — The vﬁ? @%& revoﬁir_\’g arounﬂlleged voting

! t develop-
ties in Hoboken's July referendum on \\{aterfron
;nr:rﬁo‘;:g;:iesyc::terday. with the attorney challenging the waterfront
lan’s defeat delivering his final argument. 4
. ?lglfn Carbone, representing the Committee to Save l*lob:)ke‘;:‘,1 as:tiz :
Assignment Judge Arthur N. D'Italia of }_luc‘ison Coun gS(L) mpﬁlion
Court here to erase the 12-vote defeat of thecity's propo.:'d gy -
development agreement with the Port Authority of New Yor

dorsey. : i D’Italia to simply change
Carbone said state law allowskl:dmﬂt; ??kige to “send it back to the

Jection’s results, but he as h . t :
t:‘:fir?\ate judges — send it back to the judges in. Hoboken,” referring to
oters there. ‘ . 2

! D’'Italia said the case would be “given highest priority,

indicate when he would hand down a g%gi\%?\.lll) K. SHANAHAN.

” but did not

Stevens would share
research gear funding

TRENTON — Stevens Institute of Technology in Hobo-
ken would share $8 million in 1988 voter-approved bond
funds for the Center for Surface Engineered Materials
urnider a bill released yesterday by the Assembly Education
Committee.

Assemblyman Bernard F. Kenny Jr., Hoboken Demo-
crat, sponsored the bill appropriating $35.1 million from the
Jobs, Education and Competitiveness Bond Act. Stevens is
one of five state institutions to share the funds fo buy
research equipment.

The measure now goes to the Assembly Appropriations
Committee.

Other Hudson bills also were released yesterday and
sent to the Senate and Assembly floor for votes later this
year would:

e require foreign vessels to take on harbor pilots while
operating between Sandy Hook and Atlantic City, by Assem-
bly Speaker Joseph V.Doria Jr., Bayonne Democrat, to curb
oil spill pollution.

e permit payroll deductions for contributions by politi-
cal action committees, by Sen.Thomas F. Cowan, Jesey City
Democrat.

e require reporting of toy related injuries and deaths,
by Cowan.

e require dealers to notify the public of hazardous toys,
by Cowan.

e permit school districts to pay fees of school bus
drivers in obtaining and renewing commercial driver li-
censes, by Assemblyman Athony Impreveduto, Secaucus
Democrat.

e would prohibit use of collision waiver fees that add
$10 a day to the cost of renting autos, by Assemblyman
Joseph Charles Jr., Jersey City Democrat.

erequire a bureau of fire safety to investigate fire-
fighter deaths or injuries in the line of duty, by Cowan.
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By Patricii Scott
Journal staff writer

. AMotorlsts accustomed to an ago-
nizingly slow trickle of traffic along
Hoboken’s 14th Street viaduct have

cause to rejoice: after four yvears of

repair work, the span is fully opera
tional once again

County Executive Robert Janis
zewski joined local and state offi-
cials at the foot of the viaduct yester-
day for a ribbon-cutting ceremony

celebrating the formal re-opening of

the 14th Street viaduct

The massive repair project,
which began in May 1987. cost $9.2
million, up $500,000 from the origi
nal estimates of $8.7 million. Re

ken traffic flow1
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ng freely again

Viaduct repairs completed after 4 years;
$9M project expected to last for 20 years

awaited,” Janiszewski said yester
day. “What's even more important,
however, is that the 14th Street via
duct now has a life expectancy of 20
years.”

State engineers stress that the
county must provide continuous

maintenance over those 20 years. if

the bridge
condition
More than 17,000 vehicles travel
each day over the 80-year-old span,
which links Hoboken's 14th Street

Is 1o remain in prime

pounded repairs and caused numer-
ous contractual snags and delays.

Problems at the span included
huge holes in steel plates beneath
the roadway, rust and corrosion
throughout the bridge, deteriorated
girders and beams, cracks in the
abutments and bent and broken
bolts.

In the early 1980's, state traffic
consultants suggested the complete
replacement of the 1460-foot-long
span. County Engineer Borivoj Ja-

was the primary problem, according
to DOT engineer lke Mardekian,
chief state engineer for the project.

In a separate project, the DOT in
1982 set up a temporary concrete
abutment along the viaduct's south
wing, about nine feet out from the
100-foot-high retaining wall of the
Palisades. The abutment was built
to protect motorists from falling
rocks.

The 100-year-old retaining wall
that borders Washington Park has
been crumbling for some time, offi-
cials said

The concrete barriers narrow
the road by about three yards and
force motorists to make narrow
turns to avoid hitting the abutment

pairs were made by William F

garty Construction, Inc

remainder by state funds
“This moment

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The Hoboken City Council will
vote tonight on the $34 million budget,
which contains nearly $3 million more
in spending and carries an estimated
tax rate increase of $4.50.

The time-honored Industrial
School, which has been operating for
94 years, is not being funded by the
administration and will close unless
the council intervenes tonight

Business Administrator Edwin
Chius yesterday said he doesn’t want
the city to contribute $23,000 to run
the night school because “it is the
biggest, political patronage club
house in the city.”

Two teachers, women in their 80s

! Eighty
percent of the project was funded by
the federal Highway Authority, the

has been

He¢ with the Union City-Jersey
Heights border near the |
Towers

but the extreme decay

have been teaching at thé school for
50 years.

When told of the business admin-
istrator’s remark, Josephine Valente,
school director, responded, “give me a
break. He's nuts.” »

A public hearing on boosting taxi
cab fares from $1.75 to $2.50 will also
be held tonight.

Concerning the budget, the 1990
spending plan is expected to increase
the existing rate of $17.52 to $21.80 per
$1.000 of assessed valuation, accord-
ing to Mavor Patrick Pasculli, who
said he is not happy with the rate but
that it was the best he could do given
the city's financial status

Pasculli based his 1990 spending
plan on receiving $8 million from the
Port Authority of New York and New

Original projections called
repair work to be completed by May
long 1988

Hoboken closin
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tor

com

ity sek, who attended yesterday's re-
i opening ceremonies, said the in-
work
necessitated the alternate closing of

depth level of repair

the road’s sides

Jersey to co-develop the southern
waterfront.

But in a special referendum, vot-
ers rejected the plan and the 50-year
deal with the bistate agency. The state
intervened and is lending Hoboken
$7.2 million to get out of its fiscal
predicament.

Even with that money, because of
increased spending, increases in op-
erational costs as well as reductions
in state aid, the city’s tax rate will go
up by nearly $4.50

The Board of Education handed
teachers a $5 million contract in April
giving 344 teachers more than a 30
percent raise over a three-year
period

As part of an austerity plan, Pas
culli said he has laid off 110 city

Corrosion of structural beams

remove the barriers

situation

workers. Councilman Joseph Della
Fave said that only 60 of those work-
ers are full-time employees.

The mayor eliminated funding for
the Industrial School, opened 94 years
ago by the Stevens Family to provide
night classes for adults.

The state’s financing of $21,000
depends on the city’s funding. The
school is open four nights of week and,
aside from a $5 registration fee, is free
to the public

The courses include instructions
in computers, beginning and ad-
vanced typing, foreign languages as
well as English as a Sccond Language
Art lessons, sewing, millinery and ce-
ramic classes are also offered

But Chius says the program it has
lost its purpese as an Industrial

There are no announced plans te

County officials yesterday said
they are investigating if any plans
are in the works to correct that

g Industrial School doors after 94 years

School. He objected to a plan to begin
teaching resume writing this fall, a
.slull‘ he said is not necessary to get a
job in a factory.

Josephine Valente, director of the
school, said that Chius’ remark about
the school being a patronage mill was
“ridiculous.”

“This school has been here for 94
years and lasted dozens of mayors. To
say it is a political is ridiculous,”
Valente said.

“If it is political, why did they
send 20 police officers here a year and
a half ago to learn how to type,” Va-
lente said.

She said that the school has an
enrolilment of 350 people annually.
This September was the first time the
doors did not open.

$34 million budget

defeat

By Eugene King
Journal correspondent

The Hoboken City Council
dealt Mayor Patrick Pasculli's
administration two stiff defeats
last night, as it killed the pro-
posed $34 million 1990 budget
and saved the Hoboken Indus-
trial School.

The proposed budget
would have increased spend-
ing by $3 million and hiked
taxes by $4.50.

Councilman Richard Eng-
land said the fiscal problem
was so bad, he could shut down
the city government tomorrow,
lay off all city employees, and
taxes would only decrease 30
cents.

Anne Cerbo, chairwoman
of PUSH, or People United to
Save Hoboken, stood and asked
the mayor to resign for the good
of the city.

“On behalf of the PUSH or-
ganization, I am calling on the
City Council to ask Mayor Pas-
culli to resign from his politi-
cal office because he is a com-
plete failure as the chief
administrator of the city of

by Council

Hoboken.”

Councilman Edwin Duroy
defended the budget, He said
that if the council did not pass
it, the state would intervene,
which would lead to even high-
er taxes.

Voting against the budget
were England, Thomas New-
man, Joseph Della Fave and
Steve Cappiello. Councilmen
David Roberts, Duroy, Lourdes
Arroyo, and Richard Del Boc-
cio voted for the budget. The
weary councilmen moved into
an emergency session to solve
the budget crisis. The meeting
was expected to last into early
Thursday morning.

In a second political set-
back. the Pasculli administra-
tion’s plans to cut funding to
the Hoboken Industrial School
were sidetracked.

The council voted unani-
mously to add $20,000 to the
budget to save the school.

The City Council referred a
request by Hoboken cabbies
for a fare increase to the city
department of Transportation
for further study




Referendum election violations

inquiry in Hoboken culminating

By Earlene C. MeMic hael

Journal stafy writer

I'he state Superior ( ourt
inquiry into allegations of im-
proprieties during Hoboken's
July 10 waterfront referendum
election is winding dow n after
four weeks of detailed testimo-
ny in Jersey City

Closing arguments began
Ve rday, and more arguments
are expected at 1:30 p.m. today
before Hudson ounty A.\.\mn‘v
ment Judge Arthur N. D'Italia

Attorney John M. Carbone

representing the Committee to
Save Hoboken which request
ed the court inquiry, antici-
pates D'Italia will rule by early
next week

Carbone contends 14 legal
votes were rejected during the
referendum election, which. if
counted now, could make a dif-
ference in the election results.

Seven uncounted absentee
ballots should have been tabu-
lated and seven voters were
unable to vote at the polls be-
cause sites were not open or
voting materials had not ar-
rived, Carbone said

~ g g

On the ballot was a Port
Authority of New York and
New Jersey proposal to devel-
op Hoboken's southern water-
front, which voters defeated by
12 votes.

Authority officials say the
project would have cost up to
$600 million and netted the city
about $30 million over a six
year period

The Committee to Save Ho-
boken, which supported the
proposal, requested in court
records that D’Italia either de.
clare the proposal duly passed
or void election results and or
der another one.

The committee claims non
residents voted; unofficial per-
sonnel operated polling sites:
legal votes were rejected by
some polling places that did
not open on time; and votes
were cast in the names of dead
people.

h Yesterday, attorney lIra
Karasick, representing a group
which opposed the waterfront
proposal and fought hard to
win voters the power to decide
its fat'e, conceded some irregu-
larities occurred but not

State to Hoboken:
Pa\sr_sjjggglgoet now

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The state warned Hoboken
yesterday to end its deadlock
and adopt the municipal bud-
get or risk losing a $7.2 million
loan.

The threat has apparently
broken the 44 deadlock on the
City Council and the budget —
now listed at $34 million — is
expected to be approved at a
special council meeting next
week.

Councilman Richard En-
gland, who had broken his ties
with Mayor Patrick Pasculli
and voted against the budget
has had a change of heart and
says he will not jeopardize the
state money.

He had voted against pas-
sage with Councilmen Joseph
Della Fave, Thomas Newman
and Steve Cappiello.

England said he would vote
for the budget, “if I get pressed
into ‘pass what you got or in-
crease the rate’.”

Cappiello, after the state
threat, said he would reconsid-
er his vote after he has a
chance to speak about wasteful
spending to Barry Skokowski,
state director of local govern-
ment services.

England also wants state
permission to Jlower the
amount of money the city has to
earmark for uncollected taxes.

That budget item affects
the tax rate.

Pasculli, who said he was
disappointed by the council’s
4-4 vote Wednesday night, said
he will call a special meeting
next week.

“Our councilmen have be-
come role models for U.S. con-

See STATE — Page 6
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enough to warrant overturning |

the election

He noted not one “scintil-
la” of testimony suggested that
fraud, corruption or miscon-
duct took place — the legal
requirements to void an elee-
tion

“When you look at the zl-
leged misconduct, it comes
down to mere irregularities ”
said Karasick representing the
Coalition for a Better
Waterfront

He said irregularities must
be aimed at helping a faction
win the election. Such evyi-
dence was not revealed during
the 13 days of court testimony,
he said E

Attorney Thomas P. Cal.
ligy, representing Hoboken
City Clerk James Farina, blast-
ed the Hudson County Board of
Elections for trying to blame
his client for any mistakes
made on Election Day, such as
leaving polling sites un-
manned

Calligy said the ultimate
authority that ensures polling
places are properly staffed lies
with the Board of Elections,

After budget rejected

‘State blasts Hob

State to Hoboken: Pass budget °
or risk losing that $7.2M loan

Continued from Page 1
gressmen,” said Business Ad-
ministrator Edwin Chius

The $34 million spending
plan includes about a 25 per-
cent increase in Hoboken's
property tax rate

The existing property tax
rate of $17.52 per $1,000 as-
sessed valuation will increase
to $21.80

Pasculli had based his 1990
spending plan on receiving $8
million from the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey
from a deal to co-develop the
southern waterfront with the
city.

yB»ul Hoboken residents, in
a special referendum in July,
rejected that plan by 12 votes
and the anti¢ipated $8 million
was lost to the city.

The state subsequently in-
tervened and promised to loan
$7.2 million to Hoboken.

Without that money, the
municipal tax rate would have
increased to $27.50.

State Assemblyman Ber-
nard Kenny, D-Hoboken, met
with Skokowski late yesterday
afternoon and was told by the
director that he planned to
write a letter to the Hoboken

Closing arguments presented

in Hob,oke_l}s,l_'%t}

T 0.0
Attoxq;yl, yésterday

sented the last of closing argu-
ments in a state Superior Court
inquiry into allegations of im-
proprieties during Hoboken's
July 10 waterfront referendum
election.

Now the case is in the
hands of Judge Arthur N. D’Ita-
lia, who has been asked to ei-
ther void the election results
which defeated a Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jer-
sey waterfront proposal or de-
clare the proposal duly passed.
He may rule by next week.

The Committee to Save Ho-

rendum case

boken, which supported the de-
feated proposal and requested
the court inquiry, claims in
court papers that numerous im-
proprieties occurred, inciud-
ing non-residents voting and
votes being cast in the names of
dead people.

Yesterday, closing argu-
ments were presented by the
committee’s attorney, John M.
Carbone, and by state Deputy
Attorney General David
Dembe, on behalf of the Hud-
son County Board of Elections
and the county Office of the
Superintendent of Elections.

City Council members instruct-
ing them to adopt the budget or
to run the risk of losing the $7.2
million state loan.

“Barry is going to send a
letter to the council to adopt
the budget or there could be a
reconsideration of the state aid
package,” said Skokowski's
spokesman Jay Johnston.

“The governor and Assem-
blyman Kenny spent a lot of
time to put the aid package
together. _

“Hoboken should act in
good faith. They have not done
that and essentially everything
will go back on the table if the
council continues to delay
adoption,” Johnston said.

Newman, who represents
the city's First Ward, said that
he was unfazed by the state
threat to reconsider the $7.2
million loan and said that he
still plans to vote against the
budget.

“It's a symbolic vote,” New-
man said.

“But I think Joe Della Fave
and I deserve a ‘no’ vote be-
cause we have consistently vot-
ed against what got us in this
position,” Newman said.

“We should have been

BUDGET

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

more prudent last year when
we spent the P.A. money

“Instead, we went on a
spending spree because we dis-
covered a pot of gold at the
waterfront.

“And even with the water-
front money, we knew we had a
structural problem but yet we
went ahead, spent all this mon-
ey and acted like Fat City,”
Newman said

Cappiello said that Pas-
culli should be working on the
1991 budget and should not
make the same mistake of try-
ing to use the waterfront to
finance the operation of the
city’s government.

“That money (generated by
waterfront revenue) should be
the cream of the crop and used
for a rainy day,” Cappiello
said.

Pasculli said that he is stil}
going to push for a waterfront
development plan to derive al-
ternative revenues for the city.

During the 10 months that
the city has operated without a
budget, about $10 million has
been borrowed to run the city:

That borrowing has cost
the city's tapayers about
$384,000 in interest.
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hreatens to yank
$7.2 million in aid

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Upset by the
City Council’s rejection of a 1990
municipal budget, state officials
yesterday threatened to revoke a
$7.2 million emergency aid pack-
age designed to save the city from
financial chaos.

Barry Skokowsi, director of the
state Local Government Services
Division, urged the council to
reconsider its vote or face the
possibility of losing state fund-
ing.

“Barry is obviously very upset
at the council’s inability to adopt
a budget after all the work he and
city representatives did to put
together the aid package,” said
state spokesman Jay Johnston.
“He feels he was working in good
faith and is not convinced the
council is doing the same.”

But the four council members
who opposed — and defeated —
the $34 million budget Wednes-
day defended their vote yester-
day. They called the budget’s de-
feat a statement against new
taxes and Mayor Patrick
Pasculli’s spending policies.

Councilmen Joseph Della Fave
and Thomas Newman, ardent
Pasculli foes, appeared unwilling
to change their positions.

“I'm not giving my approval to
a budget when I've been arguing
against the administration’s
spending practices all along,”
Della Fave said. “We're looking
at a 25 percent tax increase be.
cause we spent money we didn’t
have.”

The council deadlocked 4-4 on
the budget. A majority was
needed to pass the plan.

Councilmen Steve Cappiello
and Richard F. England Jr. joined
Newman and Della Fave in vot-
ing against the budget. Council
members David Roberts, Lourdes

MAYOR PATRICK PASCULLI
Says vote was ‘irresponsible’

Arroyo, Richard Del Boccio and
Edwin Duroy voted to adopt the
spending plan.

. Council President E. Norman
Wilson, who would have cast the
deciding vote, was i1l and did not
attend the meeting.

The budget would have in
creased the local property tax
rate from $17.52 per $1,000 of
assessed value to about $21.80
per $1,000.

If the council does not adopt »
budget soon, the city — which has
yet to send out third-quarter tax
bills — will face cashflow prob
lems, said city Business Adminis
trator Edwin Chius.

Without a budget, and there
fore a tax rate, the city has been
forced to borrow $13 million so far
this year to meet its own financial
obligations, as well as those of the
school system. Chius said the
council’s action will cost the city
$3,300 a day in interest on

Please see AEUBRG\Ef?’age 4

outstanding tax anticipation
notes.

England, usually a staunch
Pasculli ally, said he simply
couldn’'t stomach the tax in-
crease.

“l realize the risk involved,”
England said. “I just don’t know
that we did all we could to ident-
ify new revenues. | see it as my
responsibility to provide the best
services for the lowest amount of
taxes. ] don’t know if we're giving
our residents a fair shake.”

Pasculli said he is waiting for a
letter from Skokowski before call-

ing an emergency council meet-

ing to vote on the budget again.

The mayor characterized a vote
agairst the budget as “political
posturing and rhetoric and total-
ly irresponsible.”

The budget stalemate appears
to have shattered recent efforts to
forge a new spirit of council coop-
eration.

Overshadowed by
Wednesday's deadlock were two
resolutions, one sponsored by
Della Fave and the other by Rob-
erts, that outlined a series of
measures aimed at getting an
earlier — and more complete —
jump on the budget process.

Council chief
failed Hoboken

Th} éﬁ@&cwbw t{%;/z ‘ia.?‘l\?orman

Wilson wimped out.

Wilson is the Hoboken City Council presi-
dent, a position that carries with it a nice title,
a little power, a small amount of prestige — and
somewhat more responsibility than the average

Hoboken Council to meet tonight on budget passage

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

o 1 IR
Journal staff writer ;p ~3; Y0

A special Hoboken City Council
meeting has been called for tonight to
break a deadlock over the 1990 city
budget, which could increase the tax
rate by nearly $4.50 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli called for
the meeting on Friday.

At the same time, Barry Sko-
kowski, the state’s director of local
government services, issued a tersely
worded letter warning council mem-
bers they could jeopardize the $7.2
million state aid package by failing to
adopt a spending plan.

“Failure to adopt a budget is an

abdication of the responsibility of the
governing body,” Skokowski wrote.

“Ifthe budget is not adopted with-
in seven days, you will be in violation
of the local budget law and this
directive.”

An unadopted budget would go to
Skokowski's office. Hoboken is the
only municipality in the state without
an adopted budget, said Jay Johnston,
Skokowski's aide.

The $34 million budget will most
likely pass tonight. Councilmen Rich-
ard England and Steve Cappiello, who
joined Councilmen Joseph Della Fave
and Thomas Newman in opposition to
the budget last week, said they will
reverse their earlier votes if the state
aid is at risk.

State may take over

Ho
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Newman and Della Fave have op-
posed the administration’s spending
policies for the last year. Cappiello’s
criticism has become public in the
last few months.

Even if the budget is approved
tonight, taxpayers can expect to re-
ceive one walloping tax bill between
now and December to cover the last
two tax quarters.

In normal years, taxpayers re-
ceive bills in August and November to
fund the last six months of a spending
plan. Those bills also cover any tax
increases because the first two tax
bills are estimated based on the exist-
ing tax rate, said Louis Picardo, tax
collector.

This year is different. Taxpayers

will get two quarters in one bill and
will absorb the tax increase in one
bill instead of two.

The council deadlocked last week
because a Pasculli ally joined admin-
istration critics. England, a Pasculli
ally, opposed the budget because it
contains about a 25 percent increase
in the tax rate. The existing rate of
$17.52 per $1,000 of assessed valuation
will increase to $21.80.

City Council President E. Norman
Wilson has been ill and unable to
attend council meetings. Voting for
the budget were council members
Richard Del Boccio, Lourdes Arroyo,
David Roberts and Edwin Duroy.

Pasculli based his 1990 spending
plan on receiving $8 million from the

Port Authority from a deal to co-devel-
op the southern waterfront. But resi-
dents in a special July referendum
rejected that plan.

The state subsequently inter-
vened and loaned Hoboken $7.2 mil-
lion. Without that money, the tax rate
would have increased to $27.50.

Pasculli will also introduce to-
night a seven-point plan asking the
council to set up workshops and re-
solve ways to increase revenues other
than from real estate taxes, increase
the city’s tax base, develop a six-year
fiscal plan, adopt a zero spending
budget system, and evaluate staff in
city departments and the Board of
Education. Della Fave made a similar
request last October.

ocked on budget

councilman.

Not much responsibility, mind you. But at the |
very least, being City Council president obliges
you to be present for the most crucial City
Council vote of the year. :

Yet when the council met Wednesday night to
vote on an austerity budget designed to rescue |
Hoboken from financial failure, Wilson was
missing.

Without him, the council deadlocked 4-4 on
the spending plan, consigning it to failure.

It is now late Qctober. Hoboken has no
budget. It has no tax rate. It cannot send out tax
bills, which means it cannot collect tax revenue,
which means it won’t have enough money to
pay its bills.

In short, Hobokéhn is on its way up the Hudson
River without a paddle.

Norman Wilson shoulders much of the blame.
His vote could have been the decisive one to pass
the budget and send the city on its way to fiscal
recovery.

Even if he had voted against the budget, at
least he would have made his position known.

But he didn't. He ducked and he hid. His
position remains unclear — unless, of course,
his position is that he doesn’t care what hap- |
pens to the city.

In his defense, Wilson was ill. He had been in
the hospital for a week prior to the vote.

But the illness does not appear to be life-
threatening, and it doesn't appear to have |
precluded his presence. Arrangements could

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — In a move that
could cripple the city financially,
the City Council last night failed
to adopt a $34 million municipal
budget for 1990,

The council deadiocked 4-4 on
the spending plan

The tie vote means the state
may be forced to draw up this
year’s budget for the city and
strike a local tax rate.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli said he

HOBOKEN

was shocked by the vote. He and
other officials said the vote would
have dire consequences.

City Finance Director Nicholas
Goldsack said that without a
budget, the city could have a hard
time paying its bills.

“I'm appalled that the council
would act so irresponsibly,” he
said. “This could cause immedi-
ate cash flow problems.”

Councilman Richard F. Eng-
land Jr., usually a staunch
Pasculli ally, cast the decisive
fourth vote to defeat the budget.
He joined Council Members

dJoseph Della Fave, Thomas New-
man and Steve Cappiello. Coun-
cil Members David Roberts,
Lourdes Arroyo, Edwin Duroy
and Richard Del Boccio voted to
adopt it. Council President E.
Norman Wilson was ill and did
not attend the meeting.

“Ican’t bring myself to vote for
this budget,” said England, clear-
ly uncomfortable with his de.
cision. “If I'm going to be ident-
ified as the enemy of the people,
so be it.”

The' proposed $34 million
spending plan included a nearly

25 percent increase in the local
tax levy. The budget called for a
property tax rate of roughly
$21.80 per $1,000 of assessed
value. The current rate is $17.52
per $1,000.

The budget also reflected what
Pasculli called “the most am.
bitious austerity program this
city has ever had.”

“I'm disappointed. I'm embar-
rassed,” Pasculli said. “The vote
against the budget is nothing
more than political rhetoric.
That’s all I've heard for two
months.”

Last night's vote marked the
second time since July that the
city has teetered on the brink of
fiscal disaster. On July 10, voters
rejected a $30 million develop-
ment deal with the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey, creating an $8 million
gap in this year’s budget.

In the wake of the July vote,
Pasculli and his supporters on the
council scrambled to fill the
shortfall. The state eventually
came to the rescue with a $7.2

Please see HOBOKEN Page 15
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have been made — if only the effort had been.

Maybe Wilson's real illness was budget-itis.

Maybe, with his seat up for re-election next
year, he didn’t want to be labeled as the man
who cast the deciding vote for a 25 percent tax
hike.

Maybe he preferred to sit on the sidelines and
watch his colleagues grapple with the unen
viable task of salvaging the city’s future.

Maybe he couldn’t make a decision. Maybe he
didn’t want to.

The' City Council deserved better than that.
More importantly, so did the people of Hoboken.

oboken referendum

During 13 days of tesumony, Carbone  even though he didn’t have to be at work

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

million aid package

After last night's vote, it ap
have

peared those efforts may
been in vain.

R —————

The state may now be forced to
take over the city’s budget, poss-
ibly pushing the tax rate even

higher

The Hudson Dispatch

JERSEY CITY — Attorneys yesterday
urged Hudson County’s top judge not to
tamper with the public rejection of a
$600 million project to rebuild part of
Hoboken's decayed waterfront

In his final argument in a case
challenging the results of a July refer-
endum, attorney Ira Karasick said
Hoboken's voters narrowly — but sound
ly —defeated the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey project

“Overal well-run and
Karasick told Assigy

3
we had a

smooth election.’

Hudson County Superior Court, here
“The results were close, but a close result
doesn’t mean an election should be over-
turned.”

Karasick represents the Coalition for a
Better Waterfront. The coalition helped
defeat, by 12 votes, a plan for the Port
Authority to lease 32 acres of city land
and build 3.2 million square feet of resi
dential, commercial and office space

The defeat created a massive revenue
shortfall for the city, which had expected
to receive $8 million this yvear from the
Port Authority. The city laid off close to
120 municipal employees earlier this

The legal challenge to the polling was
launched by the Committee to Save
Hoboken, led by city police Sgt. Thomas
Meehan.

The committee, claiming the refer.
endum was rife with irregularities,
wants D'Ttalia to invalidate enough
votes to change the outcome or order a
second election

John Carbone, committee attorney, is
expected to give his final argument
today. State Deputy Attorney General
David Dembe, representing the Hudson
County Board of Elections

also is to give
his final pitch today

produced 14 voters he says were illegally
barred from voting. Half of those went to
the polling places which either were not
open or were understaffed, according to
Carbone. The others cast absentee
ballots that the board wrongly rejected,
Carbone said ‘

But Karasick vesterday questioned
the legitimacy of Carbone’s claims,

”Uhﬂkt'l] Pol H'? Officer Fr:mk SOtU. f()r
example, testified that he went to his
P\*”ng phm at 7 am. w hen ‘ll was
supposed to open, Karasick said. Byt
Soto left after waiting just five minutes,

until 8 a.m., Karasick said, adding the
polling place opened no later than 7:3(
am.

“You have to make some effort, whic!
means you have to ask some questions
and wait sometimes,” Karasick said

Karasik dismissed allegations
Board of Elections officials and cit
Clerk James J. Farina purposely mis
handled the referendum

“There’s not one scintilla of ey idence
Yo suggest fraud,” he said
scintilla of evidence to suggest corrug
tion.”

“not one
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Cuts will help
Hoboken future

It’s not surprising that the Hobo
ken City Council finally approved
the 1990 municipal budget essential
ly as proposed by the administration
of Mayor Patrick Pasculli.

The city budget dilemma had
been lingering far too long.

It's true there had been little
incentive for council members to
wish to associate themselves with a
¢ity budget that not only raises taxes
this year but includes a loan from
the state that may have an adverse
financial effect in the future. But by
the same token, there were few con-
structive suggestions from budget
opponents about cuts that would

elp this year’s municipal expendi-
tures, and continued delay might
have threatened the package of fi-
nancing help that had been worked
out with the state.

Even after the vote this week, the
late budget will mean that the tax
bills will be sent out terribly late.
The city taxpayers will be getting a
severe shock when they get both the
August and November property tax
bills late next month.

The two positive signs for the
future were the spending cuts in the
“budget, which even administration
critic Joseph Della Fave said would
produce an austere budget if they
remain in effect next year, and the
offer of Pasculli to set up workshops
leading to a six-year fiscal plan.

Cuts late in the calendar year
have little effect on that year’s bud-
get, but that doesn’t make them
unimportant.

They should signal a commit-
ment to keep down the amount of
money that goes from the taxpayer
to the public employee. That kind of
commitment must be kept even
while seeking new sources of reve-
nue for the financially strapped city.

Official faces down a dangerous enemy

Hoboken council approves
municipal budget for 1990

Continued from Page 1

Even with the state aid or
development money, the tax
rate increased by $4.28 — the
current rate is $17.52 be-
cause of increased spending,
increases in costs and reduc-
tion in state aid.

“The answer is not always
cutting personnel and ser-
vices," Pasculli said

After the waterfront deal
was rejected, Pasculli axed 110
jobs from the city payroll and
submitted the budget to the
council in August.

Pasculli said he will not
rehire the employees who lost
their jobs.

But Councilman Richard
Del Boccio, who took a week-
end tour of the city, said that
perhaps the administration cut
too heavily in the Public Works
Department.

While the mayor criticized
the council for failing to make a
specific recommendation on
the budget, Newman and Della
Fave noted that the budget was
nearly 75 percent spent before
the council ever received it.

“This is not an austerity

Hoboken plan

Schools

Dis P#
cou _g_?be
closed

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch
HOBOKEN — T'wo of the city’s

six elementary schools could be
shut down next September under
an ambitious consolidation pla:
being considered by the Board of
Education.

The city’s school system would
be divided into two zones, each
with two schools.

One school in each zone would

| serve pre-kindergarten through
| Grade 3; the other would handle

Grades 4 to 7.

Eighth graders would be moved
to Hoboken High School.

“I'm excited about this plan,”
said board member Claire De
Palma. “I'm sure some parents
aren’t going to be happy, but I
think this addresses the question
that our buildings are underused,
and I know it's sound educa-
tionally.”

Under the plan, which is an
outgrowth of the board’s recently
completed five-year facilities
study, the Thomas Connors
School and the Joseph Brandt

Please see SCHOOLS PageVG

20 drums of PCBs

will soon be gone
By DAVID nﬂuvgli%é 20-~3/-50

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Developer Anthony Dell’Aquila yesterday hired a
company to cart 20 drums of highly toxic chemicals off his waterfront
property — more than a year after the state ordered him to remove the

containers.

In a letter to state authorities, Dell’Aquila Enterprises said it hired
Clean Ventures Inc. to dispose of the drums, which are filled with

polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs.

The company will pay for the cleanup and also will hire security

guards to watch the drums until they are removed.

PCBs are dangerous chemicals usually found in electrical systems
and transformers. They are believed to cause cancer and birth defects.
In June 1989, the state Department of Environmental Protection
ordered Dell’Aquila to remove all hazardous materials from his

property next to the Hudson River.

Peter Cohen, Hudson County emergency management coordinator, |

Please see DRUMS Page 25
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budget. It is a spending budget.
If the cuts remain intact next
year, we will have an austere
budget and layofYs of a serious
magnitude,” Della Fave said,
adding that the layoffs have lit-
tle impact on the 1990 budget.

When the council failed to
adopt a budget last week, the
state warned Hoboken that the
$7.2 million loan would be in
jeopardy.

For that reason, Council-
men Steve Cappiello and Rich-
ard England reversed their
votes and supported the budget
last night.

With City Council Presi-
dent E. Norman Wilson recov-
ering from surgery and absent
from last week’s meeting, the
council deadlocked on the
budget.

Supporting it were Coun-
cilmen David Roberts, Lourdes
Arroyo, Edwin Duroy and Del
Bocceio.

Della Fave and Newman
still opposed the budget last
night because they said they
disagreed with the administra-
tion's spending policies.

But Della Fave and New-

man joineéd the rest of the coun-
cil in accepting Pasculli's offer
to set up workshops to begin
forming a six-year fiscal plan
and begin work on next year’s
budget.

Della Fave said that, in an-
ticipation of a pending fiscal
crisis, he suggested last Octo-
ber the administration estab-
lish a five-year fiscal plan and
set up budget workshops.

Pasculli said he has sent a
strong message to the Board of
Education to reduce spending,
specifically by closing schools
and consolidating classes.

“I think we have to join
hands, join shoulders, roll up
our sleeves and work togeth-
er,” Pasculli said.

Newman said the “tough
decisions” involve making cuts
in the police, fire and school
departments because those
three areas absorb most of the
cost of running a government.

“Everything else is nickels
and dimes,” Newman said, add-
ing that if Hoboken stream-
lines its spending, it may be in
a better position for receiving
state aid.

SCHOOLS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Two councilmen switch
to save $7TM in state aid

By DAVID REILLY
By R e —
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Facing the loss
of more than $7 million in emerg
ency state funding, two City
Council members switched their
votes last night to help approve a
$34 million city budget.

Councilmen Richard F. Eng-
land and Steve Cappiello dropped
their opposition to the spending
plan because they feared the loss
of state aid.

“] changed my vote to avoid an
implied threat of reduced funding
from the state,” England said. “I
eertainly don’t want a $21.80 tax
rate, but I'll be damned if I'm
going to risk another $4.50 tax
increase.”’

With their votes, the council
approved the budget 6-2.

The spending plan calls for a
tax rate of $21.80 per $1,000 of a
property’s assessed valuation.
The current rate is $17.52 per
$1,000.

Only Councilmen Joseph Della
Fave and Thomas Newman con-
tinued to oppose the budget.

Last Wednesday, the council
deadlocked 4-4 on the budget. The
four councilmen voting “no” said
they could not approve the
budget’s 25 percent property tax

increase.

But Friday, the state threaten-
ed to yank $7.2 million it had
given Hoboken to help close a
budget deficit, which was created
when voters rejected a $30
million development deal with
the Port Authority.

Barry Skokowski, director of
the state Local Government Ser-
vices Division, ordered the coun-
cil to approve the budget by the
end of this week.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli warned
that if the city failed to heed
Skokowski, the state would take
control of the budget process. The
loss of state aid could mean an
even higher tax increase,
Pasculli said.

Councilman David Roberts,
acting as  president for
yesterday's emergency meeting,

Please see HOBOKEN Page 12

School would be shuttered at the
end of the 1990-91 school year.

The plan appears to be a
response to community calls for
fiscal austerity and consolidation
in light of continuing increases in
local property taxes to fund the
school system.

The board has a budget of about
$31 million for this school year.
The spending plan required an
increase of about $3 in the local
tax levy of $17.52 per $1,000 of
assessed value.

While the school budget con-
tinues to climb, student popu-
lation has declined steadily for
more than a decade. The board
expects this year’s 3,300 students
to dip to about 3,000 next year

studies one of the 20 barrels of PCBs found in Hoboken.

and bottom out at about 2,500 1n
five years.

DePalma, who named Mark
Toscano and Ed Garcia as other
board members backing the con-
solidation plan, said the district
would save about $200,000 by
closing two schools next year and
would also trim about a dozen
teachers from the payroll.

Whilé concerned with holding
down growing costs, Toscano in-
sisted the board’s priority is offer-
ing the city’s students a good
education.

“ I will not push an economic
plan just for economics,” Tescano
said. “We are going to need the
community to come out and get
involved in this.”

In Zone 1, Connors students
would be divided between the
Daniel Kealey School —an “early

learning center” serving young-
sters up to Grade 3 — and A.J.
Demarest School, which would
become a “middle schoool” for
Grades 4 to 7.

In Zone 2, Brandt children
would be divided between the
Salvatore Calabro School and the
Wallace School, which would
serve as an early learning center
and middle school respectively.

The board hopes to demolish
the substandard Connors build-
ing and build a new school on the
same site. That project is cont-

ingent on the availability of

funds, board members said.

PATRICK PASCULLI .
Warns of possible intervention

Hoboken

approves
a lg,udge

T 03390
Tax rate to nse $4.28

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The Hoboken City Council
broke its deadlock on the 1990
budget and approved last night
the $34 million spending plan
which will increase the tax rate
by $4.28 per $1,000 assessed
valuation.

Taxpayers will be paying
from $500 to several thousand
dollars more in taxes.

Finance Director Nicholas
Goldsack said third and fourth
quarter tax bills will be mailed
at the same time. Property own-
ers can expect to receive them
in mid-November.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli,
who suffered a setback be-
cause he based his budget on
getting $8 million from the Port
Authority of New York and
New Jersey for a waterfront
deal that residents aborted in
July, told the council the city is
not out of its financial mess.

“No one likes a $21 plus
($21.80) tax rate. But is is an
economic fact of life. And we
are going to have to confront
other looming costs,” Pasculli
said, noting that health bene-
fits increased this year by 63
percent and added $1 to the tax
rate.

After residents rejected
the waterfront deal, the state
intervened and loaned the city
$7.2 million to help fund the
budget deficit.

See HOBOKEN — Page 4
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With only two months lefl
finally passed its 1990 municipal
A little late, sure. But also in the nick 0l
Had the City Cound
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| waited muc h

before resolving differe
the city might have millior
ency state aid

What else would you
perfected the Fiscal Follies? i

First. the city counted on receiving $6 miliion
from the Port Authority despite the fact that
voters had yet to approve the development ii‘.hl

When the deal and the money fell
through, the council and .'\1;1_\"'(’ P .:.nck
Pasculli scrambled for alternatives They fired
100 municipal employees, sought state aid and
hiked the tax rate

The budget they devised was an 1mpe rfect
solution, but it seemed it would wor k until
the council failed last week to approve the
budget

That’s when the state threatened to yank the
aid it had provided just weeks

expect irol

emergency
before

The threat worked. On Monday, in an emerg
ency session, the council voted, 6-2, to adopt the
budget ‘

Councilmen Richard F l‘lngl:;nd and Mmtw

‘appiello changed their votes from "nay 1o
&;\")ep" to assurciho passage. England’s decision
was a difficult one because he had spoken so
eloquently against the spending plan datvs
earlier. Cappiello’s was difficult because he isa
long-time foe of Pasculli.

In fact, all six councilmen who approved the
budget faced a difficult choice. The budget
carries with it a 25 percent tax l}ukfe‘v Approving
any tax increase is a political llﬂb}hty; approv-
ing such a steep hike could be poll_ncall_\' fatal.

But there is no way around it Hoboken
officials have painted themselves into a corner.
They made mistakes and are paying for thqm.
Unfortunately, they are paying for them with
taxpayer money. .

Apv)c,)te against the spendi.ng plan is a vote
against reality. Hoboken is in the midst _of its
worst financial crisis in years. No solution 18
going to be simple, and all' will.require sacri-
fices. To believe otherwise is naive.

Sure, voters will be displeased. Aqd they may
very well toss out the incumbents in the next
election. |

But if they do, it won’t be because the incum-
bents voted for the budget. It will be because the
incumbents created the mess that left them no
choice but to vote for the budget.

We were wron

The Hudson Disygﬁ“tch blun er/ead rSad ully
yesterday, when we accused E. Norman Wilson
of “wimping out” on his responsibility to cast
the crucial vote on Hoboken's budget.

Mr. Wilson, the Hoboken City Council presi-
dent, did not attend a crucial meeting Wednes-
day, when council deadlocked, 4-4, on proposals
for a budget that would have increased taxes 25
percent. The budget is already overdue, and the
state is making noises about cutting off all aid
until Hoboken adopts one.

We knew that Mr. Wilson was ill, but we said
he could have attended the meeting anyway.

Wrong. Mr. Wilson has been in St. Mary
Hospital for 10 days undergoing surgery. He
\yentAunder the knife yesterday for the third
time in 10 days. His doctors say there is no way
on earth they would have let him leave the
hospital Wednesday for a vote or for any other
reason.

“Nprman's no wimp. He's a hard-working
public servant,” says Hoboken Mayor Pat
Pasculli. “If he could have been there, he would
have been.”

We were wrong, and we apologize to Mr.
Wilson and to the citizens of Hoboken who may
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1990 TAX RATE 1689 TAX RATE

BAYONNE
EAST NEWARK
GUTTENBERG
HARRISON
HOBOKEN
JERSEY CITY
KEARNY
NORTH BERGEN
SECAUCUS
UNION CITY
WEEHAWKIN'
WEST NEW YORK

$156.85 $147.10
58.07 51.72
34.60 33.55
25.51 23.06
21.713 17.52
35.95 31.57
39.30 3200
85.52 86.14
13.31 1292
160.07 132.36
108.27 102.91
186.42 186.42

+$9.75
+6.35
+1.05
+245
+4.21
+4.38
+7.30
062
+0.39
+21.71
+5.36
0-

NTY RATES
BESRS  GOANGH,

6.63%
1228
3.13
10.63
24.03
13.87
2281
-0.72
20
20.93
52
0.0

*(GARBAGE
RATE ADD'L)

$3.98 $3.77

+0.21

5.6%

Journal chart

This is a list of tax rates struck by the Hudson County Board of
Taxation late Friday for all county communities. The first column
shows the 1990 tax rate on property per $1,000 of assessed

valuation. The second column shows the 1989 rate. The third
column shows the increase or decrease in dollars. The last column

shows the percentage change in the rate.
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have been misled by our editorial
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exhorted his colleagues to end the
impasse.

“I hope we will reconsider and
pass this budget here tonight,”
Roberts said. “We want to keep
control of the budget process here
and not have the state of New
Jersey take control and decide
what our municipal tax rate is.”

Cappiello said the state’s warn-
ings caused his change of heart.

“I've changed my vote not so
much to satisfy anybody,” Cap-
piello said. “But more so to avoid
a still-tocome higher amount of
money that would have had to be
paid by the people of this city.”

Roberts and council members
Lourdes Arroyo, Edwin Duroy
and Richard Del Boccio also voted
for the budget. Council President
E. Norman Wilson, absent for
last week's vote, again missed the
budget meeting because of ill-
ness.

Della Fave said he and New-
man continued to oppose the

budget because the city failed to
deal with its fiscal woes when
they first emerged over a year

“Our vote was consistent with
how we've been voting and what
we've been saying for the past
year,” Della Fave said.

Della Fave would not say if he
knew before the meeting that
Cappiello and England were
ready to change their votes.-But
he hinted that both he and New-
man knew their opposition would
not block the budget again.

“I think we would not have
allowed a crisis and chaotic situ-
ation to continue,” Della Fave
said.

The council also set a schedule
of budget meetings to begin deal-
ing with the 1991 spending plan.
Members hoped that by
work sessions early they coul
avoid the confusion and delays
that normally go with the budget
process.

gandidates .

Trenton and New Brunswick — com-

The agency also slapped the
developer with more than
$20,000 in fines.

“ Apparently, since (the drums)
are still there, they haven’t com-
plied with the order,” said Rich-
ard Fulton, a DEP spokesman.
“It’s possible we may be com-
pelled to take this to the state
Attorney General's Office for
further action.”

Fulton said Dell’Aquila also
could face more fines for defying
the earlier DEP order.

Paul DeFilippo, Dell’Aquila’s
attorney, had no comment on the
drums or the department’s com-
ments.

Fulton said the DEP discovered
two weeks ago that the drums
were still on the property when
agency inspectors inventoried
the drums

But the DEP did not take ac

tion against Dell’Aquila because
the inspectors did not think the
drums posed a health hazard,
Fulton said.

“They found that the drums
were not leaking and that there
was no discharge,” Fulton said.
“They did report a potential haz-
ard if the drums deteriorate
f ‘ » '
uﬁgkexrxken Fire Chief Rlcbard
Tremitiedi said there isnt a
health threat as e(liong as the
drums are contained.

“But if the (PCBs) should be
released, then it's a problem,
Tremitiedi said.

The 20 55-gallon drums are
badly rusted and have been sit-
ting in the open for more than a
year, said Peter Cohen, Hudson
County emergency management
coordinator

Because of their rusted con

dition, Cohen and the Fire De-
partment did not want the drums
stored on a pier only 50 feet from
the Hudson River. L

“This is a hazardous material,
Cohen said. “It has to be taken
care of immediately.”

If inhaled, PCBs can irritate
the eyes, nose and throat, accord-
ing to the state Health Depart-
ment. High levels of exposure to
the chemical can also damage the
skin. e

The Coast Guard is monitoring
the situation, said James
McGranachan, the agency’s di-
rector of community relations.

Neither the Coast Guard nor
the New Jersey State Police
Marine Unit could find any
evidence that the dangerous
chemicals have leaked into the
Hudson River

By Zachary Gaulkin
Journal staff writer

Candidates for firefighter jobs
in Jersey City and Hoboken may
have to take qualifying exams over
again because of a federal lawsuit
charging that the: tests given last
year were racially biased.

A settlement in the year-old law-

" suit against thé New Jersey Depart-
ment of Personnel is close, accord-
ing to Ann Crawford, a spokesperson
for the state Attorney General's Of-
fice. Federal, state and local offi-
cials from 12 cities met last week
with U.S. District Court Judge Nich-
olas H. Politan in an ongoing effort
to reach an agreement, and another
meeting is scheduled for tomorrow.

Although the Attorney General’s
Office did not give out details, the
proposed settlement is reported to
include the requirement that suc-
cessful candidates retake three

Settlement in federal suit on physical tests
reported near; Hudson cities didn't use hist

physical tests, two of which the U.S.
Justice Department says led to bi-
ased results. .

More than 600 people in Jersey
City passed the test, according to
Douglas Foster, who represents 75
firefighter candidates in Jersey City,
Newark and Atlantic City who want
the existing test to stand. The U.S.
Justice Department threw the test
out in 1989 because too few African-
American candidates were among
the top finishers.

The Justice Department said
two of the three physical tests — a
tunnel crawl and a steep climb—led
to biased results because they Jow-
ered the score of black candidates
and made them less likely to be

appointed. The settlement is report-
ed to.change the policy to make
those tests ungraded and grade only
an “agility” run, which the Justice
Department has said did not lead to
unfair results. Officials at the Jus-
tice Department could not be
reached for a comment. :
The test, which includes a writ-
ten exam, is administered by the
state Department of Personnp.l a.nd
is used to create an eligibility list,
with candidates appointed in the
order of their scores. The list, valid
for one year, expired in August.
Theggreement between the
state and the Justice Department 1s
also reported to include a require-
ment that three cities — Newark,

pensate those who were not appoint-
ed but would have been had. the
results not been skewed. Neither
Jersey City nor Hoboken apponr_lted
firefighters from the dispu_te@ list.
Hoboken has held off hiring new
firefighters for budgetary reasons.
“Right now, Hoboken ha.s no in-
tention of hiring anyone,” said Rich-
ard Tremitiedi, chief of the Hoboken
Fire Department. Hoboken has 140
firefighters, one-sixth of whom are
minorities. Tremitiedi said four of
the top 10 candidates in Hoboken
were members of minority groups.
Jersey City fire officials could
not be reached for a comment but

- have said in the past that hiring has

been put off both for budgetary rea-
sons and because of the uncertainty
over the tests. There are 631 officers
and firefighters in the Jersey City
Fire Department, according to per-
sonnel records.




Toxic drum

Business suffers

Gerrino
is hit by
pickets

Union is sought
at glitzy eatery

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Before deciding
what to order for lunch at Gerrino
Ristorante yesterday, diners had
to first decide whether to cross a
picket line in front of the River
Street restaurant

Protesting what they called un-
fair labor practices, about a dozen
members of the Secaucus-based
Hotel and Restaurant Employees
Local 69 demonstrated outside

The 15th Street pier in Hoboken, right, is the home of many 5§5-galion drums of what is believed to be
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dilemma

ERTEENSss P CBs seen as threat
: to Hudson workers

ByDAVID REILLY

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - Officials were
working last night to figure out
how to remove 20 rotting 55-
gallon drums — apparently filled
with highly toxic PCBs — that
were found earlier in the day by
a pier on the Hudson River.

The metal drums were marked
with vellow hazardous materials
stickers that warned they were
filled with polychlorinated
biphenyls, a liquid that is be-
lieved to cause cancer and birth
defects.

The rusted drums were found
behind developer  Anthony
Dell’Aquila’s waterfront prop-
erty near the 15th Street pier,

The Hudson Dispatch notified
county officials about the drums
after receiving a complaint from
a reader.

It was unclear how long the
drums had been by the pier, or

how they got there. The county
also didn’t know whether the haz-
ardous containers were oOn
Dell’Aquila’s property.

But emergency workers knew
they didn't belong by the Hudson
River.

“PCBs are very dangerous,
even in small amounts,” said
Peter Cohen, Hudson County
emergency management coordi-
nator. “This material has to be
dealt with immediately.”

Under the direction of Charles
Ebersol, Hoboken deputy fire
chief, police and fire officials cor
doned off the area around the
drums after being called to the
scene.

If inhaled, PCBs can irritate

, the eyes, nose and throat, accord

ing to the state Health Depart-
ment. High exposures to the
chemical can also damage the
liver

Please segT)Bist 53‘9;719
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Skin and liver cancer can result
from prolonged exposure to
PCBs, according to a department
fact sheet on the chemical

The department also said the
chemical 1s teratogen,” a
substance th: auses birth de
fects

Because of dangers
many scientists believe there is
no safe exposure level to PCBs

Emergency workers from the
state Department of En
vironmental Protection inspected
the drums last night

Officials did not plan to try to
remove the drums until today

Cohen said the drums probably
came from an earlier cleanup of

these

y electrical room on the proj
erty PCBs are used in electrica
systems and transformers

Cohen said some of the drums
appeared to be leaking. He could
not say whether any of the PCBs
have reached the river, which is
only about 50 feet from where the
drums rested

The environmental agency will
have to test the liquid in the
drums to make sure it is PCBs
But for now, officials are acting
on the assumption that the cor
tainers are hazardous

“It would be awfully stupid for
somebody to label it PCBs if they
weren't,” Cohen said. “So with
that labeling, you have to assume
that it is PCBs.”

DON SMITH THE HUDSON DISPATCH

the restaurant between about 11 polychlorinated biphenyls, a highly toxic substance.

a.m. and 3 p.m

Gerrino Razza, who owns the
restaurant, disputed charges he
is keeping the union out and said
he would relish a vote among his
workers, who he said he believes
are opposed to Local 69.

“I'm asking for an election,”
Razza said, sitting in the 11-year-
old restaurant many consider the
finest in the city. “I don’t think a
majority of my people want the
union.”

Yesterday was the third day
pickets have marched outside the
restaurant. On Friday and Satur-
day, about six demonstrators
stood in the cold from 5 p.m. until
about 8:30, Razza said. A police
officer posted near the picket line
yesterday said the demonstrators
have been peaceful.

S. Lee Cohen, the attorney rep-
resenting the union, said man-
agement has ignored a National
Labor Relations Board consent
order to negotiate with Local 69.

Nearly a year ago, about 12 of
the restaurant’s
workers indicated to union of-
ficers that they wanted Local 69

Please see PICKETS Page 19
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Political foe says Pasculli received cash

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer
& The Jersey Journal

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli accepted $5,000 in
cash contributions for his May
1989 mayoral campaign, ac-
cording to two people who say
they contributed part of the
money.

Salvatore D'’Amelio, who is
involved in an effort to unseat
Pasculli, and Helen Macri, a
former City Council president,
said they and Joseph Lisa gave
Pasculli a total of $5,000 for his
mayoral campaign last spring.

D'Amelio, chairman of the
Hoboken Republican Party,
and Macri said they gave the
money about two weeks before
the election. D'’Amelio gave
$1.750, Macri gave $1,750 and
Lisa gave $1,500, D’Amelio and
Macri said.

Former allies

Jerse

There is no record of a
$5.000 cash contribution in Pas-
culli’s reports for the non-par-
tisan mayoral election. It is il-
legal to give or accept a cash
campaign contribution of more
than $100, according to state
election officials. The failure
to report campaign contribu-
tions is also illegal. There is no
record of any contributions to
Pasculli from D'Amelio, Macri,
Lisa or the Hoboken Republi-
can party.

Pasculli said he doesn’t re-
call accepting any cash cam-
paign contributions from the
three people.

D’'Amelio said Macri, a city
director under Pasculli, and
Lisa, a certified public accoun-

/ 0-3)~570
tant, gave the cash campaign
contribution to Pasculli after
they were told by Lisa that an
agent of Pasculli's campaign
requested the money.

D'Amelio and Macri were
questioned by The Jersey Jour-
nal about the alleged contribu-
tion and confirmed that they
gave Pasculli the money.

Lisa said a month ago that
he may have given Pasculli
money but could not remember
the exact amount or other
details.

“If someone said it hap-
pened, it happened,” he said.

When questioned recently,
Lisa refused to comment on
any aspects of his alleged in-
volvement with the contribu-

tion or meetings with D’Amelio
and Macri.

D'Amelio and Macri said
they have no bank records
showing the withdrawal of the
money they allegedly gave
Pasculli.

“lI can't believe these
things are being said. That is
all I am going to say. I couldn’t
tell you what they contributed
and who contributed what. 1
don’t recall,” Pasculli said.

D’Amelio is a prime mover
in People United to Save Hobo-
ken, a new Hoboken organiza-
tion that is politically opposed
to Pasculli. Macri said she at-
tended two meetings of the
group, but is no longer associ-
ated with it.

say mayor took $5,000 for 1989 campaign

JOUrn

D’Amelio said Lisa, a Dem-
ocrat, was interested in form-
ing the group, but did not at-
tend any meetings.

“Helen, Joe Lisa and I gave
$5,000 in cash about two weeks
before the election,” D’Amelio
said.

After Pasculli was elected,
they later gave another $5,000
in cash to Pasculli for three
candidates on his ticket to help
them with the June 13, 1989
council runoffelection, D’Ame-
lio and Macri said.

“The first time was at my
house. The second time I think
was at Joe's (Lisa) office,” Ma
cri said. “1 gave a cash contri-

See POLITICAL — Page 6

Patrick Pasculli
Hoboken mayor

Political foe says Pasculli received cash
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to represent them, according to
Cohen.

When Razza heard about the
potential union presence in his
restaurant, he tried to induce
workers into disavowing the
union, Cohen said.

“We had virtually every
worker signed up,” Cohen said.
“At that point, there was an at-
tempt to destroy our majority by
¢oercion and offers of benefits.
This was illegal.”

By issuing a consent order to
Razza compelling him to nego-
tiate with the union, the NLBB
essentially bypassed the election
process, Cohen said. The union

seeks health, pension and other
benefits for cooks, waiters and
dishwashers at the restaurant.

Cohen said the picketing will
continue “as long as it takes to
bring Gerrino to the bargaining
table.”

Razza said he would like to see
the issue resolved as soon as poss-
ible because it has taken a bite
out of his business.

“Things are already slow,” he
said. “Of course, this only makes
them worse.”

Continued from Page 1

bution because 1 believed Pas-
culli would do the best for this
town,” she said.

D’Amelio said it bothered
him when he first found out
that Pasculli did not report the
first contribution, but he did
not inform law enforcement of-
ficials because “It's not my
style.” He said he would be
willing to testify that he gave a
cash campaign contribution.

Macri said she did not
know that the alleged contribu-
tion was never reported. D’A-
melio and Macri said they did
not know it is illegal to give a
candidate a cash contribution
of more than $100.

D’Amelio said that he
agreed to endorse and support
Pasculli months before the
election after the mayor prom-
ised to give his son, Sal D'Ame-
lio Jr., a job as an in-house
attorney for the Board of Edu-
cation at a salary of $45,000 to
$50,000 a year. D’Amelio said
Pasculli did not ask for cam-
paign contributions at that
meeting.

D’Amelio said that Pasculli
also agreed to appoint candi-
dates of D’Amelio’s choosing to
all city boards, including the
Planning Board, Rent Control
Board, Housing Authority and
the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Commission.

“At the end of the meeting,

we looked at Patty and said,
‘We want to do something for
you.” Patty said, ‘No',” D'Ame
lio said. D'’Amelio said Lisa
and Macri were at that
meeting.

Pasculli said making politi-
cal appointments was a “nor-
mal, mundane aspect of run-
ning for office.” He said he
made no political appoint-
ments based on deals.

At a later meeting he had
with Pasculli and council can-
didate Richard England, D'A-
melio said, England balked at
the idea of giving D’Amelio’s
son a salary of $45,000. D’'Ame-
lio said England thought the
salary “sounded a little heavy”
but that it was possible to get
the job. Pasculli, however,
agreed to the job and salary,
D'Amelio said. “Nothing was a
problem with Patty,” D'Amelio
said.

Macri was appointed direc-
tor of Parks and Public Build-
ings at a salary of $35,000. Her
job was eliminated in Septem-
ber because of cutbacks in the
budget.

Macri said her cash contri-
bution to Pasculli “is going to
look like 1 got a job out of it.”
She denied she gave a cash
contribution to Pasculli in ex-
change for a job.

Pasculli appointed Lisa to
the Hoboken Housing Author-
ity. It is a non-paying position

]

Pasculli accusers held key jobs under Cappiello

Salvatore D’Amelio, Helen Matri and
Joseph Lisa held key positions under Ho-
boken Mayor Steve Cappiello, whose 12
year reign ended five years ago with the
election of Mayor Thomas Vezzetti.

D’Amelio, 68, a lifelong Hoboken resi-
dent, chairman of the Hoboken Republi-
can Party, and owner of Adams Sales and
Service, a plumbing supply company,
served as director of health and welfare.

He broke with Cappiello in 1985 and sup-
ported Vezzetti who died in office in
March, 1988. Vezzetti appointed D’Ame-
lio's son, Salvatore Jr., then 27. Law De-
partment director in January, 1986.
Macri, who owns real estate in Hobo-
ken and Sorkin's stationery store, was City
Council president and a council member
for four and a half years. She did not seek
re-election in 1985 and headed Cappiello's

unsuccessful campaign for a fourth term.

Lisa ‘was hired in 1984 as internal
auditor for the City Council. He resigned
the day before Vezzetti submitted an ordi-
nance 1o abolish the job. Afler Vezzetti
died, Pasculli, as interim mayor., appdint-
ed Lisa finance director but he resigned
!ho day bof()ro he was to start, saying his
accounting firm partners did not want him
to take a leave of absence

Election Law

receive
spend less than $2,000.

than $100.

sentence of up to 18 months.

¢ All campaign contributions of more than $100 must be reported.
e Cash contributions over $100 are illegal — either to give or

e Short campaign report forms can be filed by candidates if they
@ Short forms must list contribuiors if the amount donated is more
® The first offense carries a $i,000 fine

o If the law is violated knowingly and willfully the violation becomes
a criminal offense and carries a fine of up to $7,500 and a prison

When questioned about ap-
pointments made afler he was
elected, Pasculli said that he
made an appointment to the
Planning Board and to the Rent
Control Board based on recom-
mendations of the kepublican
Party.

Sal D’Amelio Jr. said City
Clerk James Farina and Pas-
culli were “working on getting”
him a job afler the election, but
“Then they couldn't do it.”

In deciding which candi-
dates to endorse for the May
1989 election, D'Amelio said he
and Macri and Lisa met with
Pasculli and his supporters as
well as the campaign of Coun-
cilman Joseph Della Fave, who
unsuccessfully challenged Pas-
culli to a four-year term. D'A-
melio and Macri said they de-
cided they would endorse
Pasculli and aggressively cam-
paign on his behalf. The elec-
tion was non-partisan.

D’'Amelio said he would
use his influence with the Re-
publican Party for Pasculli. He
said the Republican Party sent
letters to registered party
members endorsing the mayor
and his stance on the water-
front development.

Pasculli said he did have
meetings with 40 to 50 Republi-
cans during the campaign.

According to D’'Amelio.
Lisa said that Farina ap-
proached him for campaign
contributions two weeks before
the election and months afler
the Republican Party had en-
dorsed Pasculli.

“Joe Lisa mentioned that at
one of the meetings, Jimmy Fa-
rina mentioned that they were
running short on money. That
was mentioned on a couple of
occasions,” D’Amelio said.

Farina is also president of
the Board of Education and a
close friend of Pasculli.

“We had a meeting, Helen,
I and Joe. We were trving to
decide what to give. The first
guestion I asked was will they
take a check. No, he (Lisa) said,
they were looking for cash.,”
D’'Amelio said

“We were under the im-
Lression, if we gave a check or
cash. that it was going to get

reported. I didn't like the idea
about the cash. When 1 heard
about the cash, I asked who was
going to come down and get this
money. When 1 was told it was
going to be Jimmy (Farina), 1
said no dice, no way, no how. If
Patty is looking for the money,
let Patty come down,” D’Ame-
lio said.

Lisa said he could not re-
member that meeting.

D'Amelio said he and
Marci decided to give $1,750
each and Lisa gave $1,500. Ma-
cri confirmed those amounts,
saying, “That is about right.”

“He (Lisa) went back and
arranged it. It was no problem.
We met, I think, on a Saturday
morning up at Helen's house,”
D'Amelio said. He and Macri
said the meeting was about two
weeks before the May 9
election.

At breakfast, Macri served
fruit, eggs, sausages and dan-
ish, D’Amelio said.

“We were talking about the
campaign. Helen at the time,
had the envelope, she put it on
the table,” D'Amelio said.

D’'Amelio said $5,000 in
cash was in the white envelope.

“] grabbed it and pushed it
toward Patty (Pasculli). He
(Pasculli) looked at Jimmy and
Jimmy grabbed the envelope.
They said they were very grate-
ful and we told them we hoped
this would help their cam-
paign,” D’Amelio said.

D'Amelio said he thought
the $5,000 was an extension of
the original agreement he had
with Pasculli for the job for his
son and the appointments to
the boards.

“They both expressed their
appreciation and said that they
would never forget us. We told
them, hey, you know we're in it
and all we can do to help you,
we are ail too happy to,” D'A-
melio said

Farina said that he had
meetings with various people
about the campaign and the
Board of Education election
but that he had no knowledge
of meetings involving cash
contributions

Farina said he never ac-
cepted a cash contribution

Pasculli said he believes
these accusations are being
levied against him as part of a
campaign to destroy him
politically.

“I'm saying that there is an
agenda here. I'll look into the
records to see what Helen con-
tributed,” Pasculli said

Pasculli said the breakfast
“may have happened, 1 just
don’t recall.”

D’'Amelio said that after
Pasculli was elected, he was
told by Lisa that the Pasculli
organization was seeking more
money for the council runoff
election.

D’'Amelio said that once he
had endorsed Pasculli, he felt
an obligation to give the cash
contributions when he was
asked for them.

He said he thought at the
time, “We've got to see this side
win. Because we expect him to
do what he promised on behalf
of the city and we expecthim to
keep his obligations and com-
mitments to the Republican
Party.”

When asked why he gave
money the second time, D’Ame-
lio said, “We had to follow it
through, there was no choice
on that. When you get that
deeply involved with some-
thing like this ... it bothers
you, believe me, it bothers you.
It bothered me.”

About a week before the
June 13 runoff, D'Amelio and
Macri said, they and Lisa gave
another $5,000 cash contribu-
tion to the Pasculli organiza-
tion. They each gave the same
amount of money as the first
contribution — D’Amelio and
Macri $1,750 and Lisa $1,500 —
D’Amelio and Macri said. The
meeting took place in Lisa's
Washington Street office, Ma-
cri and D’Amelio said.

“] had the envelope. I put it
in front of Patty. Again he looks
at Jimmy and Jimmy takes the
envelope. It was like the Laurel
and Hardy act,” D'’Amelio said.

Copies of the financial
statements of the three council
candidates on Pasculli’s ticket
show no record of contribu-
tions from D'Amelio, Macri,
Lisa or the Hoboken Republi-
can party. Each candidate re-
ports that he spent no more
than $2.000 for the runoff elec-
tion and did not receive any
contribution of more than $100
from anyone

Lisa said he had “nothing
to sayv” when asked about a
cash (w..n(“huhnn

“] have no comment about
anvthing,” Lisa said. He said at
one point, however, that he
would “not call a cop if some-
one is double parked.”

When asked about the con-
tributions about a month ago,
t that time said, “It may

Lisa a .
pened

have ha

At that time, Lisa acknowl-
edged that he had “helped
raise money,” for the Pasculli
campaign and met Pasculli and
his running mates at several
locations, including Macri's
house, the East L.A. restaurant
and at a restaurant in
Weehawken.

England confirmed that he
talked to D’Amelio about get-
ting D’Amelio’s son a job as a
Board of Education attorney.
England said he wanted to re-
duce legal costs the board pays.

“Sal was trying to get his
son a job as the school board
attorney for quite a while,”
said England, a former Board
of Education president. En-
gland said that he believed the
school board could save money
by having an in-house attorney
at a salary of $25,000 to elimi-
nate the need to pay a private
attorney $100 an hour to attend
board meetings.

England said that these
discussions took place before
he became a council candidate
in the May, 1989 election.

England said he and Pas-
culli met with Macri and D'A-
melio at Macri's house after
England became a council
candidate.

England said D’Amelio
presented a list of demands at
the meeting, including a job for
D’Amelio’s son and slots for
other people on city boards
and commissions. England re-
fused to list the exact demands.

When asked if Pasculli told
D’Amelio that getting his son a
job was no problem, England
said, “No, I don't remember
that at all. The mayor did say
that, if elected, there would be
an expansion of government”
and that the government reor-
ganization would “provide an
administration job for Helen
As far as the others (demands),
he (Pasculli) would look into to
see what we could do.”

England said D'Amelio and
Macri said they would “help
out” the campaign, but money
was not discussed

Macri said she gave Pas-
culli the cash for the runoff
because “I didn't question it
They ran as a team.”

When asked why she gave
both contributions, Macri said,
“When you run a campaign, it
always needs money.”

Macri said no demands or
requests were made by either
her or D'Amelio when meeting
with Pasculli and his candi-
dates other than in broad terms
that the mayor would consider
the Republican Party when
making appointments

“Whatever came around, if
they felt that anybody fit the
bill,” Macri said about the pos-
sibility of getting jobs or ap
pointments. “Nothing written
in stone.”




Clean water will not come cheaply
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By Dan Resenfeld
Journal staff writer

Crimmins, EPD clash 4

Hobokenlost $9.4M
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faulty sewer systems forcing government
into action, Keith said

The Clean Water Enforcement Act
signed last month by Gov. Jim Florio
places municipalities under the threat of
heavy fines and possible jail l:rf.uitur Sew-
er authority executives if sewer plants are
not quickly improved. While the pomp
over the bill was directed at pollut-
ers,” much of the legislation 1s aimed at
threatening municipalities into upgrading
sewer systems

“We're trying to significantly influ-
ence how local sewage authorities do busi-
ness,” Keith said

On paper most Hudson County munici-
pality comply with DEP regulations, but
these claims quickly fall apart

“I don’t see any way how municipal-

ities can avoid fines,” said George Crim-
mins, chairman of the Hudson County Util-
ities Authority. “In some place in Hudson
County there is a violation every day.”

Jersey City and Bayonne have hooked
onto the $500 million Passaic Valley sew
erage plant, but numerous sewage lines
never make it there. The tidal basin, more
commonly called the Morris Canal, is al-
most continuously polluted with Jersey
City wastes

North Bergen is under a building ban
because of sewage breakdown at ils cen-
tral plant

“There are places along the north
Hudson where homes have been connect-
ed to outflow lines,” he added.

Flushing the toilet is getting financial-
ly and environmentally expensive

Sewer systems are considered a major
environmental villain and taxpayers will
pay $2 billion over the next two decades to
protect New Jersey waterways from bio-
logical and toxic sewage.

“That’s one of the prices of clean wa-
ter,” said John Keith, Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection assistant commis-
sioner. “No one said a clean environment
would be ¢heap.”

Not improving sewers could be even
more expensive. The state lost $2 billion in
tourism revenue in 1988 when beaches
routinely closed because of bacteria from

Sewage grants diverted
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Hoboken, weehawken and
Union City are already under
state orders 0 upgrade the Tri-
ity system. ]
! lty“}}roboken‘s paying 320000
a month in fines to the.DEP,
Crimmins said. “This 18 just go-
ingto compound the situation.
Richard Wolff, chairman of
Tri-City, said the negotlatnoq_s
with the DEP and federal envi-
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Will Dell’Aqu
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long with the Hoboken Shipyards, Mabon

Nugent may have inherited the cost of removing

20 rotting 55-gallon drums of highly toxic PCB.
In an Oct. 30th article in the Hudson Dispatch, it was
revealed that the drums were sitting oo the 15th Street
pier which, beginning Nov. 21 will belong to Mabon

. Nugent. The drums’

presence is in vi

' Wmfﬁmﬂtbepnmotﬁnmm::lm.

 tion requiring Dell’Aquila to remove them.

Protec-

On Thursday, the same day in which the Mabon/Dell’-
Aquilla settlement, Cathy Corton, a vice president at
Mabon Nugent, said that she did not know sbout the
drums. The following day, Corton said that Mabon

- Nugent would fikely foot the bill for their removal.

"We are financially

ila_have the last laugh?

"This is in spite of the fact that recently Dell'Aquila,

under pressure form the DEP, hired (Clean

Ventures, a

Perth Amboy-bued environmental company, to cover

the drums and cart them away.

As of Friday, the drums, which Contain waste from
electrical transformers, had been repacked but were still

on the pier.
Under the agreement, Mabon would

split ali environ-

mental clean-up costs up to $300,000 with the Citizen’s
HmNnﬁorulek—Mdmnpaysformyoos!slbow
that amount. Citizen’s First is a lénder on the remaini

19 acres still owned by Dell’Aquila and has no interest
in the 45 acres which will transfer to Mabon. 1t is in-

“wolved in the clean-up effort as the result
~wm¢ammmw":f‘:m'm
; . bon § ‘s behalf.

on-

ronmental officials sped their

progress.
Secaucus,
most effective sewage

Creek, a freshwater body.

it ill
Sewage authorities wil
now have to screen their lndgs-
trial clients and test waste vg@i
ter coming into the plants. T ltb
process, called pre-tr({za:‘ténei:e.
is ai at minimizi '
is aimed a B e

amount of toxins
through sewer plants.

The act’s main flaw 18 .that
it doesn’t address cpmbmed
sewer outflows, environmen-
talists said. At least seven
times a year combined sewers
dump thousands of gallons of
raw sewage into waterways,
Wolff said. All sewer systems in
Hudson County are combined

The DEP expects to fine 70

percent of

ing dry weather.

The act kicks in July 1, 1991
and most early fines may be
negotiated away, but if munici-
palities continue to violate
minimum pollution standards
an automatic fine schedule

which has the
treat-
ment in the county, still ha}s) t;:
improve its system becausc»il
discharges waste into Mi

all municipalities
for not meeting standards dur-

unicipality?”
poor(iTldl'ar‘l)) predicts lhat‘
many publicly owned .\(‘wcx.
svstems will be taken over by
tiw state because of cunlmucd
ution woes.
pon“W(- 1l see court placed
masters taking charge, similar
to the Jersey Cit_\'dschoul sys-
m,” Goldfarb said.
" In addition to scc«mdary
plant upgrades to brez_:k down
human wastes, many pipes ;md
connections will have to be m--
spected by munimpahtms.
More inspections will lead to
increases in construction.
«gome of the Hoboken sew-
er system is wooden,” Wolff
said. “We're dealing with sys-
tems that are 150 to 200 years
7 Federal grants for se\:f:;-
age improvements were n-
cgled t‘l)lis year by the Bush
Administration. State low in-
terest loans are available, but
eventually have to be paid. All
pipes point to the taxpayer.
“No question a massive un-
dertaking has to be done,
Crimmins said. “1 don’t want to
guess what will happen tg se'v\;-
erage rates because g‘hey re al-
ready doubling now.

sewage plant

In 2 memorandum dated Oct
16 and addressed to, among
others, Mayor Patrick Pasculli
and George W. Crimmins Jr.,
Hudson County Utility
Authority executive director,
blames the Hoboken-Union City
Weehawken Sewerage Authority
for losing the money

Crimmins indicated that the
authority’s opposition to building
a sludge gasifier as part of the
upgraded plant caused the state
to bypass the project when doling
out federal funds. By ot
authorizing the contractor ~to
begin the project by July 1,'the
sewerage authority jeopardized
the grants, according t0 the
memorandum.

“Had the HUCWSA not
canceled the May 31 preconstruc-
tion conference and delayed the
contract signing until Sept. 17,
this project would have received a
grant increase of $9,421,294 in
fiscal year 1990,” Crimmins
wrote in the memorandum.

The authority began trying to
scuttle the gasifier project almost
immediately after awarding a
$34 million contract for its con-
struction nearly a year ago.

Claiming the gasifier is pollut-
ing, inefficient and unreliable.

vironmental Protection Depart
ment’'s bureau chief in the
Division of Administration and
Management, said that, when the
application for additional funds
was filed in January, the state
had not approved the gasifier
The EPD did not issue an air
quality permit for the facility
until May 21

“They submitted an appli
cation by the deadline,” Chebra
said. “We returned it because the
plant itself hadn’t received final
authorization.”

As far as the July 1 deadline
mentioned by Crimmins in his
memo, Chebra said, “It’s ne vs to
me. ] don’t know what he's efer-
ring to.”

Crimmins yesterday denied
blaming the tri-municipality
authority for the loss of the
grants.

“Apparently there’s some con-
fusion on this,” he said. “The
thrust of the memo was simply to
update everyone on the status of
the grant situation.”

Authority Chairman Richard
Wolff referred to the lost grant
money as a “‘red herring.”

“If anyone thinks that $9
million would have changed my
position on the gasifier, they're
dead wrong "’ Walff said

Was Pasculli given $3,000?

M ayor may

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — The city's Republican
Party chairman, who claims he gave
$3,000 in cash campaign contributidns to
Mayor Patrick Pasculli, said yesterday
he was unaware it was illegal to make

such donations.

Salvatore D’Amelio also said it is
“coincidental” that he' decided to talk
about the contributions at the same time
he is organizing a movement to have
Pasculli recalled.

“I don’t know what’s legal and what’s
not legal as far as campaign declar-
ations,” D’Amelio said. “I'm not looking
to harm (Pasculli).”

State election laws prohibit anyone
from giving or receiving cash contribu-
tions of more than $100.

D’Amelio maintains that he, former

'Contributions
to Pasculli

to be probed

Feds, state or county to act

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writers

Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale said yesterday
he will investigate allegations
that Hoboken Mayvor Patrick
Pasculli took hefty illegal cam-
paign contributions in cash

“I will check with the U.S
Attorney’s office and the Attor-
ney General to see if there is an
ongoing investigation or if they
pl;m to conduct an investiga
tion.” DePascale said

“If not, we will open a file
and take a look,” DePascale
said

“There will be an investi
gation. By whom the investiga
tion will be conducted, it is too
early to tell,” he added

The prosecutor’s
ments were In response to a
news story in The Jersey Jour
nal in which two people said
they each gave Pasculli $1,750
in cash about two weeks before
the May 9, 1989 municipal
election

According to Salvatore
D'Amelio, chairman of the Ho
boken Republican Party, and
Helen Macri, a former City
Council president
gave Pasculli $1,750 in «

com

thev each

ashn pri

or to the municipal election. It
is illegal to give or accept a
cash contribution of more than
$100, according to election
laws. All contributions of more
than $100 must be reported to
the state elections commission.

D'Amelio and Macri said
that they each gave Pasculli
another $1,750 in cash about a
week before the June 13 runoff
election. According to D'Ame-
lio and Macri, Joseph Lisa, a
certified public accountant,
joined them in giving Pasculli a
cash contribution before the
municipal election and again
before the runoff election.

Lisa will not comment but
in an earlier interview said he
may have given the money.

Frederick Herrmann, the
director of the state Election
Law Enforcement Commission,
would not say if the agency will
conduct an investigation into
the published report.

In genera! terms, any mat-
ler before the commission we
think is a possible eriminal vio-
lation, we have the authority to
refer to the dttorney General's
Office,” Herrmann said

We would wait until the

See CAMPAIGN — Page 4

tions.

Costumed

17-1

By Dan Rosenfeld
Journal staff writer

On the scariest day of the
year Toxic Avengers trick-or-
treated around Hoboken to
frighten residents into pushing
for pollution prevention.

Six Toxic Avengers
dressed like fluorescent Zoros
in black capes, masks and glow-
ing shirts talked to people
about the billions of pounds of
toxins used in New Jersey.

The environmental trick-
or-treat run by the New Jersey
Public Interest Research
Group was a continuation of
the lobby group’s efforts to
push for passage of the Pollu-
tion Prevention Act pending
before the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.

“I's Halloween so we're
out telling people about the

Violators also could face criminal pros-
ecution if they broke the law “knowingly
or willingly.” If convicted, they could be

J-1-70

Councilwoman Helen Macri, and local
accountant Joseph Lisa combined to give
Pasculli and city Clerk James Farina —
a Pasculli ally — $5,000 at two different
meetings during the spring of 1989.

Macri refused to comment yesterday
and Lisa did not return phone calls.

D’Amelio, who cannot remember the
exact dates of the meetings, said one took
place “about two weeks” before the May
election and the second occurred just
before the City Council runoff,

First-time violators of the election law
face fines of up to $1,000.

Pasculli, who served as a councilman
before becoming mayor, has never been
fined by the state Election Law Enforce-
ment Commission for financing infrac-

scary amount of toxins in the
state,” said Marian Wise, an
environmental attorney for
NJPIRG. “We have more Su-
perfund sites and more haz-
ardous waste site than any oth-
er state in the country.”

The majority of state envi-
ronmental laws regulate the
amount of toxic waste industry
can spew out. More than 179
million pounds of toxic ‘waste
was legally released into New
Jersey air, land and water in
1988, according to the state De-
partment of Environmental
Protection. Industry used or
produced 7.4 billion pounds of
toxic chemicals in 1987, accord-
ing to the federal Toxic Re-
lease Inventory Data Base.

The Pollution Prevention
Act would call on industry to
replace toxic materials like ac-
etone and methanol with less

have taken ille

&££€1don’tknow what’s

legal and what’s not legal

as far as campaign declar-
ations.

slapped with fines up to $7,500 and a
maximum 18-month prison sentence.

“Ignorance of the law is no excuse,”
said Fred Herrmann, executive director
of the commission. “The law says that
giving cash contributions of more than
$100 is illegal, just as receiving those
donations is.”

Herrmann would not say if his agency
is investigating D’Amelio’s allegations.

Hudson County Prosecutor Paul M.
DePascale and officials from the state
Attorney General’s Office and the U.S.

’ , SALVATORE D'AMELIO

toxic or non-toxic materials. In-
dustry officials and DEP repre-
sentatives would set a realistic
timetable for switching to envi-
ronmentally benign materials.

“It would make companies
do an inventory and see where
they could stop pollution from
ever happening,” Wise said.
“We're not talking about mak-
ing them do anything they
can't.”

Hoffman-LaRoche, the
pharmaceutical giant and a top
polluter, conducted an internal
audit of toxic waste and use,
That accounting convinced it to
cut emissions by 90 percent by
the end of the century, said
Alfred Wasilewski, a Hoffman-
LaRoche spokesman.

Judith Yaskin, DEP com-
missioner, has repeatedly
called for pollution controls.
NJPIRG members say the Pol-

Attorney’s Office said they were not
investigating the case.

Pasculli and Farina, who is also the
city Board of Education president, said
they have not been interviewed by
authorities.

And D’Amelio said he discussed his
accusations only with newspaper re-
porters. He said he did not file a com-
plaint with any government agency be«
cause he “never had occasion” to do so.

Pasculli and Farina refused to com-
ment on D’Amelio’s allegations yester-
day, referring all questions to their at-
torneys, Joseph Hayden and Thomas
DeClemente.

“My cliert denies doing anything un-
ethical,” Hayden said yesterday. “The
public can judge for itself whether the
people making these allegations are
motivated by a desire for good govern-
ment or a desire for political assassina-

lution Prevention Control Act
will accomplish that and could
cut toxic emissions in half. The
Appropriations Committee is
scheduled to vote on it Dec. 3.
Environmentalists say the bill,
which has been endorsed by
Gov. Jim Flori~ appears to
have the ne: . ¥ votes to
pass.

“we've gotten 35,000 signa-
tures state-wide,” said Angela
Bonarrigo, the lead Avenger.
“We go out every night talking
to people but we usually don’t
look like this.”

Another piece of pending
legislation is aimed at reduc-
ing heavy metals in packaging.
The metallic covering on many
champagne bottles contains
lead as do most electronic
devices.

An informed community is
the best method of convincing
industry to change materials it
chooses to use.

“The Toxic Avengers are
saying we are no longer going
to tolerate the numbers of tox-
ics used by industry,” Wise
said. “We're trying to tell the
average citizen that they are
the greatest toxic avenger.”

Campaign contributions to be probed

gal donations

tion.”

Tuesday night, before the allegations
became public, Pasculli denied any
wrongdoing and said the charges were
“deeply rooted in politics.”

D’Amelio heads a group called People
United to Save Hoboken, which is bent
on ousting Pasculli from City Hall.

“I think he's been a complete failure as
a chief administrator and a political
leader,” D’Amelio said. ‘“The man isn't
running his own ball game.”

While he maintains Pasculli promised
to appoint Republicans to key city boards
in exchange for GOP support in the
mayoral campaign, D’Amelio denied the
cash contributions were payments for
those commitments. ‘

“No way, no how was there any under-
standing whatsoever that it was quid pro
quo,” D’Amelio said. “The two things
were separate in my mind.”

_gollution fighters trick or treat in Hoboken

Continued from Page 1

attorney general completes its
investigation before we decid-
ed to do a civil investigation,”
he added

“But I can assure you, we
don’t ignore situations like
this,” Herrmann said, adding,
“We would not ignore any story
of that nature.”

Public officials both inside
and outside his administration
said the allegations create a

cloud over his administration.
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius, who served as Pasculli's
campaign manager, said he
never received any cash contri-
butions from Lisa, D'Amelio
and Macri.

Steve Busch, head of a Co-
alition for a Better Waterfront,
said that rumors about cash
campaign contributions are
part of Hudson County’s politi-
cal landscape

“But to have people admit
it is a different story,” Busch
said. “I hope there is an
investigation.”

Chuck Davis, spokesman
for the attorney general, would
not corament on whether there
is an investigation or plans for
one. Local officials and politi-
cal figures outside Hoboken ei-
ther questioned the motiva-
tions of Pasculli's accusers or
were noncommital.

“Getting cash in itself is
nothing. Reporting it is the is-
sue,” said Jersey City Mayor
Gerald McCann, calling the ac-
cusations politically-motivat-
ed. County Executive Robert
Janiszewski said D’Amelio “is
obviously on the opposite side
of the political spectrum” from
Pasculli. County GOP Chair-
man Aaron Schulman called on
D’Amelio to quit as city
chairman.

Journal photo by Larry Cutchall

Members of the Toxic Avengers, an environmental protest
group, leave a home in Hoboken after alerting the residents to
the threats of toxic waste.




Clean water will not come cheaply
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faulty sewer systems forcing government
into action, Keith said

The Clean Water Enforcement Act
signed last month by Gov. Jim Honq
places municipalities under the threat of
heavy fines and possible jail time for sew-
er authority executives if sewer plants are
not quickly improved. While the pomp
over the bill was directed at “mad pollut-
ers,” much of the legislation 1s almedr at
threatening municipalities into upgrading
sewer systems

“We're trying to significantly influ-
ence how local sewage authorities do busi-
ness,” Keith said.

On paper most Hudson County munici-
pality comply with DEP regulations, but
these claims quickly fall apart '

“I don’t see any way how municipal-

ities can avoid fines,” said George Crim-
mins, chairman of the Hudson County Util-
ities Authority. “In some place in Hudson
County there is a violation every day.”

Jersey City and Bayonne have hooked
onto the $500 million Passaic Valley sew-
erage plant, but numerous sewage lines
never make it there. The tidal basin, more
commonly called the Morris Canal, is al-
most continuously polluted with Jersey
City wastes. s

North Bergen is under a building ban
because of sewage breakdown at its cen-
tral plant.

“There are places along the north
Hudson where homes have been connect-
ed to outflow lines,” he added.

Flushing the toilet is getting financial-
ly and environmentally expensive

Sewer systems are considered a major
environmental villain and taxpayers will
pay $2 billion over the next two decades to
protect New Jersey waterways from bio-
logical and toxic sewage

“That’s one of the prices of clean wa-
ter,” said John Keith, Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection assistant commis-
sioner. “No one said a clean environment
would be ¢heap.”

Not improving sewers could be even
more expensive. The state lost $2 billion in
tourism revenue in 1988 when beaches
routinely closed because of bacteria from

Sewage grants diverted

the tri-municipg *‘ty aut!
‘]hUgt— S
proceed with constructior

In the gasification proce
age sludge is turned into gas. The
gas is then burned to help power
the plant

State officials confirme
terday that the tri-munic
authority lost out on more
$9 millios in new federal funds
for work'on the nearly $95
million project, but not because of
the delays
Chebra, the state En
vironmental Protection Depart
ment’'s bureau chief in the
Division of Administration and
Management, said that, when the
application for additional funds
was filed in January, the state
had not approved the gasifier
The EPD did not issue an air
quality permit for the facility
until May 21.

“They submitted an appli
cation by the deadline,” Chebra
said. “We returned it because the
plant itself hadn’t received final
authorization.”

As far as the July 1 deadline
mentioned by Crimmins in his
memo, Chebra said, “It’s ne vs to
me. I don’t know what he’s efer-
ring to.”

Crimmins yesterday denied
blaming the tri-municipality
authority for the loss of the
grants.

“Apparently there’s some con-
fusion on this,” he said. “The
thrust of the memo was simply to
update everyone on the status of
the grant situation.”

Authority Chairman Richard
Wolff referred to the lost grant
money as a “red herring.”

“If anyone thinks that $9
million would have changed my
position on the gasifier, they're
dead wrong ”’ Walff said

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
Tﬁe Qu’je‘;@“ Dispatch

H()B()K[‘\ More than $9.4
million in federal grants that
could have gone toward upgrad
ing the city’'s sewage-treatment
plant went instead to similar pro-
jects elsewhere 1n the state, of
ficials said yesterday

The loss of federal funding ap
pears to have reignited a simmer
ing feud between the two local
utility authorities responsible for
makx‘n;,: improvements at the

isn’t ch
Clean water 1sn't cheap g
from $1,000 to $5,000 per of-
fense is triggered. .
“Fines help when a publlgj
lv owned treatment wprks 18
foot-dragging, but there's a cer-
tain point at which fining d.
municipal government 1s 'cm-":n
terproductive,” said Wlllld‘__
Goldfarb, a professor of envl
ronmental law at Cook College
and a water quality expert
“What do you do with a very ‘
icipality?” sewage plant
poozr:ludnflacll‘?)dl;:?“di(“b that lnz nI;emurg-mdum dated Oct
many publicly owned sewer 16 and addressed to, )amung
svstéms will be taken over by others, Mayor ‘l':n‘nck Pasculli
the state because of continued and George ‘\\ Crimmins Jr..
pollution woes. Hudson County Utility
“We'll see court plag‘t‘d Authority _executive director,
masters taking charge, similar blames the l‘il-rh«'\»\t)n Union City
to the Jersey City school sys- wﬂlahawket,x; Sewerage Authority
"G é said. for losing the money.
tem‘ln(,z(;(li((iiric::P(t))nsa;lu secondary Crimmins indicated that @he
plant upgrades to break down authority’s opposition to building
human wastes, many pipes an a sludge gasifier as part o{ t‘he
connections will have to be in- upgraded plant caused the b?du:
spected by municipalities. to bypass the project when do m;t,
More inspections will lead 10 out federal funds. By o0
increases in construction. auﬁ.)orlz]ng phe contractor “ to
«Some of the Hoboken sew- begin the project_by Ju]y Vthe
er system is wooden,” Wolff  gewerage authority Jeopardnzb:d
said. “We're dealing with Syrs;’ the gran;s.maccordmg to the
5 ndum.
toel?‘s’ R oy m?‘rﬁz:la the HUCWSA not
. s for sewer- canceled the May 31 preconstruc-
age P‘i(:li;:g\l/eﬁgsts were can-  tion confexrenc“e and (_ielayed th7e
celed this year by the Bush contract signing until Sept. h L
Administration. State low in-  this project would have ;efezls;,: 2
terest loans are available, but  grant increase of sivg'4c f .,,:
eventually have to be paid. All  fiscal _year 1990, ' rimmins
pipes point to the taxpayer. wrote in the t_nemurandum: 5
“No question a massive un- The authority began try,lng t,
dertaking has to be done scuttle the gasifier project ; mos
Crimmins said. “I don’t want to lmmed_lapely after awar l‘ng a
guess what will happen to sew-  §34 million contract for its con-
erage rates because they're al-  struction nearly a year ago.

' " Claiming the gasifier is pollut-
ety douiiing ww. ing, inefficient and unreliable.

Continued from Pagehl AN
oken, Weehawken
Umgr?tz‘ity are already under
state orders to upgrade the Tri-
ity system. .
Clty“li,oboken‘s paying 320000
a month in fines to the DEP,
Crimmins said. “This 1§ just go-
ingto compound the sxt_uatlon.
Richard Wolff, chairman of
Tri-City, said the negouahor}s
with the DEP and federal envi-
ronmental officials sped their
ess.
pmgb‘recaucus, which has the
most effective sewage treat-
ment in the county, still has to
improve its system because_x}
discharges waste into Mil
Creek, a freshwater ppdy. _
Sewage authorities will
now have to screen their indus-

Will Dell’Aquila have the last laugh?

Wb K /\) g g - 1= oming into th plantS.ThiS
Mabon may have io ,%Of%steo_/fg% remgva/l e ‘ O e 0

Shipyards, Mabon process, called pre-treatment,
AW with the Hoboken Shi

ad ves
pality

than
See CLEAN WATER — Page 6

Gene

mkmspizeofﬂ:ﬁaﬁnmcendyben%qum,
under pressure form the DEP, hired Clean Ventures, a
* Perth Amboy-based environmental company, to cover
the drums and cart them away. .
As of Friday, the drums, which contain waste from
electrical transformers, had been repacked but were still
on the pier. ;
Under the agreement, Mabon would split ali environ-
mental clean-up costs up to $300,000 with the Citizen’s
First National Bank — Mabon pays for any costs above
that amount, Citiuu’xﬁmha!’endamdnmﬁning
19 acres still owned by Deli’Aquila and has no interest
in the 45 acres which will transfer to Mabon. It is in-
‘wolved in the clean-up effort as the
-mwmammmwhm?gsw
1a's bohalf.

inherited is aimed at minimizing _lhe
rotting 55-gallon drums of highi femoving amount of toxlin: flowing
aaled article Hndson. Dispatct ’m“ ants.
g‘::eng msys.hm the cost of rem ““%‘E‘; oty Tapin flaw is that
hm"o:dl-mbegim e . y”x::mw . it doesn’'t address cpmb'i:::

| drums’ presence ' n.lnuuu Mabon g, environ -
: 3 mamwmm ?gl“i,g{s os‘;ti%(.)wz\t least seven
g:r uiring ;q::: ; '“;mm» Protec- times a year combined sewers
| Hm.m kh“m o dump thousands of gallons of
o. W'fl'mu'. - | raw sewage into waterways,
Mlbonuon h = = plenden‘ Wolff said. All sewer systems in

On Thursday, the same day in which the Mabon/Dell’-
Aquilla settlement, Cathy Corton, a vice president at
Nwd-ulrdidnotknowmm

—_— oliowing Corton County are combined.
would kel Mabon Hud;gg DEP e’)’(pects to fine 70
i o o for not meeting standards dur-
BT : e ing dry weather.

| The act kicks inJuly 1, 1991
and most early fines may be
negotiated away, but if munici-
palities continue to violate
minimum pollution standards
an automatic fine schedule

percent of all municipalities
"We are i

Was Pasculli given $3,000?

Mayor may

have taken illegal donations

i-1-7e

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — The city’s Republican
Party chairman, who claims he gave
$3,000 in cash campaign contributidns to
Mayor Patrick Pasculli, said yesterday
he was unaware it was illegal to make
such donations.

Salvatore D’Amelio also said it is
“coincidental” that he decided to talk
about the contributions at the same time
he is organizing a movement to have
Pasculli recalled.

“I don’t know what’s legal and what’s
not legal as far as campaign declar-
ations,” D’Amelio said. “I'm not looking
to harm (Pasculli).”

Stats election laws prohibit anyone
from giving or receiving cash contribu-
tions of more than $100.

D’Amelioc maintains that he, former

Councilwoman Helen Macri, and local
accountant Joseph Lisa combined to give
Pasculli and city Clerk James Farina —
a Pasculli ally — $5,000 at two different
meetings during the spring of 1989.

Macri refused to comment yesterday
and Lisa did not return phone calls.

D’Amelio, who cannot remember the
exact dates of the meetings, said one took
place “about two weeks” before the May
election and the second occurred just
before the City Council runoff.

First-time violators of the election law
face fines of up to $1,000.

Pasculli, who served as a councilman
before becoming mayor, has never been
fined by the state Election Law Enforce-
ment Commission for financing infrac-
tions.

Violators also could face criminal pros-
ecution if they broke the law “knowingly
or willingly.” If convicted, they could be

&E€1don’tknow what’s

legal and what’s not legal
as far as campaign declar-

ations.99 ¢, varore p'ameLio

slapped with fines up to $7,500 and a
maximum 18-month prison sentence.

“Ignorance of the law is mo excuse,”
said Fred Herrmann, executive director
of the commission. “The law says that
giving cash contributions of more than
$100 is illegal, just as receiving those
donations is.”

Herrmann would not say if his agency
is investigating D’Amelio’s allegations.

Hudson County Prosecutor Paul M.
DePascale and officials from the state
Attorney General’s Office and the U.S.

'Contributions
to Pasculli

JJ-

to be probed

Feds, state or county to act

I-S; Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writers

Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale said vesterday
he will investigate allegations
that Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli took hefty illegal cam
paign contributions in cash

“1 will check with the U.S
Attorney’s office and the Attor-
ney General to see if there is an
ongoing investigation or if they
plan to conduct an investiga-
tion,” DePascale said

“1f not, we will open a file
and take a look,” DePascale
said

“There will be an investi-
gation. By w hom the investiga
tion will be conducted, it is too
early to tell,” he added

The prosecutor’'s com
ments were in response to a
news story in The Jersey Jour-
nal in which two people said
they each gave Pasculli $1,750
in cash about two weeks before
the May 9, 1989 municipal
election

According to Salvatore
D’'Amelio, chairman of the Ho
boken Republican Party, and
Helen Macri former City
Council president, they
gave Pasculli $1,750 in cash pri

each

or to the municipal election. It
is illegal to give or accept a
cash contribution of more than
$100, according to election
laws. All contributions of more
than $100 must be reported to
the state elections commission.

D'Amelio and Macri said
that they each gave Pasculli
another $1,750 in cash about a
week before the June 13 runoff
election. According to D'Ame-
lio and Macri, Joseph Lisa, a
certified public accountant,
joined them in giving Pasculli a
cash contribution before the
municipal election and again
before the runoff election.

Lisa will not comment but
in an earlier interview said he
may have given the money.

Frederick Herrmann, the

ector of the state Election
Law Enforcement Commission,
would not say if the agency will
conduct an investigation into
the published report

In general terms, any mat-
ter before the commission we
think is a possible eriminal vio-
lation, we have the authority to
reter to the ‘\"ﬂrn(iy (‘,eneral's
ot " Herrmann said.
We would wait until the

See CAMPAIGN — Page 4

Attorney’s Office said they were not
investigating the case.

Pasculli and Farina, who is also the
city Board of Education president, said
they have not been interviewed by
authorities.

And D’Amelio said he discussed his
accusations only with newspaper re-
porters. He said he did not file a com-
plaint with any government agency be«
cause he “never had occasion” to do so.

Pasculli and Farina refused to com-
ment on D’Amelio’s allegations yesteér-
day, referring all questions to their at-
torneys, Joseph Hayden and Thomas
DeClemente.

“My client denies doing anything un-
ethical,” Hayden said yesterday. “The
public can judge for itself whether the
people making these allegations are
motivated by a desire for good govern-
ment or a desire for political assassina-

tion.”

Tuesday night, before the allegations
became public, Pasculli denied any
wrongdoing and said the charges were
“deeply rooted in politics.”

D’Amelio heads a group called People
United to Save Hoboken, which is bent
on ousting Pasculli from City Hall.

“I think he’s been a complete failure as
a chief administrator and a political
leader,” D’Amelio said. “The man isn’t
running his own ball game.”

While he maintains Pasculli promised
to appoint Republicans to key city boards
in exchange for GOP support in the
mayoral campaign, D’Amelio denied the
cash contributions were payments for
those commitments. :

“No way, no how was there any under-
standing whatsoever that it was quid pro
quo,” D’Amelio said. “The two things
were separate in my mind.”

Costufltirled pollution fighters trick or treat in Hoboken

11-1

By Dan Rosenfeld
Journal staff writer

On the scariest day of the
year Toxic Avengers trick-or-
treated around Hoboken to
frighten residents into pushing
for pollution prevention.

Six Toxic Avengers
dressed like fluorescent Zoros
in black capes, masks and glow-
ing shirts talked to people
about the billions of pounds of
toxins used in New Jersey.

The environmental trick-
or-treat run by the New Jersey
Public Interest Research
Group was a continuation of
the lobby group's efforts to
push for passage of the Pollu-
tion Prevention Act pending
before the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee. ¢

“It's Halloween so0 were
out telling people about the

Campaign contributions to be probed

Continued from Page 1

scary amount of toxins in the
state,” said Marian Wise, an
environmental attorney for
NJPIRG. “We have more Su-
perfund sites and more haz-
ardous waste site than any oth-
er state in the country.”

The majority of state envi-
ronmental laws regulate the
amount of toxic waste industry
can spew out. More than 179
million pounds of toxic ‘waste
was legally released into New
Jersey air, land and water in
1988, according to the state De-
partment of Environmental
Protection. Industry used or
produced 7.4 billion pounds of
toxic chemicals in 1987, accord-
ing to the federal Toxic Re-
lease Inventory Data Base.

The Pollution Prevention
Act would call on industry to
replace toxic materials like ac-
etone and methanol with less

toxic or non-toxic materials. In-
dustry officials and DEP repre-
sentatives would set a realistic
timetable for switching to envi-
ronmentally benign materials.

“It would make companies
do an inventory and see where
they could stop pollution from
ever happening,” Wise said.
“We're not talking about mak-
ing them do anything they
can't.”

Hoffman-LaRoche, the
pharmaceutical giant and a top
polluter, conducted an internal
audit of toxic waste and use.
That accounting convinced it to
cut emissions by 90 percent by
the end of the century, said
Alfred Wasilewski, a Hoffman-
LaRoche spokesman.

Judith Yaskin, DEP com-
missioner, has repeatedly
called for pollution controls.
NJPIRG members say the Pol-

lution Prevention Control Act
will accomplish that and could
cut toxic emissions in half. The
Appropriations Committee is
scheduled to vote on it Dec. 3.
Environmentalists say the bill,
which has been endorsed by
Gov. Jim Florio, appears to
have the necessary votes to
pass.

“We've gotten 35,000 signa-
tures state-wide,” said Angela
Bonarrigo, the lead Avenger.
“We go out every night talking
to people but we usually don't
look like this.”

Another piece of pending
legislation is aimed at reduc-
ing heavy metals in packaging.
The metallic covering on many
champagne bottles contains
lead as do most electronic
devices.

An informed community is
the best method of convincing
industry to change materials it
chooses to use.

“The Toxic Avengers are
saying we are no longer going
to tolerate the numbers of tox-
ics used by industry,” Wise
said. “We're trying to tell the
average citizen that they are
the greatest toxic avenger.”

attorney general completes its
investigation before we decid-
ed to do a civil investigation,”
he added.

“But I can assure you, we
don’t ignore situations like
this,” Herrmann said, adding,
“We would not ignore any story
of that nature.”

Public officials both inside
and outside his administration
said the allegations create a

cloud over his administration.
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius, who served as Pasculli's
campaign manager, said he
never received any cash contri-
butions from Lisa, D’Amelio
and Macri.

Steve Busch, head of a Co-
alition for a Better Waterfront,
said that rumors about cash
campaign contributions are
part of Hudson County's politi-
cal landscape

“But to have people admit
it is a different story,” Busch
said. “I hope there is an
investigation.”

Chuck Davis, spokesman
for the attorney general, would
not comment on whether there
is an investigation or plans for
one. Local officials and politi-
cal figures outside Hoboken ei-
ther questioned the motiva-
tions of Pasculli's accusers or
were noncommital

“Getting cash in itself is
nothing. Reporting it is the is-
sue,” said Jersey City Mayor
Gerald McCann, calling the ac-
cusations politically-motivat-
ed. County Executive Robert
Janiszewski said D’Amelin “is
obviously on the opposite side
of the political spectrum” from
Pasculli. County GOP Chair-
man Aaron Schulman called on
D'Amelio to quit as city
chairman.

Journal photo by Lary Cutchall

Members of the Toxic Avengers, an environmental protest
group, leave a home in Hoboken after alerting the residents to

the threats of toxic waste.
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By Jo-Ann Moriarty ~ K
Journal blé{fl_\il_‘_l!(‘_l‘ i j,/j 2 /2(_/

~ The rehiring of two city workers
with ties to Hoboken political lead
ers nearly triggered a walk-out by
municipal employees still reeling
from the layoffs for budget reasons
of 100 fellow city workers

The protest in Hoboken City
Hall was averted yesterday by mu-
nietpal union officers, who advised
cly workers to stay at their jobs
despite discontent over the rehiring
of twe entrance level clerks.

“In my 33 years in City Hall, |
have pever seen the city workers in
an uproar that they wanted to walk
out,” said Mary Lou McGrath, munic
ipal union secretary

The unrest was triggered by the
rehiring of two entrance level clerks
for the tax collector’'s office. The two
women, Joan Dobbins and Frances
Lucatorto, are half-sisters. The lat-
ter is married to the nephew of City
Clerk James Farina. The nephew is a
public works employee.

“People are really up in arms

with two vears on the b over peo
ple with 10 vears on the job, and the
girls are both related to Jimmy Fari-
na through marriage,” said James
Fisher. municipal workers union
president

“It smell
said

Farina and M
culli could not
comment g

The most upsetting aspect of the
rehiring, McGrath said, is that both
women were hired back from a lay-
off list and given promotions that
normally take more than 20 years t0o
achieve

Both women were account
clerks, McGrath said. The next rank
is senior clerk and the highest rank
is principal clerk, she said. McGrath
said that only eight city employees
are principal clerks. She said that
she attained that rank after 25 years
on the job

“It may be legally right, but mor
ally and ethically, it is a slap in the
face to every city employee,
McGrath said.

politics,” Fisher

or Patrick Pas-
reached for

gs almost spur walk-out

ond and third, respectively. on the
rehire list for clerks, MeGrath said

Al leaslt one woman was by
passed, she said. The status of anoth-
er woman with 12 years as a welfare
investigator account clerk is still be-
ing reviewed by Civil Service, she
said

Dobbins has 315 days as a certi-
fied account clerk and Lucatorto has
been certified for 173 days, McGrath
said

“It is blatantly unfair,” said one
veteran employee

Although Pasculli said that he
would not rehire city employees be-
cause of a fiscal crisis, about 100
workers received their walking pa-
pers in September. Business Admin-
istrator Edwin Chius said the clerks
were needed to run the tax collec-
tor's office to send out tax bills.

Chius said that he wouldn't have
cared if the workers walked off their
jobs.

“We would find out how many
more people we wouldn't need,”
Chius said, adding that if the senior
workers left their jobs, the city

Fisher, home recovering from
surgery, said that he discouraged
workers from walking out because
they would be vulnerable to suspen-
sions or firings

But something has got to be
done to show that we are all disgust-
ed by the action,” Fisher said

Finance Director Nicholas Gold-
sack said that tax eollector's office
needed more people to send tax
bills

The collector’s office lost two
more clerks since the massive lay-
offs became effective in September,
Chius said.

McGrath said that both women
should not have bheen called back

“Instead, they were brought
back out of sequence and given a
higher title,” McGrath said, “and it is
causing chaos.”

Councilman Steve Cappiello
said that the council agreed to staff
the tax collector’s with two more
clerks. He said that he was unaware
of the workers who would be called
back

He said that he would ask the

because they brought back people
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Dobbins and Lucatorto are sec

Pasculli’s attorney dismisses
charges of wrongdoing

County Prosecutor to consider entering investigation

By Alex Ladd - "

n attorney for Mayor Patrick Pasculli stated on
Thursday that the mayor denies any wrongdoing
regarding his campaign finances amidst allegations
by the mayor’s political ts that they gave him cash
contributions during his 1859 mayoral campaign. .
"Mayor Pasculli denies that be did anything illegal, im-
m)per or-unethical,” said attomey Joseph Hayden. "He will
ve it up to the public to decide ther these belated

“‘Mayor Pasculli denies that he did
- anything illegal, improper or
unethical,”’ said attorney Joseph
Hayden. ‘‘He will leave it up to the
public to decide whether these belated
accusations are the product of public
spirited citizens or an attempt at
political assassination. We are
“researching a possible civil action for
libel and slander."’

accusations are the product of public spirited citizens or an
attempt at political assassination. We are researching a pos-
sible civil action for libel and slander.” &

The chairman of the Hoboken Republican party, Sal D’-
Amelio Sr., and Helen Macri, the recently dismissed direc-
tor of the Department of Parks and Publi:“::?mm. al-
feged in an article in Wednesday's Jersey J that along
with accountant Joe Lisa, they gave $5,000 in cash to the
1989 Pasculli mayoral campaign in which Pasculli defeated
Hoboken City Counciimember Joseph Della Fave.

D’'Amelio also claims that the three again contributed
$5,000 at Pasculli’s bebest to three administration-backed
councilmembers in a runoff election in 1989,

According to Fredrick Herrmann, a director for the state
Election Law Enforcement Commission, it is illegal to give
or receive cash contributions of over $100. The law also
states that any contribution of over $100 must be reported
according to name and address of the contributor. The Jour-

4 « The Hoboken Reporter » November 11, 1990

Catholic schools may
be co-sponsored

nal article states that the contributions were not listed in
Pasculli's campaign records. 14
According to Herrmann, should his office determine that
an illegal contribution was willfully and knowingly made or
received, be will refer the case 1o the state Attomey
General's office. According to Herrmann, the offense car-
ries a fine of up to $7,500 and a prison sentence of up to 18
months. S
. Lisa and Macri could not be reached for comment *
D’Amelio confirmed to the R on Thursday his al-
legation that he, Macri and Lisa donated the money to Pas-
culli. However, he denies that this action was timed to dis-
credit the mayor as pant of the newly formed anti-ad-
ministration group which D'Amelio recently helped found,
calling itself "People United to Save Hoboken" (PUSH).
“Absolutely not, there is no relationship at all. These
(members of PUSH) are a group of people who are looking
al what can possibly be done to deal with a $10 (sic) tax
increase.... I was asked by a reporter if these things occurred
and | saw no reason to say that they didnt," he said.

would save more money.

council to review the matter.

D’Amelio was unable to recall the exact dates of the con-
tribution and says be has no withdrawal slips.

D'Amelio says that he did not know at the time that the
alleged contributions were made that such contributions are
illegal.

i t would have been awful, ridiculous and ignorant if I
had Pam'cipated in knowingly violating the law,” he said.

D'Amelio said he first found out that the contributions
were not included in Pasculli’s election record "a couple of
months ago”. When asked why he did not the omis-
sion to the authorities, he answered, “I don’t see any reason
why. I don't know whether the money was used for other
purposes that were legal. Also, I believe that it is their
responsibility to make the declarations." .

In addition, D’ Amelio says that he, Macri and Lisa dopated
an additional $5,000 after Pasculli was elected to support
Pasculli-backed at-large councilmembers for the June ‘89
council runoff. The second donation was also not included
in the financial statement, according to the Jersey Joumal.

D’Amelio says that be decided to give his support to Pas-
culli after Pasculli, then a councilmember, agreed to appoint
nominees from the Hoboken Republican party to various
city agencies and to consider a job for his son Salvatore D’

- Amelio Jr. as an in-house attorney to the Board of Education

(see side bar). D'Amelio says that his agreement with Pas-
culli came months before the alleged contribution and that
the two were not related. :

"No way/no how was there any mention of patronage,”
D’Amelio Sr. said.

Hudson County Prosecutor Paul De Pascal refused to com-
ment the following day as to whether his office would con-
duct an investigation into the matter. In Thursday’s Jersey
Journal, however, De Pascal was quoted as saying that his
office would ':ren an investigation if the state or federal
attorney general had not already done so.

Teachers
leave at

final bell
RBevscti e
need staff in Hoboke

By Jo-Ann Mo}iiar'l_w;‘r
‘Lm{fng]:;aﬂ' writer

Two Hoboken school trust-
ees fear that despite extra state
money for the district there is a
shortage of teachers interested
In staffing new after-school
programs, specifically ones for
latch key children

“It is a big problem, even
when we are offering big mon-
ey,” said Trustee Claire De-
Palma. “They are struggling to
get people to do it,” she said

Trustee Ed Garcia said
money 1is available for after
school programs “but no one
wants to work those hours. The
money is there. But we are not
getting the staff, we are not

getting a willingness from the
HTA (Hoboken Teachers’ Asso-
ciation). I dont know if there is
g0ing to be a change in
attitude.”
~ Louise Cutillo Boscia, HTA
vice president, said she was not
aware of a shortage of teachers
to work after-school programs.
“They should make the pro-
grams, post the jobs and see
what happens,” Boscia said. “If
they haven't offered positions,
how do they know that no one
wants them,” she asked.
“It’s too speculative. There
are 380 teachers. I don’t know

See TEACHERS — Page 4

Teachers go at final bell

Continued from Page |
who wants an after school ]Hh
n sure that

there are peoj vho want
them }"""' la saua

I'rustee Perry Belfiore
agreed it is too early to say
teachers will not be available
ior new programs next fall
They're assuming and you
know what happens when you
assume,” Belfiore said

One indicator that both De-
Palma and Garcia point to is
the in-house curriculum com
mittee, designed to revise the
distriet’s teaching plan

DePalma and Garcia said
there is a shortage of teachers
to serve on that committee
which meets once a week for
two hours and offers an hourly
stipend. Belfiore said the sti-
pend isn't enough to interest
teachers

Boscia said she was not
aware there was a shortage on
the committee

Dr. Theodore Jenkins, di-
rector of curriculum, who is
rewriting the curriculum with
the teachers’ committee, said
there is a shortage of teachers.

Hoboken will receive an
additional $3.8 million next
vear from the state Quality of
Education Act of 1990. De-
Palma and Garcia want to ear-
mark some of that for after-
school programs, specifically
tutoring and helping with
homework.

“We are sending kids home
at 2:30 to empty houses. We

and who doe

need to provide a safe place for
latch key kids,” DePalma said
The after-school program i
going to depend on staffing
'he curriculum comn
fers $22 an hour for so
ies and science. No
to stay after school

Jenkins attributes the lack
of teachers on the committee to
two reasons. One is that teach
ers are not comfortable devel
oping curriculum for social
studies and science. The other
is that teachers have after
school responsibilities and
want to go home to their fam-
ilies or to another job. he said

He said that DePalma and
Garcia have a valid point. “It is
not a question of money, but
teachers have other
responsibilities.”

Belfiore noted that one
reason summer school was dis-
continued was because of the
lack of teachers

DePalma, Garcia and Bel-
fiore are hopeful that the con-
solidaton of six schools, which
now each contain pre-kinder-
garten to eighth grade, to a dis-
trict of four school with two
buildings containing pre-kin-
dergarten to third grade, and
two other buildings with fourth
grade to seventh grade, will
help staff the after school
programs.

Instead of six separate
buildings trying to provide in-
struction for nine or 10 grades,
two schools can concentrate on
two age groups, trustees say.

1tee of
1al stud
one wants

Sal D’Amelio Sr.; a power
broker or power spoiler?

By Alex Ladd

alvatore D’ Amelio, 68, the man who is alleging to

///L//?( //&ZJ(JA/IF’/J /pC’f'\L’J}'f”e V'

of $25 million Presidential Towers project plaoned for

have given cash contributions to Mayor Patrick Pas-  property that his father owned.

SAL

Jrom cover

said. "My intention was to have Helen Macri run for mayor.
She was invelved in her business and it was not appropriate
50 we (the Hoboken Republican Party) had to one or
the other. We had a meeting with Joe Della Fave, which was
a delightful meeting, and then we had a feeling-out meeting
with Pasculli. When we met with the Republican Party, the
majority wanted to Pasculli. 1 didn't like the in-
fluence that Laurie Fabiano and Steve Block had on Joe
Della Fave. With that, 'we sat down with Pasculli and his
people”. According to D’ Amelio, he agreed to and
~endorse Pasculli months before the election after |11
- agreed to appoint candidates of his choosing to several city
¢ bondsndlo-?oimlﬁuonumln-hommyfmh
Board of Education. -
It was "weeks before" the May 1989 election, in which
Pasculli decisively beat Joe Della Fave, that D'Amelio says
« the first alleged cash contribution of $5,000 occurred. He
- denies that alleged contribution was in exchange for

R -
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intments. ey
guring the Pasculli administration, D’Amelio says that -

their relationship deteriorated further with the failure of Pas-
culli to appoint his Republican candidates to city boards. He
said that he was particularly dis: i when Pasculli did
not put Helen Macri on the administration ticket as council-
woman-at-large. >
"Pasculli said that as far as he was concerned, he was
already committed to Dick England. Although England is a
Republican, I didn’t like the way that it was done, We are
the Rsﬂublian Party in Hoboken -- we should chose," he
said. "He replaced other Republicans, but not through our
organization. 1 brought it to his attention on several oc-
casions. I said that we are trying to build on a partisan basis
-~ our interest was to build on a county, state and federal
level, but on the local Ievel we were trying to build the &my
around him, in his favor, providing that he comply with his
statement to the Republican Party as to what he wouald do to
benefit the citizens of Hoboken, which he has not done."
Besides being the founder of the anti-administration
PUSH movement, D’ Amelio is the owner of Adams Sales
and Service, a plumbing supply company located on Jeffer-
son Street.

have until early December to accept the

whether it a

plans or submit counter-proposals. .
Ultimately, Hurley says, "every K

| or not, ar-

ticipate in co-sponsorship. The

wants ‘to be sure Catholic education is

available to every child who wants one.”
Both St. Joe's and OLG schools are in

financial trouble, Hurley and school ad-

St. Joe's, OLG directed to consider options

By John M. Cropley
oboken's Our Lady of Grace and

St. Joseph's grammar schools have

e I?yl;:embe : plan

of Newark to prepare by Ta
for i , ~-@n m
said recently, and if the
archdiocese’s suggested plan is adopted,
the OLG building will house the two
i 'mdemandSLJoe'l:bod“n
be the second such co-spon-
Clomhip i as many years, and wold edoce
the number of Catholic grammar schools in

Hoboken to three. :
Urban Catholic schools are, in many

fect public schools: rising costs and dwin-
congregations — whose donations support
schools — some schools are hard-pressed to
survive.

Representatives of the two Hoboken
parishes were among those from 40
parishes who m:hii: ea‘rgOctober ::;_:t;
cuss CO-Sponso -- the support
school by two or more parishes. To “ensure
Catholic education remains in the com-
munity,” says archdiocese spokigm
Michael Hurley, the archdiocese, ex-
tensive study, prepared co-sponsorship
proposals for each of the parishes. They

ministrators report. "It's conceivable that
[ without ip}, two or three
down the line, ne school will be
ing," Hurley says. OLG, one of the
mm&hoﬁc schools in the state, has
been operating since 1864.
studying demographics, costs,
building conditions and earoliment,  the
archdiocese suggested OLG's building be
co-sponsorship site, Hurley says.
me"No one wants to lose their school," says
the Reverend Terry Pescatore, pastor of St.

- FEASONS
children

archdiocese has been very, very generous
whenever we ask,” he says, but that just
isn't enough. "We can’t do it alone.”

~the church. The 24-year-old

school has been closed. However, he says,
John Paul I is "holding its own =k
the kids get along pretty well, and it's
functioning smoothly" for a two-month old
venture.
Sts. Peter and Paul, the only other
arochial grammar school in Hoboken, has
Ducked trends and is doing quite well for
jtself, both in finances and enroliment, ac-

: astor of
cording to the Ld“‘l“““g
which has low operating costs, is almos
100 small for the the growing enrolimen

he says.

culli (see page 4)has deep roots in Hoboken politics
dating back to m-.? lf&: 50's when he was appointed Health
and Welfare director under the Grogan administration. The
political relationship between Salvatore D’ Amelio and Pas-
culli has had its ups and downs, but adiymonoouldbeseen
coming as early as the Vezzetti adminm.ntion.. v;vhen Pas-
culli was a young councilmember and D’Amelio’s son was

ity attorney.
mg'Amelioybmb with Steve C:ppiell:i)1 in 1985 to support
Tom Vezzetti, whose election victory that same year ende
the 12-year reign of the Cappiello administration. D Amelio
remembers when he was on a committee lppnckthmecoun-
cilmembers-at-large to run on the Vezzetti ticket.

“Through (Angelo) Valente, (Patrick) Caufield and ;n):self,
we selected three councilmembers-at-large. Pasculli insisted
that he run as one of the candidates. He was a councilman in
the 6th ward and wanted to upgrade his position to at-large
and we accepted.”

D'Amelio’s
son Sllv?(lngea :

’ J"l'm su(;e that (the .P'?oimment) was related to my sup-
port,” D' Amelio said. "But it was llso_ b;causs be (Vezzetti)
was impressed with my son as an individual. j

Vezzetti would later call the npmnm\m_of SalD Amelio
Jr. one of the biggest mistakes of hi admimmnmn. The late
mayor ained that D' Amelio Jr. was failing to
cooperate with his admlmsmb' istration by q)pocm“huneo;
dinances to remove the mayor's

weun:lotopmthebepm’;nemmc&mymderdn
ﬁw Department. Vezzetti also alleged that D'Amelio Jr.
interfered in zoning board matters in order to win approval

rt for Vezzetti also helped him have his
Amelio Jr. appointed city attorney in
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i , during the early days of the Vezzetti administra-
ugnoﬂ’?;nctyxui uurr:gone of thye suyunchesl allies of D‘A'melxo.‘s
son. Indeed after a political falling out between D’Amelio
Jr. and Vezzetti, the late mayor claimed that he had ap-
pointed D’ Amelio Jr. partly because of pressure from Pas-

li. :
c\‘;lezuni fired D' Amelio Jr. on July 1, 1986, only to see him
re-hired the next day by the city council. It was Pasculli who
seconded the resolution to re-hire. . _

“I believe that the mayor acted callously and_mq)omnbly

and 1 believe that it represents a deliberate action to destroy
a person with a career in law... he is Elacin; the reputation
of a hard working attomey at stake,” Pasculli said at the
time. e

D’ Amelio Jr. was fired again in October of 1986, this time
with the val of the council and Patrick Pasculli. D'-
Amelio claimed that Pasculli had betrayed his son by failing
to support him a second time. . :

"He moved against my son unfairly and it was extremely
wrong," D' Amelio said. “Pasculli and (Dave) _Robens made
it clear that if Vezzetti moved against him, that they
wouldn't go with him ... they said that they wanted his
resignation. (My son) was shocked as many other

ple were because he e ted his support against
(Laurie) Fabiano. Whatever Pasculli mMe.'l dpn t
know - his actions speak for themselves," D'Amelio sud.'

Anermnilﬁtill?:lingombemdetwo. why did
D’ Amelio go on to Pasculli during the 1989 mayoral
election against ¢ ber Joe Della Fave? :

"I for ope did not want to support Pasculli,” D'Amelio

continued on page 4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

release the gasifer contract
g "i‘oeminll Co n Co. of
-Ridge.
ngo:ﬁng" decision came nearly
a year after the tri-city authority
and the Hudson County Utilities  tk
Authority awarded the contract city
to Terminal. The award was cont-
ingent on the state approving an
air-quality permit for t:he gasifer.
Gasification is an innovative

’————_

in which sewage
Moueu over hot sand to
create gas. The gas is then burned
to help power the plant.
Almost as soon as they nwudad'
the contract, a majority (?f t.he tri-
commissioners
began battling to stop construc-
tion of the gasifier on en-
vironmental

grounds.

economic

At the same time they have
been fighting  the gasifier,
authority commissioners and
local elected officials have spent
the last year trying to find an
acceptable alternative.

Until 1ast week, it appeared the
authority had settled on
pelletization. In pelletization,
sludge is dried and then formed
into pellets, which can be dumped
in landfills or sold as fertilizer.

But at its last meeting, the
authority voted unanimously to
return the pelletization report

cases, victim to the same changes that ai-

Tax collector’s office rehirings
angers union members

Seniority roll overlooked; political favoritism charged

By Alex Ladd

unicipal Employees Association (MEA) president

Jamcclg Fxshe?stned that his union will be looking

into the city's rehiring of two employees to the tax
collector's office after receiving several complaints from
union members citing that they were rehired because of
political favoritism. The rehirings nearly lead to a walkout
on Thursday by workers at City Hall. _

The two workers in question are related to City Cleck
James Farina by marriage, leading to the charges of political
favoritism. :

"We called our attomey and will be researching this and
certainly will take whatever action we can,” Fisher said
“They have rehired two people with minimal seniority. They
have four years between them. Out of 100 people that were
laid off, SO have more seniority. We had people ask if they
could walk off the job over this. It’s the kind of thmg"thal
aggravates you and completely aggravates the workers

"The hiring is legal,” said City Business Administrator Ed

Chius. “The tax collector has a right to pick who be wants.
He's ficked people that have experience in that depart-
ment.

MEA secretary Mary Lou McGrath says that while the
action may be legal, the city, in rehiring the two wo_(keu,
has bypassed several city workers with more experience.
A ing to McGrath, one of the workers rehired, Joan
Dobbins, has 315 days seniority as a certified account clerk,
and the other, Frances Lucatorto, has been certified 173 days
in the same titie. ;

Lucatorto is maried to Farina’s nephew and Dobbins is
Lucatorto's half sister. _

"] have nothing to do with that (the rehirings),” said Farina.
"That was worked out between (City Business Ad-
ministrator) Ed Chius and (Tax Collector) Louis Picardo. If
it was up to me, I'd hire everyone back.”

McGrath says that many union members are also angry
that the two workers are ‘y)ei.ng hired at a title higher than
principle clerk.

“It takes people 16 years to get that title " McGrath said
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According to McGrath, account clerks resent entry Jevel
p‘(»sxims followed in rank by semior clerk and principle
clerk.

There is one person ahead of the two rehired workers on
the reemployment list for account clerks who, according to
the payroll department, has been certified since July 20,
1989. According to Chius, however, that list is only in effect
within the title of account clerk.

The two rehirings come after the layoff of about 110
municipal employees in September. They were requested by
Picardo in light of one retirement and one leave of absence
in the tax collector’s office. According to Picardo, in a letter
to Hoboken Finance Director Nicholas Goldsack, the city's
recent layoffs reduced the office’s staff from six to four
employees. The retirement and leave of absence would
leave his office with only two employees, including himself,
at a time when tax bills are scheduled to go out, Picardo said
in his letter.

As of Friday, however, according to the payroll depart-
ment, the worker who is listed by Picardo as scheduled for~
retirement had not yet filed the necessary retirement papers.
Those papers must be filed at least three months before a
retirement can go into effect. With the two new hirings then,
there are presently five people on salary al the tax
collector’s office, according to the city paytoll_ office.

The workers who, according to Picardo, will be retiring
and going on a leave of absence have ctive salaries of
$28,141 and $24,917 per year. Picardo recommended
that the two rehired workers, who started working on
Thursday, be brought back at their previous salary of
$16,692

Hearing set today

By EDWARD K.L{H&ZEA% o

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — Work on a con-
troversial sludge gasifier already
has begun, but the legal battle
against the $34 million facility is
scheduled to continue in g
Hackensack courtroom today.

Today’'s hearing, in front of a
three-judge panel in the appellate
division of state Superior Court,
will address the question of
whether the gasifier requires a
state-issued solid waste permit.

The Hoboken-Union City.
Weehawken Seweraée
Authority, which is appealing a
lower court ruling, maintains the

Hoboken gasifier
fIQQtpto/ 0/9/

tinue

/3/90

cflity needs the permit because
it would create ash residue. The
state Environmental Protection
Department disagrees.

Tricity authority attorney
Frank Leanza said he hopes the
appeals court will render 3
speedy decision.

“To date not much has hap.
pened at the job site,” Leanga
said. “The judges seem sym.

pathetic to the need for quick |
action in this matter.”

In August, Hudson County Sy.
perior Court Judge Dorotheg
0O’C. Wefing ruled against the
authority. She ordered the agen.

Please see GASIFIER Page 10

back to its engineers for further
study. The commissioners said
they were troubled by the pres-
ence of a huge smokestack — also
included in the gasifier — as part
of the pelletization process.

“I'm deadly opposed to any
smokestack,” said Abraham
Antun, a Union City representa-
tive on the authority. “And I'd
rather deal with fines than build
something I don't want.”

Antun was referring to possible
federal fines if the sewage treat-
ment plant is not upgraded by
July 1992.

“Everyone’s focusing more on
deadlines that on what were
doing, what it’s going to cost and
what the impact is going to be,
Antun added.




Hoboken rehirings almost spur walk-out

Jo-Ann Moriarty T

?' * rehiring of two city workers
with ties to Hoboken political lead-
ers near Ir'lgg‘ered a walk-out by

i employees still reeling
the layoffs for budget reasons

400 fellow eity workers.
The protest in Hoboken City
w!u averted yesterday by mu-
union officers, who advised

Yy workers to stay at their jobs

: discontent over the rehiring

nee level clerks.

my 33 years in City Hall, I

have pever seen the city workers in

ap uproar that they wanted to walk

ut,"said Mary Lou McGrath, munic-
ipal union secretary

The unrest was triggered by the

rehiring of two entrance level clerks

for the tax collector’s office. The two

women, Joan Dobbins and Frances

Lucatorto, are half-sisters. The lat-
ter is d to the nephew of City
ClerkJames Farina. The nephew is a
public works employee.

“People are really up in arms

with two years on the job over peo-
ple with 10 years on the job, and the
girls are both related to Jimmy Fari-
na through marriage,” said James
Fisher, municipal workers union
president

“It smells of politics,” Fisher
said.

Farina and Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli could not be reached for
comment.

The most upsetting aspect of the
rehiring, McGrath said, is that both
women were hired back from a lay-
off list and given promotions that
normally take more than 20 years to
achieve.

Both women were account
clerks, McGrath said. The next rank
is senior clerk and the highest rank
is principal clerk, she said. McGrath
said that only eight city employees
are principal clerks. She said that
she attained that rank after 25 years
on the job.

“It may be legally right, but mor-
ally and ethically, it is a slap in the
face to every city employee,
McGrath said.

Dobbins and Luc@atorto are sec-

ond and third, respectively, on the
rehire list for clerks, MeGrath said.

At least one woman was bLy-
passed, she said. The status of anoth-
er woman with 12 years as a welfare
investigator account clerk is still be-
ing reviewed by Civil Service, she
said.

Dobbins has 315 days as a certi-
fied account clerk and Lucatorto has
been certified for 173 days, McGrath
said.

“It is blatantly unfair,” said one
veteran employee.

Although Pasculli said that he
would not rehire city employees be-
cause of a fiscal erisis, about 100
workers received their walking pa-
pers in September. Business Admin-
istrator Edwin Chius said the clerks
were needed to run the tax collec-
tor’s office to send out tax bills.

Chius said that he wouldn’t have
cared if the workers walked off their
jolis.

“We would find out how many
more people we wouldn’t need,”
Chius said, adding that if the senior
workers left their jobs, the city

Fisher, home recovering from
surgery, said that he discouraged
workers from walking out because
they would be vulnerable to suspen-
sions or firings.

“But something has got to be
done to show that we are all disgust-
ed by the action,” Fisher said.

Finance Director Nicholas Gold-
sack said that tax eollector’'s office
needed more people to send tax
bills.

The collector’s office lost two
more clerks since the massive lay-
offs became effective in September,
Chius said.

McGrath said that both women
should not have been called back

“Instead, they were brought
back out of sequence and given a
higher title,” McGrath said, “and it is
causing chaos.”

Councilman Steve Cappiello
said that the council agreed to staff
the tax collector’s with two more
clerks. He said that he was unaware
of the workers who wouid be called
back.

He said that he would ask the
council to review the matter.

because they brought back people
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P 3s°“lli’s attorney dismisses
charges of wrongdoing. *

County Prosecutor to consider

By Alex Ladd e

n attomey for Mayor Patrick Pasculli stated on
Thursday that the mayor denies any wrongdoing
regarding his campaign finances amidst allegations
by the mayor's poliﬁmlo“onmtsmumey gave him cash
contributions during his 1989 mayoral campaign. .
“Mayor Pasculli denies that be did anything illegal, im-
E:’xr or-unethical,” said attorney J Hayden. will
.veltupto’lhe public ‘to decide these belated

N

“*‘Mayor. Pasculli denies that he did '

"= anything illegal, improper or -

- unethical,” said attorney Joseph -

Hayden. ‘‘He will leave it up to the

_public to decide whether these belated
accusations are the product of public
spirited citizens or an attempt at

political assassination, We are
‘researching a possible civil action for
libel and slander.”’

accusations are the product of public spirited citizens or an
attempt at political assassination. We are researching a pos-
sible civil action for libel and slander.™ & - - |
The chairman of the Hoboken Republican party, Sal D’-
Amelfio Sr., and Helen Macri, the recently dismissed due.clf
tor of the artment of Parks and Public -
feged in nnblenli’de in Wednesday's Jersey Jmm
with accountant Joe Lisa, they gave $5,000 in cash to the
1989 Pasculli mayoral ign in which Pasculli defeated
Hoboken City Oomu'lmemm Joseph Della Fave. - .
D’Amelio also claims that the three again contributed
'$5,000 at Pasculli’s behest to three administration-backed
councilmembers in a runoff election in 1989. :
According to Fredrick Herrmann, a director for the state
Election Law Enforcement Commission, it is illegal to give
or receive cash contributions of over $100. The law also
states that any contribution of over $100 must be reported
according 1o name and address of the contributor. The Jour-.
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woulq save more money.

D’ Amelio was unable to recall the exact dates of the con-
tribution and says he has no withdrawal slips.
D'Amelio says that be did not know at the time that the
- alleged contributions were made that such contributions are
£ % © illegal. g3 '
"lsht would have been awful, ridiculous and gnonm if I
had Pmicipated in knowingly violating the law," he said.
D’'Amelio said be first out that the contributions
‘were not included in Pasculli's election record "a couple of
months ago”. When asked why he did not the omis-
sion to the authorities, he answered, "I don’t see any reason
why. I don’t know whether the money was used for other
purposes that were ‘legal. Also, 1 believe that it is their
: respounsibility to make the declarations.” _ « . |- °
: In addition, D’Amelio says that he, Macri and Lisa donated
nal article states that the contributions were not listed in an additional $5,000 after Pasculli was elected 10 support
Pasculli's campaign records, « - =2l P Pasculli-backed at-large councilmembers for the June ‘89
According to Herrmann, should his office determine that council runoff. The second donation was also not included
an illegal contributicz was willfully and knowingly made or in the financial statement, according to the Jersey Journal.
received, be will refer ibe case to the state : D"Amelio says that he decided to give his support to Pas-
General's office. ing to Herrmann, the offense car- culli after Pasculli, then a councilmember, agreed to appoint
ries a fine of up to $7,500 and a prison sentence of up to 18 nominees from the Hoboken Republican party to various
mounths. R b siw wigme o ges ity agencies and to consider a job for his son Salvatore D
. Lisa and Macri could not be reached for comment =~ ° Amelio Jr. uanin-bougemorneyto!heBondofBQucmon
D’Amelio confirmed to the on Thursday his al- (see side bar). D'Amelio says that his agreement with Pas-
legation that he, Macri and Lisa donated the money to Pas- culli came months before the alleged contribution and that
culli. However, he denies that this action was timed to dis- the two were not related. Toei -
credit the mayor as part of the mewly formed anti-ad- "No way/no how was there any mention of patronage,”
ministration group which D'Amelio recently helped found, D’'Amelio Sr. said. - FLE ‘
calling itself "People United to Save Hoboken".(PUSH). - Hudson County Prosecutor Paul De Pascal refused to com-
"Absolutely not, there is no relationship at all. These ment the following day as to whether his office would con-
(members of PUSH) are a group of people who are looking duct an investigation into the matter. In Thursday's Jersey
at what can possibly be done to deal with a $10 (sic) tax Joumal, however, De Pascal was quoted as saying that his
increase.... | was asked by a reporter if these things occurred Office would an on if the state or federal

entering investigation

Teachers
leave at

final bell
FTEAT
need staff in Hoboken

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

Two Hoboken school trust-
ees fear that despite extra state
money for the district there is a
shortage of teachers interested
In staffing new after-school
programs, specifically ones for
latch key children.

“It is a big problem, even
wh_c:n we are offering big mon-
ey,” said Trustee Claire De-
Palma. “They are struggling to
get people to do it,” she said.

Trustee Ed Garcia said
money is available for after
school programs “but mo one
wants to work those hours. The
money is there. But we are not
getting the staff, we are not
getting a willingness from the
HTA (Hoboken Teachers’ Asso-

ciation). I dont know if there is
going to be a chan i
attitude.” B o R
_ Louisp Cutillo Boseia, HTA
vice president, said she was not
aware of a shortage of teachers
to work after-school p ms.
“They should make the pro-
grams, post the jobs and see
what happens,” Boscia said. “If
they haven't offered positions,
how do they know that no one
wants them,” she asked.
“It’s too speculative. There
are 380 teachers. 1 don’t know

See TEACHERS — Page 4

Teachers go at final bell

Continued from Page 1

who wants an after-school job
and who doesn't. I am sure that
there are people who want
them,” Boscia said.

Trustee Perry Belfiore
agreed it is too early to say
teachers will not be available
for new programs next fall
“They're assuming and you
know what happens when you
assume,” Belfiore said.

One indicator that both De-
Palma and Garcia point to is
the in-house curriculum com-
mittee, designed to revise the
district's teaching plan.

DePalma and Garcia said
there is a shortage of teachers
to serve on that committee,
which meets once a week for
two hours and offers an hourly
stipend. Belfiore said the sti-
pend isn't enough to interest
teachers.

Boscia said she was not
aware there was a shortage on
the committee.

Dr. Theodore Jenkins, di-
rector of curriculum, who is
rewriting the curriculum with
the teachers’ committee, said
there is a shortage of teachers.

Hoboken will receive an
additional $3.8 million next
year from the state Quality of
Education Act of 1990. De-
Palma and Garcia want to ear-
mark some of that for after-
school programs, specifically
tutoring and helping with
homework.

“We are sending kids home
at 2:30 to empty houses. We

need to provide a safe place for
latch key kids,” DePalma said
“The after-school program is
going to depend on staffing
The curriculum committee of-
fers $22 an hour for social stud-
ies and science. No one wants
to stay after school.”

Jenkins attributes the lack
of teachers on the committee to
two reasons. One is that teach-
ers are not comfortable devel-
oping curriculum for social
studies and science. The other
is that teachers have after-
school responsibilities and
want to go home to their fam-
ilies or to another job, he said.

He said that DePalma and
Garcia have a valid point. “It is
not a question of money, but
teachers have other
responsibilities.”

Belfiore noted that one
reason summer school was dis-
continued was because of the
lack of teachers.

DePalma, Garcia and Bel-
fiore are hopeful that the con-
solidaton of six schools, which
now each contain pre-kinder-
garten to eighth grade, to a dis-
trict of four school with two
buildings containing pre-kin-
dergarten to third grade and
two other buildings with fourth
grade to seventh grade, will
help staff the after school
programs.

Instead of six separate
buildings trying to provide in-
struction for nine or 10 grades,
two schools can eoncentrate on
two age groups, trustees say.

Sal D’Amelio Sr.; a power
broker or power spoiler?

and [ saw no reason to say that they didn't," he said.

N

SAL
Jrom cover
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said. "My intention was to have Helen Macri run for mayor.
She was invelved in her business and it was not appropriate
so we (the Hoboken Republican Party) had to support one or
thed;:her. We had a meeting with Joe Della Fave, which was
a delightful meeting, and then we had a feeling-out meeting
with Pasculli;: When we met with the Republican Party, the
. majority wanted to Pasculli. I didn't like the in-
fluence that Laurie and Steve Block

attomey gene

A R

had not y done so.

LR At

their relati ip deteriorated further with the failure of Pas-
culli to int his Republican candidates to city boards. He
said that he was cularly disappointed when Pasculli did
not put Helen Map:iﬂon the administration ticket as council-
woman-al-large. :

"Pasculli said that as far as be was concerned, he was
already committed to Dick England. Although England is a
Republican, I didn’t like the way that it was done. We are
the Rsﬁnbliau Party in Hoboken -- we should chose,” he
said. "He replaced other Republicans, but not through our
organization. I brought it to his attention on several oc-
casions. I said that we are trying to build on a partisan basis
- our interest was to build on a county, state and federal

intments, | . - T W LLE i 4.5
the Pasculli administration, D*Amelio says that '

’mamammmummy around him, in his favor, providing that be
statement to the Republican Party as to what be would do to
benefit the citizens of Hoboken, which he has not done.”

Besides being the founder of the anti-administration
ovement, D' Amelio is the owner of Adams Sales
cash contribution of $5,000 occurred. He and Service, a plumbing supply company located on Jeffer-
alleged contribution was in exchange for son Street. .- ¢

+ boards and to his son as an in-house attorey for the
Bdnoston. |

~.Board of

It was “weeks before" the May 1989 election, in which
“Pasculli decisively beat Joe Della Fave,'that D'Amelio says PUSH m

« the first alle
~denies that

Catholic schools may
be co-sponsored

i level, but on the local level we were trying to build the

&

have until early December to accept the

phnlou:bmi!“i:luu-pnp;ﬂh. :
Ultimately, says, "every .

whetlﬂi(‘ul&oolo;‘:ot. -

ticipate in co-sponsorship.

wants ‘to be sure Catholic edwdicn”u

available to every child who wants one.
Both St. Joe's and OLG schools are in

comply with his

alvatore D’ Amelio, 68, the man who is alleging to
have given cash contributions to Ma Patrick Pas-
culli (see page 4)has deep roots in Hoboken politics
back to the late 50°s when he was ap) Health
and Welfare director under the Grogan a(!:mnismtion. The
political relationship between Salvatore D Amelio and Pas-
culli has had its ups and downs, but a division could be seen
caningueldyumeVewﬁa&ninm'ndon.yhenPu-
culli was a young councilmembet and D’Amelio’s son was

ity attorney.
qg'Amelioybmke with Steve Cappiello in 1985 to support
Tom Vezzetti, whose election victory that same year ended
the 12-year reign of the Cappiello administration. D’'Amelio
rememzeuwhenbe was on a committee to pick three coun-
cilmembers-at-1 to run on the Vezzetti ticket.

“Through (Angelo) Valente, (Patrick) Caufield and !n):self.
we selected three councilmembers-at-large. Pucdll'mstgd
that be run as one of the candidates. Hewugcouncﬂmanm
the 6th ward and wanted to upgrade his position to at-large

mg'rme.ﬁ?fm rt for Vezzetti also helped him have his
son Salvatore D'Amelio Jr. appointed city attorney in
anuary of 1986,

""l'm s\:: t:d (the otment) was related 10 my sup-
port,” D’ Amelio said. "But it was also beuuas he (Vezzetti)
was impressed with my son as an individual. %

Vezzetti would later call the of Sal D' Amelio

bigpamiaakelof is administration. The late
2’.;:““ ained that D' Amelio Jr. was failing to

ooperate his administration by or-
flhmsmmved'myﬂ'l% appointment
and to put the Department of c Safety under the

w Department. Vezzetti also alleged that D' Amelio Jr.
interfered in zoning board matters in order to win approval

By Alex Ladd ///H/?O /’/060/(0\) ReFor7er

of $25 million Presidential Towers project planned for

. property that his father owned.

i , during the earl dlsofmeVezz:ltindminis.tr?-
ﬁmczﬂﬂlli was one of th):: stayunclrst allies of D' Amelio’s
son. Indeed after a political falling out between D’ Amelio
Jr. and Vezzetti, the late mayor claimed that be had ap-
pointed D’ Amelio Jr. partly because of pressure from Pas-
culli. 3
Vezzetti fired D' Amelio Jr. on July 1, 1986, only to see him
re-hired the next day by the city council. It was Pasculli who
seconded the resolution to re-hire. _ .

“I believe that the mayor acted callously and irresponsibly

and 1 believe that it represents a deliberate action to destroy
a mnwithacamerinhw...heuehdn;mrepumion
of a hard working attomey at stake,” Pasculli said at the
time. '
D’ Amelio Jr. was fired again in October of 1986, tlinxm’e
with the approval of the council and Patrick Pasculli. D'-
Amelio claimed that Pasculli had betrayed his son by failing
to support him a second time. . A

"He moved against my son unfairly and it was extremely
wrong," D' Amelio said. "Pasculli and (Dave) Roberts made
it cleur that if Vezazetti moved against him, that they
wouidn't go with him ... they said that they wanted his
resignation. (My son) was shocked as many other

le were he his support against
(Laurie) Fabiano. Whatever Pasculli made, I don't
know - his actions for themselves,” D' Amelio said.

After that initial out between the two, why did
D’ Amelio go on to Pasculli during the 1989 mayoral
election against ¢ ber Joe Della l’m‘{. ] ;

"I for one did not want to support Pasculli," D’'Amelio

ge 4
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St. Joe’s, OLG directed to consider options

By John M. Cropley

oboken’s Our Lady of Grace and
St. Joseph's grammar schools have
been directed by the Archdiocese
of Newark 10 prepare by December
for co-sponsorship, - :

munity,” says

Michael Hurley, the archdiocese,

tensive study,
proposals

ex-

each of the parishes. They

e

Tax collector’s office rehirings
angers union members

Seniority roll overlooked; political favoritism charged

By Alex Ladd

nicipal Emplo Association (MEA) president
M}lamc:gﬁshersly:slhlhsmonwﬂbe looking
into the city's rehiring of two employees to the tax
collector’s office after receiving several c_ﬂlnms from
union members citing that they- were rehired because of

Chius. “The tax collector has a right to pick who be wants.
He'sridedpupkthdhweexpenmmﬂﬂm-
ment. ; ,

MEA secretary Mary Lou McGrath says that while the
action may be legal, the city, in rehiring the two workers,
has b several city workers with more experience.
A ing 0 McGrath, one of the workers rehired, Joan

political favoritism. The rehirings nearly lead to a walkout Dobbins, has 315 days seniority as a certified account clerk,

rsday by workers at City Hall. '

mnT twoywérkers in question are related to City Clerk
James Farina by marriage, leading to the charges of political
avoritism. :

: "\("Ve called our attomey and will be researching this and
certainly will take whatever action we can,” Fisher said
"They have rehired two people with minimal seniority. They
have four years between them. Out of 100 people that were
laid off, 50 have more seniority. We had ropk ask if they
could walk off the job over this. It’s the kind of mmg"th:l
aggravates you and completely aggravates the workers

“The hiring is legal,” said Gity Business Administrator Ed

and the other, Frances Lucatorto, has been certified 173 days
in the same title. ;

Lucatorto is marfied to Farina's nephew and Dobbins is
Lucatorto's half sister. .

"I have nothing to do with that (the rehirings),” said Farina.
"That was worked out between (City Business Ad-
ministrator) Ed Chius and (Tax Collector) Louis Picardo. If
it was up to me, I'd hire everyone back.”

McGrath says that many wnion members are also angry
that _the two workers an.rz-eing hired at a title higher than
principle clerk

"Jt takes people 16 years to get that title " McGrath said

“  The Hoboken Reporter « November 4, 1990 « 3

According to McGrath, account clerks nt entry level
go:illims followed in rank by senior clerk and principle
erk.

There is one person ahead of the two rehired workers on
the reemployment list for account clerks who, according to
the payroll department, has been certified since July 20,
1989. According to Chius, however, that list is only in cffect
within the title of account clerk.

The two rehirings come after the layoff of about 100
municipal employees in September. They were requested by
Picardo in light of one retirement and one leave of absence
in the tax collector’s office. According to Picardo, in a letter
to Hoboken Finance Director Nicholas Goldsack, the city's
recent layoffs reduced the office’s staff from six to four
employees. The retirement and leave of absence would
leave his office with only two employees, including himself,
at 3 time when tax bills are scheduled to go out, Picardo said
in his letter. o vl

As of Friday, however, according to pa ..
mm,ﬂtwortcrwhoislinedbyﬁcudoagsd:edm~
Those papers must be filed at Jeast three months before 2
retirement can go into effect. With the two new hirings then,
there are presendy five people on salary at dhe tax
collector’s office, according to the city payroll office.

The workers who, according “!’n Picardo, will t;:‘mmgf
and going on 2 leave of absence veresg?we aries of
$28,141 and $24,917 per year. Picardo recommended
that the two rehired workers, who started working on
Thursday, be brought back at their previous salary of
$16,692

Authority

to Terminal. The award was cont-
ingent on the state “‘

air-quality permit for

Almost as soon as

city authority
the
vironmental

ive _ grounds.

Hoo;ln.mhday

Hoboken gasifier
fightto c

By IWAI&. ﬂlpﬂlzm // /nj igoneeds the permit because

The Hudson Dispatch
HOBOKEN — Work on a con-

against the $34 million facility is
scheduled to continue in ga
Hackensack courtroom today.
Today’s hearing, in front of a
three-judge panel in the appellate
division of state Superior Court,
will address the question of
whether the gasifier requires a
state-issued solid waste permit.
The Hoboken-Union City-
Weehawken Sewerage
Authority, which is appealing a
lower court ruling, maintgm the

ersial s ifier alrea
oo Dapen, b e Inge! ety

tinue

it would create ash residue. The
state Environmental Protection
Department disagrees.

Tricity authority at
Frank Leanza said he hopes the
appeals court will render g
speedy decision.

“To date not much has hap.
pened at the job site,” Leangza
said. “The judges seem sym.
pathetic to the need‘ for quick
action in this matter.”

In August, Hudson County Sy.
perior Court Judge
0°C. Wefing ruled against the
authority. She ordered the agen.

e —————ee e —————
Please see GASIFIER Page 10

majority of the tri-
the contract, a

began ttling to stop construc-
tion :'. ' libneol
and economic

the they !uve

gasifier,

authority and
g e year trying o find an
an

uﬁlmwwuk.i Sopeined th

U t e

lniln l::.tlod on
pelletization. letization,
sludge is dried and then formed
into pellets, which can be dumped
in landfills or sold as fertilizer.

But at its last meeting, the
authority voted unanimously to
return the pelletization report
back to its engineers for further
study. The commissioners said
they were troubled by the pres-
ence of a huge smokestack — also
included in the gasifier — as part
of the pelletization process.

“I'm deadly to any
smokestack,” sa Abraham
Antun, a Union City representa-
tive on the authority. “And I'd
rather deal with fines than build
something I don't want.”

Antun was referring to possible

fines if the sewage treat-
ment plant is not upgraded by
July 1992.

“Everyone’s focusing more on
deadlines that on what were
doing, what it's going to cost and

what the is going to be,”
Antun adm.d




City Hall is f

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer
—————— e

Hoboken public buildings are
fallingdown and at least one is a risk
to pedestrians, an engineer has re
ported to the eity.

The Fire Department had to se-
cure the Multi-Service Building at
Second and Grand streets after a
piece of plywood measuring four
feet by 80 feet fell from the building,
said James Caulfield, a engineer
hired by the city.

“If six people were standing at
the bus stop, four would be dead.”
Caulfield said.

Three council members took an
early morning tour yesterday of the
Multi-Service Building and the
HOPES building at 916 Garden St
Both facilities house daycare and
senior citizens programs.

.
//}9 £

down — not alone

Hoboken’g crumbling public structures
give the City Council cause for concern

It looks dangerous,” Couneil-
man Thomas Newman said of the
HOPES (Hoboken Organization
against Poverty and Economic
Stress) building.

“We've got to do something,” he
said. Apparently part of the stone
facade is falling from the building,
even near the emtrance,

The Multi-Service Building is
getting a new roof. But rain got in the
walls and the plywood broke away
from the structure, Caulfield said.

Newman said the council will
heed Caulfield’s advice to replace
the stucco now while the scaffolding
for the roofing is still in place.

But while the City Council is
concerned about two heavily trav-
eled buildings, Business Adminis-
trator Edwin Chius noted that City
Hall is also falling down.

The scaffolding outside the
building — built in 1855 and com-
pleted in 1911 — is to catch falling
stone, he said.

And the fire house, built at the
turn of the century in Romanesque
style, at Madison and Newark streets
is also structurally unsound, said
Chius

“We are worried about the
building,” Chius said.

The firehouse takes the beating
of heavy truck traffic on both sides,
he said. “It doesn’t do any good with
all that vibrations,” he said.

Roy Haack, director of public
works, noted that when it snows out-
side, “it snows inside that building.”

No money to restore City Hall
has been earmarked since the Cap-
piello administration, Chius said.
The council has twice turned down a
request for $2 million to restore the
structure, he said.

“City Hall is a huge problem,
very expensive and we haven't be-
gun to look at that,’ said Newman.

Hoboken tax bills could go out this week

By Jo-Ann Moriarty J., j
J_ongg&%

Hoboken property owners
may be getting their tax bills by
the end of this week despite an
in-house controversy in the city
tax collector’s office

City tax officials worked
overtime on Veteran’s Day try-
ing to get the tax bills ru‘ad‘\ for
mailing by the end of this week
yesterday, said Finance Direc-
tor Nicholas Goldsack

Property owners will re
ceive an envelope with two tax
bills, one for the third and
fourth guarters, as well as the
difference of the increase on
the tax rate, Goldsack said

The existing rate of $17.52
will increase by nearly $4.50
per $1,000 of assessed valua-
tion. In dollars, that means

owners of houses valued at
$200.000 will be paying about
$840 more in taxes. Owners of
homes valued at $300.000 will
be paying $1.200 more in taxes.

The bills will go out either
the end of this week or the
beginning of next

Meanwhile, the city work-
ers union is demanding that_
the City Council determine if
the two clerks in the tax collec-
tor's office were rehired out of
turn :

David Roberts, acting city
council president, said yester-
day he is prepared to lay off the
two clerks if the city deter-
mines that they were hired
back out of sequence

The rehiring of the two
clerks, Joan Dobbins and
Frances Lucatorto, ha§ caused
a controversy among city work-

"Too many’ Hoboken teachers are natives

By Jo-Ann Moeriarty
Journal staff writer

The state Education Department
is telling Hoboken's schools to reach
beyond teaching basic skills and de-
w_lop a curriculum that integrates
thinking skills of problem solving
and reasoning in the classroom.

The report, prepared by a state
external review team, notes the
school system is heavy with native
Hoboken teachers and recommends
the district hire from outside the
district to bring in new ideas.

The report particularly recom-
mends the Board of Education con-
duct a national or statewide search
for a superintendent to succeed Wal-
ter Fine, who retires in January.

“There is discussion and specu-
lation as to his replacement. The
perception is that the next superin-
tendent has been identified al-
ready,” the report notes.

It also recommends the school
board “recruit a superintendent
wnph expert leadership skills to capi-
talize on the efforts already in place
in the district and to bring in new

HUD

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ideas and directions.”

The 20-page report is required
by the Quality Education Act of 1990
and was developed by an external
review team, which was dispatched
to local districts to identify needs
and make recommendations.

Ultimately, a plan will be devel-
oped by the review team and local
school distriet on using any new
money provided under the Quality
Education Aet.

Hoboken is projected to receive
about $3.8 million in new funds from
the state. There is already a push on
the City Council to use that money
for tax relief.

None of the school trustees saw
the report as a reprimand, instead
viewing it as an endorsement of
their efforts to improve education.

“It points out we have been do-
ing a good job and traveled a long
road, but we have many more miles
to go before we ean rest,” said trust-
ee Perry Belfiore. “The consensus
on the board is to make the system
meaner and leaner, excise fat and
augment learning for the children.”

James Farina, president of the

Board of Edueation, said the board
is conducting an extensive search to
replace Fine. Farina had been push-
ing Fourth Ward Councilman Edwin
Duroy, the principal of Connors
School, but backed off that plan. He
has since solicited assistance with
the search from the New Jersey
School Board Association.

The local school board was told
by state education officials to seek
candidates beyond Hoboken, partly
in order to avoid the perception that
the appointment would be political.

Farina and other board mem-
bers said basic skills scores have
increased dramatically since the
district fell into Level 3 state moni-
toring four years ago.

They say the district is focusing
on improving the curriculum for
mainstream students.

~ “We have to build critical and
higher order thinking skills,” said
trustee Claire DePalma. “Our chal-
lenge is to provide a curriculum that
goes beyend basic skills and pre-
pares our students for the 21st Cen-
tury. We've got to teach children how
to learn how to learn.”

. Farina said the system needs
“innovative and creative” approach-
es to instruction, a goal he believes
will be achieved “once we get a new
superintendent.”

Trustees DePalma, Belfiore and
Eddie Garcia said the report sup-
ports their belief that the kindergar-
ten through eighth grade school
structure does net maximize instruc-
tional oppertunities.

The three support a reorganiza-
tion that would convert Calabro and
Kealey grammar schools to
pre-kindergarten through third
grade, and convert Wallace and De-
marest schools into grades four
through seven.

Under that plan, eighth graders
would enter Hoboken High. Brandt
school will be closed, and Belfiore is
campaigning to turn it into a cultural
arts and community center.

The board is examining a plan to
rebuild Connors School, then close
Kealey School. The board also wants
to sell Rue School to the Hudson
School, now housed in the Industrial
School building adjacent to the pub-
lic library.

By Miri Ascarelli
Journal staff writer

Amidst the bandsaws and
drill presses, the stacks of
lumber and steel tubes, are
the floats and the ballons: A
Paddington Bear the size of a
small building, a Circus Car-
ousel that looks like it be-
longs in a park.

It is here, at the Macy's
Parade Studio in Hoboken,
where storybook characters
are being shaped to become
the cast of this year's 63rd
annual Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

And yesterday, eight days
before Thanksgiving, every-

media.

body was working. Publicity
coordinators for Macy’s were
answering questions, part of
their special two-day “sneak-
preview” of the studio for the

Studio craftsmen were
checking the bolts used to se-
cure the giant balloon shaped
like Clifford the Big Red Dog.

There was even a sneak
preview rehearsal. A group of
16 kids, selected by Mattel
Toys to dance on the “Barbie
float, practiced their routine
on their float platform, which
still lacked the white fringe

ers. The Hoboken Municipal
Employees Union contends
that other clerks with more se-
niority were bypassed when
the city hired back the two
women, who were also given
promotions.

Tax bills are late because
the city did not adopt its budget
until last month. Mayor Patrick
Pasculli based his spending
plan on a development deal
with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey but vot-
ers rejected the plan ai the
polls.

Consequently Pasculli laid
off about 100 city workers

James Fisher, municipal
workers' union president, de-
manded that the council inter-
vene and respect the union’s
senority

Tax Collector Louis Pi-
cardo asked for the two women
back because they are already

%

and pink-bubble-gum colored
fabric that will ultimately be
used to decorate it.

It was a chance for
Manfred G. Bass to give the
grand tour. Bass has been
working on the parade since
1960. A slim and unassuming
man with white, balding hair,
Bass is the designer/manager
of the studio.

Bass showed off the up-
stairs workrooms, where
bolts of colorful, satiny fabric
are cut and stored; he dis-
played the blueprints, com-
plete with depictions of the

trained and the office needs to
tax bills out

gel the
immediately

Goldsack said that he sup-
ports the rehiring of the two
women

It isn’t a question of legal-
ity, 1t 1s a question of need.”
Goldsack said

Roberts said he. too,
doesn't care if the rehirings are
within the law

I'm not going to argue with
Louis and Nickie. It just ap-
pears to be unfair, whatever
their logic is for bringing them
back. It appears to be wrong to
the rest of the workforce and
the workforce has to have con-
fidence we are doing things
fairly,” Roberts said.

Council members are still
awaiting a legal opinion from
Law Director Eugene 0'Con-
nell, instructed to review the
matter with Civil Service.

The things that dreanis aré fii

Fantasy becomes reality in Hoboken

made of

crowds and television crews,
that were used to build the
floats and balloons.

“It's not just me that
builds this,” Bass insisted.
“Everybody puts so much of
themselves into this.”

The construction of the
parade floats and balloons is
no small feat. It takes 25 art-
ists and craftsmen who work
year-round to shape fantasy
into reality. On average, it
takes three months to build
each float, Bass said.

“It brings out the chil-
dren in us,” Bass said.

This year’s cast of charae-

See PARADE — Page 4

sible for watching over the agen-
Cies are not doing their jobs, the
report said.

=‘We have a serious problem in
New Jersey that we are in the
process of rectifying,” said
Jnsgph G. Schiff, strike force
chairman.

The report gave 17 recommen-
dations to improve the
authorites.

Officials at both authorities
said the report’s findings dealt
with administrative problems
that did not affect service.

“They resorted to nit-picking,”
said Dominic M. Gallo, Hoboken
Housing Authority executive di-
rector. “If they went into any
housing authority, they could
find something to cite.”

Diane Peirano, North Bergen
Housing Authority assistant ex-
ecutive director, said there were

problems, but not intentional
abuses.

“I don’t feel we’ve done that,”
Peirano said. “There were errors
and these were addressed. In 90
percent of the ¢ ! -
tified them.” e e

North Bergen receives nearl

1 & y
$5.5 million a year in federal
money for 985 units that house
lqu-mcome familins and senior
citizens.

quoken has 1,346 units and
receives about $4.3 million.

HUD created the strike force
after ﬁqdmg earlier this year
.that officials at the Passaic Hous-
;ng d.:uthority embezzled federal
unds.

Several officials there pleaded
guilty to criminal charges.

The strike force did not find
such serious problems in its check
of 11 New Jersey authorities and

Hoboken, Nb, Bergen
cited for violations

VID REILLY
.'L':owno K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

A federal strike force yesterday
blasted housing authorities in
North Bergen, Hoboken and nine
other communities, charging
that officials treated the agencies
“as private kingdoms™ at the ex-

of taxpayers.

The scathing report from the
federal Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department’s New
Jersey Strike Force found that
the state’s housing authorities
are plagued by mismanagement
and ignorance of federal regu-
lations.

“The situition in New Jersey
was notably worse than in the
rest of the country,” the report
gaid. This is “to the ultimate

SCHOOLS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

detriment {{ fﬁ'g—ﬁ

the American taxpayer.”

obeying HUD
cording to the st

nts and

In North Bergen and Hoboken,

“the housing authorities each im-

properly awarded mno-bid con-
tracts and spent money without
ations, ac-
force.

The strike force also said that

North Bergen's authority is rife

with nepotism, has too many
workers and improperly spent
more than $12,000 on meals.

In Hoboken, tliere is an ex-
cessive amount of vehicles, and
inadequate cash controls allow
“for the opportunity to.
or misappropriate funds,” the re-
port said. '

Throughout the state, housing
authority commissioners respon-

T Please see HUD Page 8

eight others around the country.
~ But some concerns raised dur-
ing the review were given 'to
HUD': Inspector General Office.
Thxq office may then turn its
findings over to the FBI or the
U.S.. Attorney for criminal pros-
ecution.

Schiff would not say which
authorities were still under in-
vestigation.

In North Bergen, the strike
{orce found the following prob-
ems:

& Personnel practices that set
salaries and longevity pay too
high.

8 Nepotism in violation of the
authority’s own policies; the
strike force found 22 cases of *
nepotism.

B Imp use of cars and
cellular  pi for top ex-
ecutives, with the phone bill for
one month reaching nearly $400
for one phone.

B Meal payments of $12,600
over 18 months for the Board of
Commissioners and authority
employees.

B Use of phones for personal

calls.

8@ Awarding contracts without
first putting them up for bids, a
violation of federal regulations.

B Records and files that were
not properly maintained.

B Special discount rents for
employees living in authority
apartments.

B Twice as many adminis-
trative workers as required by
HUD.

In Hoboken, the strike force
found:

B A lack of internal cash con-
trols that could lead to stealing.

B No limits on how much em-
ployees could spend while travel-
ing. |

B Unnecessary use of ou(.side{
consultants.

B More vehicles kept and in-
sured than are 4
i a North
{ nlb.Auﬂlority com-
missioner, said he welcomed the
review.

‘l“l’m glad it f;n done. There’s

ways room improvement,”
Sacco said. “We're going to ad-
dress these and tighten
up this housing authority.”

Parade comes to life
in studio in Hoboken

Continued from Page 1

ters include giant balloons
shaped like Clifford the Big
Red Dog, the Quick Bunny, Big
sird, Spiderman, the Pink Pan-
ther and Bart Simpson.

The floats are many and
varied. One float will pay trib-
ute to American Folk heros,
another celebrates the charm
and traditions of Old World Eu-
rope. There will also be a float
of the Statue of Liberty.

Santa Claus will also be
present. His place in line, as
always, will be last.

The parade begins at 9 a.m.
and ends at noon.

It kicks off at 77th Street
and Central Park West, then
proceeds south to Columbus
Circle, down Broadway to the
staging area in front of Macy’s
Herald Square, and onto 34th
Street to the finish line at Sev-
enth Avenue.

The parade will be broad-
cast on NBC. The production
will be hosted by Willard Scott,
the Today Show weatherman,
and Deborah Norville, co-an-
chor of the Today Show.

notes that the district has a five-

tion

convention, few local

“Seo far, we don't know.”

Rehired Hoboken clerk faces firing

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Journal staff write;
A cmfm"z—m

boken Tax Collector’s office
will most likeiy be out of a
job if the City Council fol-
lows the recommendation of
Law Director Eugene
O'Connell.

While the rehiring of
Frances Lucatorto was
“proper and legal” accord-
ing to Civil Service, O'Con-
nell is recommending she be
replaced with the first clerk
on the city’s layoff list.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli

gation to hire from the reem-
ployment list,” Pasculli said.

torto spurred controversy
among city employees be-
cause they said veteran
clerks were bumped from
the reemployment list. The
Municipal Employee Union
demanded the city investi-
gate the rehiring.

James Fisher, union
president, claimed that Lu-
catorto and her half-sister,
Joan Dobbins, were brought
back to work because the
former is married to the
nephew of City Clerk James

The rehiring of Luca-

torto

cil on the recommendation
of the tax collector and fi-
nance director.

0'Connell said the rehir-
ing was legal but that it was
not ethieally correct.

Tax Collector Luis Pi-
cardo requested that Luca-

and Dobbins be re-

hired because they worked
in the office before 110 city
workers lost their jobs in
September because of the
budget crunch.

O’Connell said that the
first clerk on the rehire list
should be appointed in a

year plan, but nothing to guide
students and faculty into the next

century.

““The district has established a
monitoering procedure to address
Level 3 recommendation,” the
Union City report says. “There is
4 lack of a clear, singular mission
statement containing expecta-
tions in all areas of education to

grqmre students for the year

Wi.th schools closed this week
while teachers attend the annual
New Jersey Educational Associa-

educators had seem or were
prepared to comment on the re-
ports. _

Frank Vaccarino, Union City’s
executive director of !
special projects, said district
is pleased with the anticipated
funding increase. 2

But he said he still doesn't
know what kind of control the
state plans to exercise in doling
out the money.

“Under these circumstances,
the question is ‘Are they really
here to help? " Vaccarino said.

In Hoboken, the external team
found that “the vision for the
schools is not well known by
and community,” and “dal
about student achievement
beyond basic skills is not roy-
tinely collected or analyzed.”

School board member Perny
Belfiore had not seen the .
While welcoming the new
funding, he said he is wary about
the possible strings that are at-
tached to it.

“It’s just a different level of
bureaucracy,” Belfiore said.
“And sometimes it seems to me
there’s no method to their mag-

said he support’s O'Con-
nell's recommendation.
“While the state Depart-
ment of Personnel recog-
nizes the tax collector’s posi-
tion to rehire those with
familiarity with the position,
it seems the city has an obli

Farina.

Both women were given
promotions when they re-
hired, union officials.

Farina said that he had
nothing to do with the rehir-
ings and that the decision
was made by the City Coun"

temporary position. He said
that in January, if perma-
nent positions are made, the
city should hire from the
Civil Service tax clerk list.

Dobbins has seniority
because she has a provision-
al title with Civil Service,
O’Connell said.

Planr

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch
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Top school officials in Hoboken and
Union City are ignoring long-range im
vements in their troubled districts
while grappling with the immediate goal ey
of pulling themselves out of Level 3

monitoring, according to state reports

The reports, released yesterday, also

ning, par

. . 4ricts suffer from a
noted that both distric t and are

lack of parental involvemen

for another era.”
On the positive side,

programs

educational

organizing their respective
-

11ICes

The reports were cnmp‘l'd by

the reports com-
mended both districts for implementing

business of-

external

Education

u

aid.

re-

$13.8 million.

s

#;

R\

review teams assembied by the state
nt as a way of help-

hampered by buildings that were “built ix:%ai:oﬁ?::r?. CJJ;;;:; f‘:ﬂa‘a‘;ﬁ othefmw

Hoboken is due to receive about $3.8
million in new state money next year
under the five-year Quality of Education
Act. Union City can expect to get almost

me the
creasing -

state is committed to in-
\ funding for needy, urban dis-
tricts, officials will be closely watching

esman Roger Shatzkin.

‘ recommendations have

made in such a way to encourage the
astricts to come up with their own solu-
tions,” Shatakin said. “The districts will,
however, have to submit improvement

Educsation

bee

ent apathy plague schools

plans, as well as their budgets for state

;: reports. released yesterday paint
negative and positive aspects of the two
districts in fairly s. Bot
reinforce findings already published in
previous Level 3 reports.

In Union City, for example, the report

broad strokes. Both

Please seeSCHm 2

2 housing panels
br}gﬂg /g}ocriticism

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
and Wendell Jamieson
Journal staff writers

A scathing federal report
criticizing the Housing Au-
thorities of North Bergen and
Hoboken is inaccurate and un-
fair, according to officials of
those municipalities.

Dominick Gallo, executive
director of Hoboken’s Housing
Authority, said the U.S. Hous-
ing and Urban Development
Department’'s New Jersey
Strike Force report had erro-
neous information because it
didn’t understand his agency’s
operations.

North Bergen Commission-
er Nicholas Sacco, who repre-
sents the Township Commis-
sion on the Housing Authority,

said all the allegations by the
HUD strike force were not true.

He singled out the ¢laim
that the authority’'s top manag-
er was still using a leased Lin-
coln Towncar at $160 a month.

“It was leased,” Sacco said,
“but as soon as the lease was
up, it was returned.”

He insisted claims of nepo-
tism were exaggerated, saying
that in a relatively small com-
munity like North Bergen, rela-
tives are bound to work

together.
‘& The HUD report noted the

authority’s regulations bar
nepotism, but 22 of its 40 ad-
ministrative employees are re-
lated to authority or township
officials.

See HOBOKEN — Page 4

Hoboken, N. Bergen
criticize HUD report

Continued from Page 1

The report, released
Wednesday, said there are
nearly twice as many workers
as necessary at the North Ber-
gen authority.

“It is terribly unfair. They
submitted a report without al-
lowing the housing authorities
to respond and those that did
respond, those reponses were
not included or permitted in
the report,” Gallo said.

The report’s finding that in
Hoboken late rent payments
are assessed “at the discretion
of its cashiers” and are not
recorded, allowing “for the op-
portunity 40 embezzle or mis-
appropriate funds,” is incor-
rect information, Gallo said.

The agency's computer re-
cords the rent plus the late
charge, he said. “All the collec-
tions are accounted for on a
daily basis. And that is verified
by a HUD audit and our yearly
audit,” Gallo said.

The report faults the Hobo-
ken authority for using outside
firms to prepare operating
budgets and financial state-
ments instead of having that
done by the agency.

“My comptroller had a
stroke,” Gallo explained. “We
had to get the budget prepared
for June and he was out from
May until August.”

“The report also blasts the
agency for its purchasing poli-
cies and for not advertising for
competitive bidding on profes-
sional services contracts

But Galle said HUD clari-

fied its procurement policy
only two weeks ago and the
Hoboken Housing Authority re-
cently revised its policy which
is awaiting HUD approval.

He said that the agency
not required by state law or
HUD regulations to
for professional services.

The investigators ch:a
that the authority has a
of 17 vehicles” which is “exces-
sive” since most of the authori-
ty's developments are in one
section of the city.

Gallo said only four of the
vehicles are passenger cars.
The rest are jeeps, trucks,
sweepers and a tractor.

Criticism of the authority
for not having a limit on hotel
and travel costs is unfair, Gallo
saic, because the agency at-
teuds only conferences en-
dorsed by HUD and held at
hotels that give government
discounts.

The complaint that the
agency spent $1,100 to hire a
private consultant to train t_he
team on tenant selection pohcy
was particularly offensive to
Gallo.

He said the amount cov-
ered nine months of werk and
the consultant was needed be-
cause the employees were cdn-
fused on how to execute a point
system to evaluate placement
of applicants on a waiting list.

Sacco said North Bergen is
glad the investigation was con-
ducted because it alerted the
Township Commission (o s
problems




City Hall

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
J_qgin_ai staff writer

Hoboken public buildings are
fallingdown and at least one is a risk
to pedestrians, an engineer has re
ported to the eity

The Fire Department had to se-
cure the Multi-Service Building at
Second and Grand streets after a
piece of plywood measuring four
feet by 80 feet fell from the building,
said James Caulfield, a engineer
hired by the city.

“If six people were standing at
the bus stop, four would be dead,”
Caulfield said.

Three council members took an
early morning tour yesterday of the
Multi-Service Building and the
HOPES building at 916 Garden St
Both facilities house daycare and

is falling down — not alone

i

Hoboken’§ crumbling public structures
give the City Council cause for concern

It looks dangerous,” Council-
man Thomas Newman said of the
HOPES (Hoboken Organization
against Poverty and Economic
Stress) building

“We’ve got to do something,” he
said. Apparently part of the stone
facade is falling from the building,
even near the entrance.

The Multi-Service Building is
getting a new roof. But rain got in the
walls and the plywood broke away

Newman said the council will
heed Caulfield’s advice to replace
the stucco now while the scaffolding
for the roofing is still in place.

But while the City Council is
concerned about two heavily trav-
eled buildings, Business Adminis-
trator Edwin Chius noted that City
Hall is also falling down

The
building

scaffolding outside the
built in 1855 and com-

And the fire house, built at the
turn of the century in Romanesque
style, at Madison and Newark streets
is also structurally unsound, said
Chius

“We are worried about the
building,” Chius said.

The firehouse takes the beating
of heavy truck traffic on both sides,
he said. “It doesn’t do any good with
all that vibrations,” he said.

Roy Haack, director of public
works, noted that when it snows out-
side, “it snows inside that building.”

No money to restore City Hall
has been earmarked since the Cap-
piello administration, Chius said.
The council has twice turned down a
request for $2 million to restore the
structure, he said

“City Hall is a huge problem,

RS

By Jo-Ann Moriarty . )
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Hoboken property owners
may be getting their tax bills by
the end of this week despite an
in-house controversy in the
tax collector's office

City tax officials worked
overtime on Veteran’s Day
ing to get the tax bills ready
mailing by the end of this week
vesterday, said Finance Dire
tor Nicholas Goldsack

Property owners will re
ceive an envelope with two t
bills, one for the third and
fourth quarters, as well as the
difference of the increase on
the tax rate, Goldsack said

The existing rate of $17.52
will increase by nearly $4.50
per $1,000 of assessed valua

City

Hoboken tax bills

alued at
paying about

in taxes. Owners of

owners of houses
$200.000 will be
$840 more
homes valued at $300.000 will
be paying $1,200 more in laxes

The bills will go out either
the end of this week or the
beginning ol next

Meanwhile, the city work-
ers union is demanding that
the City Council determine 1f
the two clerks in the tax collec
tor's office were rehired out of
turn

David Roberts, acting city
council president, said yesler
day he is prepared to lay off the
two clerks if the city deter-
mines that they were hired
back out of sequence

The rehiring of the two
clerks, Joan Dobbins .Hid:
Frances Lucatorto, has caused

could go out t

senior citizens programs.

11/ 8/7¢

Journal staff writer
The state Education Department
is telling Hoboken's schools to reach
beyond teaching basic skills and de-
velop a curriculum that Integrates
thinking skills of problem solving
and reasoning in the classroom.

The report, prepared by a state
external review team, notes the
school system is heavy with native

Hoboken teachers and recommends
the district hire from outside the
district to bring in new ideas.

The report particularly recom-
mends the Board of Education con-
duct a national or statewide search
for a superintendent to succeed Wal-
ter Fine, who retires in January.

‘ “There is discussion and specu-
lation as to his replacement. The
perception is that the next superin-
tendent has been identified al-
ready,” the report notes.

It also recommends the school
board “recruit a superintendent
wn_h expert leadership skills to capi-
talize on the efforts already in place
in the district and to bring in new

HUD

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

from the structure, Caulfield said

ideas and directions.”

The 20-page report is required
by the Quality Education Act of 1990
and was developed by an external
review team, which was dispatched
to local districts to identify needs
and make recommendations

Ultimately, a plan will be devel-
oped by the review team and local
school distriet on using any new
money provided under the Quality
Education Act.

Hoboken is projected to receive
about $3.8 million in new funds from
the state. There is already a push on
the City Council to use that money
for tax relief. ;

None of the school trustees saw
the report as a reprimand, instead
viewing it as an endorsement of
their efforts to improve education.

“It points out we have been do-
ing a good job and traveled a long
road, but we have many more miles
to go before we can rest,” said trust-
ee Perry Belfiore. “The consensus
on the board is to make the system
meaner and leaner, excise fat and
augment learning for the children.”

James Farina, president of the

pleted in 1911 — is to catch falling
stone, he said

Board of Edueation, said the board
is conducting an extensive search to
replace Fine. Farina had been push-
ing Fourth Ward Councilman Edwin
Duroy, the principal of Connors
School, but backed off that plan. He
has since solicited assistance with
the search from the New Jersey
School Board Association. :

The local school board was told
by state education officials to seek
candidates beyond Hoboken, partly
in order to avoid the perception that
the appointment would be political.

Farina and other board mem-
bers said basic skills scores have
increased dramatically since the
district fell into Level 3 state moni-
toring four years ago.

They say the district is focusing
on improving the curriculum for
mainstream students.

“We have to build critical and
higher erder thinking skills,” said
trustee Claire DePalma. “Our chal-
lenge is to provide a curriculum that
goes beyond basic skills and pre-
pares our students for the 21st Cen-
tury. We've got to teach children how
to learn how to learn.”

very expensive and we haven't be-
gun to look at that,’ said Newman.

y’ Hoboken teachers are natives

Farina said the system needs
“innovative and creative” approach-
es 1o instruction, a goal he believes
will be achieved “once we get a new
superintendent.”

Trustees DePalma, Belfiore and
Eddie Garcia said the report sup-
ports their belief that the kindergar-
ten through eighth grade school
structure does net maximize instruc-
tional opportunities.

The three support a reorganiza-
tion that would convert Calabro and
Kealey grammar schools to grades
pre-kindergarten through third
grade, and convert Wallace and De-
marest schools into grades four
through seven.

Under that plan, eighth graders
would enter Hoboken High. Brandt
school will be closed, and Belfiore is
campaigning to turn it into a cultural
arts and community center.

The board is examining a plan to
rebuild Connors School, then close
Kealey Sehool. The board also wants
to sell Rue School to the Hudson
School, now housed in the Industrial
School building adjacent to the pub-
lic library.

tion. In dollars,

that means a controversy among city work

By Miri Ascarelli
Journal staff writer

Amidst the bandsaws and
drill presses, the stacks of
lumber and steel tubes, are
the floats and the ballons: A
Paddington Bear the size of a
small building, a Circus Car-
ousel that looks like it be-
longs in a park.

It is here, at the Macy's
Parade Studio in Hoboken,
where storybook characters
are being shaped to become
the cast of this year's 63rd
annual Macy's Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

And yesterday, eight days
before Thanksgiving, every-

media.

body was working. Publicity
coordinators for Macy's were
answering questions, part of
their special two-day “sneak-
preview” of the studio for the

Studio craftsmen were
checking the bolts used to se-
cure the giant balloon shaped
like Clifford the Big Red Dog.

There was even a sneak
preview rehearsal. A group of
16 kids, selected by Mattel
Toys to dance on the “Barbie
float, practiced their routine
on their float platform, which
still lacked the white fringe

Hoboken

nion

Municipal
contendas

ers. The
Employees 1
that other clerks
niority were bypassed when
the city hired back the two
women, who were also
promotions

Tax bills are
the city did not adopt its budget
until last month. Mayor Patrick
Pasculli based his spending
plan on a development deal
with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey but vot
ers rejected the plan at the
polls

Consequently Pasculli laid
off about 100 city workers

James Fisher, municipal
workers’ union president
l]lu!id('l’ that the council inter
vene and respect the union’s
senority

Tax Collector Loul Pi
cardo asked for the two wi
back because they are already

with more se-

given

)‘d!\‘ 'r!‘( d U Se

de

men

¥

and pink-bubble-gum colored
fabric that will ultimately be
used to decorate it.

It was a chance for
Manfred G. Bass to give the
grand tour. Bass has been
working on the parade since
1960. A slim and unassuming
man with white, balding hair,
Bass is the designer/manager
of the studio.

Bass showed off the up-
stairs workrooms, where
bolts of colorful, satiny fabric
are cut and stored; he dis-
played the blueprints, com-
plete with depictions of the

sible for watching over the agen-
cies are not doing their jobs, the
report said.

“+“We have a serious problem in
New Jersey that we are in the
process of rectifying,” said
Josepl. G. Schiff, strike force
chairman.

The report gave 17 recommen.
dations to  improve the
authorites.

Officials at both authorities
said the report’s findings dealt
with administrative problems
that did not affect service.

“They resorted to nit-picking,”
said Dominic M. Gallo, Hoboken
Housing Authority executive di-
rector. “If they went into any
housing authority, they could
find something to cite.”

Diane Peirano, North Bergen
Housing Authority assistant ex-
ecutive director, said there were

Hoboken,

cited for v

By DAVID REILLY
and EDWARD K. SHANAHAN

The Hudson Dispatch

A federal strike force yesterday
blasted housing authorities in
North Bergen, Hoboken and nine
other communities, charging
that officials treated the agencies
“as private kingdoms” at the ex-
pense of taxpayers. i

The scathing report from the
federal Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department’s New
Jersey Strike Force found that
the state’s housing authorities
are plagued by mismanagement
and ignorance of federal regu-
lations.

“The situ~tion in New Jersey
was notably worse than in the
rest of the country,” the report

‘ gaid. This is “to the ultimate

SCHOOLS
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problems, but not intentional
abuses.

“I don’t feel we've done that,”
Peirano said. “There were errors
and thesefwere addressed. In 90
percent of the cases, we' -
e ses, we've rec

North Bergen receives nearly
$5.5 million a year in federal
money for 985 units that house
l(_)wmcome families and senior
citizens.

quoken has 1,346 units and
receives about $4.3 million.

HUD created the strike force
after finding earlier this year
that officials at the Passaic Hous-
ing Authority embezzled federal
funds.

Several officials there pleaded
guilty to criminal charges.

The strike force did not find
such serious problems in its check
of 11 New Jersey authorities and

N. Bergen

ob)‘

0 affi?ms
T2

detriment o 1
the American taxpayer.

In North Bergen and Hoboken,

"the housing authorities each im-

properly
tracts and spent money without
obeying HUD regulations, ac-
cording to the strike force.

awarded no-bid con-

The strike force also said that
North Bergen's authority is rife
with nepotism, has too many
workers and improperly spent
more than $12,000 on meals.

In Hoboken, there is an ex-
cessive amount of vehicles, and
inadequate cash controls allow
“for the opportunity to embezzie.
or misappropriate funds,” the re-
port said.

Throughout the state, housing
authority commissioners respon

PTeza’sre#se'é ifuii Page 8

eight others around the country.
~ But some concerns raised dur-
ing the review were given ‘to
HUD's Inspector General Office.
This office may then turn its
findings over to the FBI or the
US. Attorney for criminal pros-
ecution.

Schiff would not say which
authorities were still under in-
vestigation.

In North Bergen, the strike
force found the following prob-
lems:

@ Personnel practices that set
salaries and longevity pay too
high.

B Nepotism in violation of the
authority’s own policies; the

strike force found 22 cases of *

nepotism.

8 Improper use of cars and
cellular phones for top ex-
ecutives, with the phone bill for
one month reaching nearly $400
for one phone.

@ Meal payments of $12,600
over 18 months for the Board of
Commissioners and authority
employees.

8@ Use of phones for personal

notes that the district has a five-
year plan, but nothing to guide

tion
educators

convention, few local
had seemn or were

“So far, we don’t know.”
In Hoboken, the external team
found that “the vision for the

students and faculty into the next
century.

“The district bas established a
monitoring procedure to address
Level 3 recommendation,” the
Union City report says. “There is
4 lack of a clear, singular mission
statement containing expecta-
tions in all areas of education to
prepare students for the year
2000.”

With schools closed this week
while teachers attend the annual

prepared to comment on the re-
ports :

Frank Vaccarino, Union City’s
executive director of grants apd
special projects, said the district
is pleased with the anticipated
funding increase. '

But he said he still doesn't
know what kind of control the
state plans to exercise in doling
out the money.

“Under these circumstances,
the question is ‘Are they really
here to help? ” Vaccarino said.

New Jersey Educational Associa-
'3> L/,/v/a T /;

nin

|

schools is not well known by staff
and community,” and “data
about student achievement
beyond basic skills is not rou-
tinely collected or analyzed.”

School board member Perxy
Belfiore had not seen the report.
While welcoming the new state
funding, he said he is wary about
the possible strings that are at-
tached to it.

“It's just a different level of
bureaucracy,” Belfiore said.
“And sometimes it seems to me
there's no method to their mag-
e

calls.

B Awarding contracts without
first putting them up for bids, a
violation of federal regulations.

B Records and files that were
not properly maintained.

B Special discount rents for
employees living in authority
apartments.

B Twice as many adminis-
trative workers as required by
HUD.

In Hoboken, the strike force
found:

B A lack of internal cash con-
trols that could lead to stealing.

B No limits on how much em-
ployees could spend while travel-
ing.

B Unnecessary use of outside |
consultants. ‘

@ More vehicles kept and in- |
sured than are needed. '

Nicholas J. Sacco, a North
Bgrgen Housing Authority com- |
missioner, said he welcomed the'
review.

“I'm glad it was done. There'’s
always room for improvement,”
Sacco said. “We're going to ad-
dress these problems and tighten
up this housing authority.”

Rehired Hoboken clerk faces

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Jour'rlal staff write
A c;rkq; l'reél;n/ ;ﬁj ;710-

boken Tax Collector’s office
will most likely be out of a
job if the City Council fol-
lows the recommendation of
Law Director Eugene
O'Connell

While the rehiring of
Frances Lucatorto was
“proper and legal” accord-
ing to Civil Service, 0'Con-
nell is recommending she be
replaced with the first clerk
on the city’s layoff list.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli
said he support’'s O'Con-
nell's recommendation.

“While the state Depart-
ment of Personnel recog
nizes the tax collector’s posi-
tion to rehire those with
familiarity with the position,
it seems the city has an obli

gation to hire from the reem-
ployment list,” Pasculli said.

torto spurred controversy
among city employees be-
cause they said veteran
clerks were bumped from
the reemployment list. The
Municipal Employee Union
demanded the city investi-
gate the rehiring.

James Fisher, union
president, claimed that Lu-
catorto and her half-sister,
Joan Dobbins, were brought
back to work because the
former is married to the
nephew of City Clerk James
Farina.

Parade comes to life
in studio in Hoboken

Continued from Page 1

ters include giant balloons
shaped like Clifford the Big
Red Dog, the Quick Bunny, Big
Bird, Spiderman, the Pink Pan-
ther and Bart Simpson.

The floats are many and
varied. One float will pay trib-
ute to American Folk heros,
another celebrates the charm
and traditions of Old World Eu-
rope. There will also be a float
of the Statue of Liberty.

Santa Claus will also be
present. His place in line, as
always, will be last.

The rehiring of Luca-

torto

Both women were given
promotions when they re-
hired, union officials

Farina said that he had
nothing to do with the rehir-
ings and that the decision
was made by the City Coun

The parade begins at 9 a.m
and ends at noon.

It kicks off at 77th Street
and Central Park West, then
proceeds south to Columbus
Circle, down Broadway to the
staging area in front of Macy's
Herald Square, and onto 34th
Street to the finish line at Sev-
enth Avenue.

The parade will be broad-
cast on NBC. The production
will be hosted by Willard Scott,
the Today Show weatherman,
and Deborah Norville, co-an-
chor of the Today Show.

firing

cil on the recommendation
of the tax collector and fi-
nance director.

0’Connell said the rehir-
ing was legal but that it was
not ethically correct.

Tax Collector Luis Pi-
cardo requested that Luca-

and Dobbins be re-

hired because they worked
in the office before 110 city
workers lost their jobs in
September because of the
budget crunch.

0’Connell said that the
first clerk on the rehire list
should be appointed in a
temporary position. He said
that in January, if perma-
nent positions are made, the
city should hire from the
Civil Service tax clerk list.

Dobbins has seniority
because she has a provision-
al title with Civil Service,
0'Connell said.

g, parent apathy plague schools

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
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Education Department as a way of help-

While the state is committed to in-
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plans, as well as their budgets for state
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Lthe law
m not going to argue with
Louis and Nickie. It just ap-
pears to be unfair, whatever
their logic is for bringing them
back. It appears to be wrong to
the rest of the workforce and
the workforce has to have con-
fidence we are doing things
Roberts said
Council members are still
aiting a legal opinion from
Law Director Eugene O'Con-
nell, instructed to review the

matter with Civil Service

fairly
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Fantasy becomes reality in Hoboken

made of

crowds and television crews,
that were used to build the
floats and balloons.

“It’s not just me that
builds this,” Bass insisted.
“Everybody puts so much of
themselves into this.”

The construction of the
parade floats and balloons is
no small feat. It takes 25 art-
ists and craftsmen who work
year-round to shape fantasy
into reality. On average, it
takes three months to build
each float, Bass said.

“It brings out the
dren in us,” Bass said

This year’s cast of charac-

chil-

See PARADE — Page 4

2 housing panels
bridle af criticism

! . lf/6/7©
By Jo-Ann Moriarty
and Wendell Jamieson
Journal staff writers

A scathing federal report
criticizing the Housing Au-
thorities of North Bergen and
Hobcken is inaccurate and un-
fair, according to officials of
those municipalities.

Dominick Gallo, executive
director of Hoboken’s Housing
Authority, said the U.S. Hous-
ing and Urban Development
Department’'s New Jersey
Strike Force report had erro-
neous information because it
didn’t understand his agency’s
operations.

North Bergen Commission-
er Nicholas Sacco, who repre-
sents the Township Commis-
sion on the Housing Authority,

said all the allegations by the
HUD strike force were not true.

He singled out the ¢laim
that the authority's top manag-
er was still using a leased Lin-
coln Townecar at $160 a month.

“It was leased,” Sacco said,
“but as soon as the lease was
up, it was returned.”

He insisted claims of nepo-

tism were exaggerated, saying
that in a relatively small com-
munity like North Bergen, rela-
tives are bound to work
together.
*  The HUD report noted the
authority’s regulations bar
nepotism, but 22 of its 40 ad-
ministrative employees are re-
lated to authority or township
officials.

See HOBOKEN — Page 4

Hoboken, N. Bergen
criticize HUD report

Continued from Page 1

The report, released
Wednesday, said there are
nearly twice as many workers
as necessary at the North Ber-
gen authority.

“It is terribly unfair. They
submitted a report without al-
lowing the housing authorities
to respond and those that did
respond, those reponses were
not included or permitted in
the report,” Gallo said.

The report’s finding that in
Hoboken late rent payments
are assessed “at the discretion
of its cashiers” and are
recorded, allowing “for the op
portunity 40 embezzle or mis
appropriate funds,” is incor-
rect information, Gallo said

The agency’s computer re-
cords the rent plus the late
charge, he said. “All the collec-
tions are accounted for on a
daily basis. And that is verified
by a HUD audit and our yearly
audit,” Gallo said

The report faults the Hobo-
ken authority for using outside
firms to prepare operating
budgets and financial state-
ments instead of having that
done by the agency

“My comptroller had a
stroke,” Gallo explained. “We
had to get the budget prepared
for June and he was out from
May until August.”

“The report also blasts the
agency for its pur(‘hasmg p(\]l

not

fied its procurement policy
only two weeks ago and the
Hoboken Housing Authority re-
cently revised its policy which
is awaiting HUD approval.

He said that the agency is
not required by state law or by’
HUD regulations to advertise
for professional services.

The investigators charged
that the authority has a “fleet
of 17 vehicles” which is “exces-
sive” since most of the authori-
ty's developments are in one
section of the city.

Gallo said only four of the
vehicles are passenger cars.
The rest are jeeps, trucks,
sweepers and a tractor.

Criticism of the authority
for not having a limit ox: hotel
and travel costs is unfair, Galio
said. because the agency at-
tends only conferences en-
dorsed by HUD and held at
hotels that give government
discounts.

The complaint that the
agency spent $1,100 to hire a
private consultant to train t_he
team on tenant selection policy
was particularly offensive to
Gallo

He said the amount cov-
ered nine months of work and
the consultant was needed be-
cause the employees were con-
fused on how to execute a point
system to evaluate placement
of applicants on a waiting list.

Sacco said North Bergen is

The reports released yesterday paint |
negativepaond positive aspects of the twe cies and for not advertising for
districts in fairly broad strokes. Both competitive bidding on profes-
relnf ﬁrdlngé a)read'\- pUb]lEth in \ll'rhll Services ('()”‘X'd(-'t,\
previous Level 3 reports But Galle said HUD clari

In Union City, for example, the report

/P <
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s o hampered by buildings t
T()p school offic n Hoboker ¢ ‘»ra 9 L
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of pulling themselves out « ey ganizing their respective business o

N ordineg to
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tricts, officials will be closely watching
where the money goes, said Educat.l_on
Department spokesman Roger Shatzkin.

“The ‘ recommendations have been
made in such a way to encourage the
districts to come up with their own solu-
tions,” Shatakin said. “The districts will,
however, have to submit improvement

ﬁe Hudson Dispatch glad the investigation was con-
ducted because it alerted the
Township Commission to is

proble

ing Hoboken, Union City and 28 other
urban districts spend additional state
aid

Hoboken is due to receive about $3.8
million in new state money next year
under the five-year Quality of Education
Act. Union City ean expect to get almost
$13.8 million.
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. plan surprises

Hudson Dispatch
There's

";%»-mu.m b‘_sﬁgt o

i A
[ HOBOKEN - Don't have a cow. man. Have a turkey.
ty new in the 64th annual Macy’'s Thanksgiving

, not the least of which is a giant Bart Simpson

asked Manfred G. Bass, the man who puts
. “Why, it's a combination float and
year we're doing something to make the

PARADE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Please see PARADE Page 8

The first falloons are the
Wicked Witch of the West and
Paddington Bear. If they prove
successful, others will be added
next year, Bass said. .

Bass, 50, has been topping
himself for 30 years, and this year
is no exception. Macy’s represen-
tatives expect more than 80
million people to view the parade
in person and on television.

Besides Bart and the two
falloons, Bass and his 25-person
crew have several other surprises
for parade fans this year, 1.nclud-
ing a huge Clifford the Big Red
Dog balloon.

“We've got artists, sculptors,
welders, all types of craftspeople
working here,” Bass said.
“Everybody pulling together to

make this the best parade there
is.

By last night, the floats and
balloons shouid all have received
their final touchups.

Beginning early in the eve-
ning, they will be led through the
Lincoln Tunnel on their way to
what Bass called “the longest-
running show on Broadway.””

Though this is Bass’ 30th year
with the parade, he still has a
schoolboy’'s gleam in his eye
when describing one of his
favorite new additions to the par-
ade cast, the Tiny Toons float
sponsored by Warner Bros.

“It just brings out the kid in
everybody,” Bass said. “And
that's the challenge for us‘eacp
year, to keep making it magical.

Eateries
not being

THREATS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Our dream is gone

Jackie said she will close the
Shamrock, a tidy little store on
the first floor of a four-story brick
building at 413 First St., by the
end of this month ‘

Neither she nor her husband
have any idea who 1s trying to
drive them out of businesg — Or

|
|

why . Police and fire investigators
have a few leads, but no arrests
and no answers A ‘

“We have mo enemies here,
Jackie said. “We haven't had any
problems in the xm(»xg}'xbor}\(u.d

It’s heartbreaking We were
doing good. We were building the
business.” )

The Khalils' probiems started
less than two months aﬁ«,-r‘thr
Shamrock opened on July 26

First. there was the attempted
burglary. Then, a month later
they found gasoline-soaked
carbet in a hallway next to the
store. Police called it an arson
attempt

In October, gasoline was found
in the store. Another arson at-
tempt, it was called. That's when
the Khalils’ insurance company
canceled the store’s policy.

On Friday, an unknown caller
phoned an arson threat to a city
official. One night later, someone
broke into the store

Police Capt. Carmen LaBruno
said detectives are investigating
the incidents with the Hudson
County Prosecutor’s Office Arson
Squad

Fire Chief Richard Tremitiedi
said his office has made the case
a priority. Fire investigators
have thoroughly checked the

‘Our dream is gone’

Thiréats /."

prompt
closing

Owners give up
on thriving deli

By DAVID REILLY
The Hudson Dispatch

victims of a series of break-ins
and threats that has left them
frightened and authorities
baffled.

There was an attempted bur-
glary in August, attem
arsons in September and
ber, and a break-in and threat of
arson last week. _

Yesterday, Jackie Khalil said
that she and her husband were
too scared to stay open. _

“We'll lose money, but ‘we
won't lose our lives,” she said.

Please see THREATS Page 4

Ali Khalil boards up a back window of the Shamrock Deli on First

Street in Hoboken after bars were bent in an apparent attempted

break-in.

T ———

DON SMITH THE HUDSON DISPAY CH

building so that,
another arson attempt or fire,
firefighters can extinguish 2
blaze as quickly as possible.

“Somebody’s trying to frighten
us,” Jackie said. “Well, it's
worked.”

Folding the business will hurt
the Khalils financially — the cou-
ple invested $40,000 — but the
hurt goes deeper thah that. .

Owning their own store had
long been an ambition of the
Khalils

Years ago, Jackie’s father,
Michael Carmody, owned the
Shamrock Bar on Hudson Street,
since defunct. He also ran the
Shamrock Taxi Co. in Hoboken
That's why the Khalils named
their store the Shamrock Deli.

“The Shamrock name is ruin-
ed,” Jackie said. “My family
name is ruined.”

So, too, is her love for her home-
town. Jackie, who now lives in
Union City, said she opened a
store in Hoboken because of her
roots here. She, her seven sisters
and a brother were all born and
raised in Hoboken.

The homecoming was
heartwarming.

“I thought we should open here
because I'm from here,” Jackie
said. “Now I'm being forced out of
here.”

not

_ No housing

‘bias’ fo
in Hoboken

HUD clears city’s authorjty
but doesn’t address politics

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

After investigating for
nearly two years, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Ur
ban Development has conclud-
ed that the Hoboken Housing
Authority does not discrimi-
nate against minorities in its
tenant selection.

“The investigation was a
waste of time,” said Nellie
Moyeno, a former eity director-
who initiated the probe. She
wanted HUD to look into politi-
cal favoritism.

The large number of minor-
ity tenants at the projects is
indicative that the housing
agency does not discriminate
on the basis of race or skin
color, she said.

Moyeno wanted the federal
probe to determine if the appli-
cants with political connec-
tions were getting the subsi-
dized apartments.

She filed a complaint with
HUD’s regional office in New
York two years ago on behalf of
39 applicants who, she report-
ed, had waited as long as 11
years for a public housing
apartment.

“If you don’t have a politi-
cal godfather, you don't get in,”

/i/l /7/ ?(.

Moyeno still insists two years
after her initial complaint

Adam Glantz, spokesman
for the New York HUD office,
said that the issue of people
with political connections get-
ting apartments over appli-
cants on a waiting list was not
within the scope of the federal
investigation.

He said he did not know of
an agency in HUD that could
investigate an allegation that
people with political connec-
tions get subsidized apart-
ments.

“The complaint was based
on Title VI,” Glantz said, and
focused on whether applicants
were bypassed because of their
“race, color or national origin.”

The housing authority man-
ages 1,355 units and rents are
based on income. Only about 30
apartments annually become
available, according to housing
officials.

Glantz said the complaint
was taken seriously but, of 22
applicants interviewed by
HUD investigators, only one
made “a passing reference” to
needing political connections.

Dominick Gallo, Hoboken
Housing Authority executive

See GALLO — Page 4

(allo says Moyeno plays politics

Continued from Page 1

inspect

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

/9/50

Hoboken has no health in-
spectors to inspect restaurants
or public health investigators
to crack down on landlords
who are not providing heat or
hot water. v

Health Director Patricia
Mitten said the crisis began
two weeks ago when her only
public health investigator be-
came ill and has not been able
to work.

The office’s only licensed
inspector who does spot checks
in any of the city's 264 restau-
rants recently went on materni-
ty leave, Mitten said. i

“] have no one,” Mitten
said.

Hoboken residents have
been calling The Jersey Jour-
nal complaining that they can-
not get a health inspector to
answer the telephone in the
public complaint office. :

“I have no one to cover this
office except myself. 1 have
been here for 30 years and I

have never had things this bad
and 1 am fed up,” Mitten said.

City Hall laid off 110 mu-
nicipal workers in Septembe_r
because of a severe fiscal cri-
sis. At the beginning of the
year, the Health Department
had two licensed inspectors
who checked restaurants and
two public health investigators
and a part-time employee.

“There are 264 restaurants
in Hoboken and right now,
none of them are being cov-
ered,” Mitten said. “We were
doing pretty good until all hell
broke loose,” she said.

Economic layoffs cut inspection staff

Continued from Page 1

going to have a baby in Novem-
ber. I was told to hire someone
but it is not easy to find
inspectors.

“You have to have a college
degree, an eight-week course
and a license. It is not easy,”
Mitten said. .

The public health investi-
gator, who inspects apartments
for heat, hot water, roach and
rodent control or sewerage
backup, plans to retire. _

»ayor Patrick Pasculli said

Irate

Pogr: .

Irate parents crowdéd into

that he has informed the City
Council of the shortage in the
office.

He said it is up to the coun-
cil to appropriate money for
more personnel.

“I believe that they are go-
ing to authorize the health offi-
cer to rehire in the areas of the
shortage.

“As time goes on, it shows
that many areas of the person-
nel on staff were performing
essential duties,” Pasculli said.

5 Housing advocate Thomas

Toscano and

Both board member Marc
School Superin-

Olivieri, who works in the Of-
fice of Community Develop-
ment, said that the Health De-
partment had a good record of
cracking down on landlords
who didn’t provide heat or hot
water.

Mitten said the lack of ser-
vice will have an impact on the
community.

“Some people have no heat
right now. If there is an out-
break with food poisioning, we

are going to wind up having °

problems,” she said.

read in the papers,” Fine said.
Toscano told the more than

director, said he would have
been happier if the official
HUD letter closing the com-
plaint had cleared the author-
ity of charges that it gives
apartments to those with politi-
cal connections.

Gallo said that it was not
unusual for applicants to wait
at least six years for an
apartment.

Gallo accused Moyeno of
playing politics because she
supported Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli’s opponent in the mayoral
contest that was ongoing at the
time that she filed the
complaint.

Moyeno said that the com-
plaint was filed because appli-

cussing the

cants came to her office after
they were unsuccessful in get-
ting explanations about their
applications from the
authority.

Pasculli subsequently re-
placed Moyeno because, he
said, he had the right to pick
his city directors. George Guz-
man got Moyeno's job.

While Glantz said that the
complaint was taken seriously,
HUD records show that the fed-
eral investigator came to Hobo-
ken City Hall on two occasions
to interview applicants, last
Dec. 6 and again April 30 of this
year.

Moyeno said that she was
“disgusted and frustrated” that
HUD interviewed the appli-

reorganization it
plan when “it's not on the

“Nothing is

written

cants in City Hall because
“they were scared to go there”
and worried about being seen
“coming forward.”

She said the federal agency
should had gone into the pro-
ject without notifying the ad-
ministration. “It was not an in-
vestigation,” she said.

Guzman and Glantz noted
that almost all the applicants
on the HUD list have gotten
into the housing projects.

To Moyeno, that is proof
that politics plays a role in
landing an apartment.

“Take a look at the list.
Most of them got apartments.
Why? Because something was
investigated about having po-
litical affiliations,” she said.

parents storm Hoboken meet on school closings

- getary matters.
in

oboken Board of Educa-
g‘(fnumeeting last night to get
some answers aboul the re-
ported reorganization plan
that would close one grammar
school and convert four others.

—_—

ey ——_—

Q‘“T,j", / -/5-'-75 &
Homework hour

' The Hoboken'Public Li-
i brary, 500 Park Ave., sponsors a
“Homework Hour” for gram-
matr school children’ on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and

“My licensed inspector was

See ECONOMIC — Page 4

Fridays at 4 p.m. Call 420-2346

| for more details.

tendent Walter J. Fine tried to
alleviate the fears of the par-
ents by saying that no plan is in
place.

“Don't believe what you

More study on gasifier alternatives asked

By Agustin Torres
Journal staff writer

The Hoboken-Union City-
Weehawken Sewerage Author-
ity commissioners last night re-
quested continued research on
alternatives to a gasifier plant
— including burning sludge
outside Hudson County —
while it seeks state approval
for pelletization, the process
that turns the residue of treat-
ed wastewater into pellets.

At the session, engineers
for the tri-city authority report-
ed that a “short stack” pellet-
ization plant can be éonstruct
ed as an alternative to the
gasifier’s 98-foot tall stacks

After listening to the engi
neering report on the smoke
stacks, Authority Treasurer
Abraham Antun said the most

viable proposal under pellet-
ization, as an alternative to
burning sludge, is to approve
construction at a Hoboken site
allowing for a stack only three
feet higher than the building
A critic of the gasifier
stacks which drew the public
ire, Antun said the unique pel-
letization construction allows
the stack to be literally encom-
passed by the building allow-
ing for “a yard” above the main
structure. The height of the
plant has yet to be determined
but commissioners said it
would not have the impact of a
gasifier
Authority

engineers said

\\tith pelletization, the sludge is
“indirectly heated” turning the
residue into “pellets.” In gas-
ification, sludge is heated
above hot sands, and the steam
1s used for secondary energy.
Antun did not want to vote
in favor of the pelletization re-
port until he was able to exam-
ine other alternatives to gasifi-
cation under investigation
Among those alternatives is
hnr{nng the sludge elsewhere
The agency has contacted
other sewerage authorities,
Some of which showed interest
in either taking the sludge at a
fee or becoming partners in the
building of an incinerator out-

side of Hudson County. Among
those agencies were the Stoney
Brook Authority in Princeton
itl]d the North West Bergen
County Sewerage Authority of
Waldwick ¢
Chairman Richard J. Wolff
said the commissioners will
eventually approve the report
because it is essential to keep
the process of seeking approval
for the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection going
even while the Tri-city agency
xu-i'\.\_ other alternatives. -
The Tri-city commissioners
are expected to meet with area
environmentalists Dec. 4 at Ho-
boken High School

100 parents that a plan is being
considered that would convert
Calabro and Kealey grammar
schools to grades pre-kinder-
garten through third grade, and
convert Wallace and Demarest
schools into grades four
through seven.

Under the possible plan,
eighth-graders would enter Ho-
boken High and the Brandt
School would be closed with
the board considering rebuild-
ing the Connors School.

Board member Ed Garcia,
who arrived at the meeting
more than an hour late, wanted
to know why the board was dis-

Hobok

Ja ¥ A/
By Yvonne Latty
Journal staff writer

Hoboken police and
firefighters implored the city
council last night to fund re-

agenda.” His statement was
greeted by angry rejoinders
from the parents.

“It’s your district, but you
have to think of all the stu-
dents,” Fine said as he
attempted to calm the vocal
parents.

Toscano reiterated that no
plan has been set, only that a
proposal was made to the man-
agement council consisting of
the superintendent, assistant
superintent and principals of
the schools, and that “as soon
as we have their feelings we
will go to each site (school)
management council to discuss

| COPS want vo

placement of what they claim is
an outdated and dangerous
communication system.

“The system is 60 years old
and a threat to the life and
safety of the public at large.”
said Police Lt. John Howl.

P.A. still has not given up
on _}_19!3;}?129_3 A}evelopment

By Bill Campbell
M writer

It's caused Hoboken mas-
sive political and legal head
aches for nearly a decade. but
the $1.2 billion redevelopment
of the old Port Authority piers
on the city’s southern water-
front is alive and well — on
paper, at least

Although Hoboken voters
rejected the mixed-use real es
tate plan in a referendum last
spring, the P A has earmarked
$147 million to the develop
ment in its $28 billion 1991
budget released yesterday

The hotly contested project
— originally approved by the
agency's board of commission-
er in 1980 — calls for 3.2 million
square feet of commercial, res
idential, retail and recreation-
al development

Throughout its many forms,
the P.A. has been the project's
principal financial partner.

The Hoboken redevelop-
ment project is one of two the
agency is funding, the other be-
ing a $1.2 billion plan in Hunt-
ers Point. But unlike Hunters
Point, the Hoboken project is
listed anonymously in the bud-
get as “New Jersey Waterfront
Development.”

Yes, that’s Hoboken,” an
agency official said pointing to
the item

Although a New Jersey ap-
peals court is deciding the fate
of the referendum vote and a
decision 1s expected next
week, the official said, all sig
nals are go

“It’s our feeling that even if
the appeal fails, there will be
another referendum next
yvear,” he said

stone,” he said. “We have to
come up with the best idea.”

Fine recommended that the
parents go to each school's site
management council and offer
any ideas they have.

In other action, the board
heard a report on test scores.
According to schoo officials,
basic skills test scores have in-
creased dramatically since the
district fell into Level 3 state
monitoring four years ago.

The board also was advised
that the Hoboken City Council
appointed Councilman
Richard England to serve as
liaison to the board in all bud-

Howl played a tape record-
ing of an officer requesting
backup while in pursuit of a
stolen car. All listeners could
hear was static and the garbled
voice of the officer whose
words could not be deciphered.

Police are asking for a sepe-

| rate wave length, new radios
| and new hand-held radies.

They currently share their
wave length with six other
eities who frequently can be-
heard

“You can hear Bridgeport
Conn.. as though it were Union
City,” said Sergeant Thomas P,
Meehan of the Police Superior
Officers Association.

Meehan held a two-way ra-
dio. its center covered with a

| thick wad of scotch tape.

He claimed the tape was the
only thing that holds the cir-
cuits of most of the officer’s ra-
dios together

gometimes you have to
hold it upside down or turn it in
alf kinds of different directions
to get them 10 work,” he said.

Out of 32 hand-held radios
eight are in the sh(_)p. a third of
the radio population, Meehan
said

“It's a dangerous S“Umion
that can only get worse,” he
said

«we understand the city has
money problems but something
has to be done about this be.
) late.”

Jack Lisa of
irtment echoed
s of the police
epresentatives

fore it’s i
Capt
Fire Del

comij

part

the
the
de

ices heard

The board approved payment
of $16,700 to the Italiano, Lisa
and Co. for preparing and sub-
mitting the statutory audit for
ther fiscal year ending June 30;
$4.595.44 to Organization Anal-
ysis and Practice, Inc. for its
first payment on a 1990-91 con-
tract as Level 3 consultants and
$73,508.82 to K-Laine Welding
Co., Inc. as second payment for
the replacement of the boiler
at the Kealey School.

Also, the board paid $8,372.44
to Harsen and Johns Part-
nership, an architectural firm,
for services rendered at three
schools.

on radios

“Communication in the fire
department has collapsed,” he
said. “We desperately need
computer upgrades.”

Lisa said the department’s
voice alarm system is down to
60 percent capacity, the radio
system is in serious need of
updating and the pull box
alarm is antiquated with only
30 still operable.

_Lisa is requesting a compute
rized system that would allow
firefighters to be able to speak
directly with dispatchers, local
and state police, PATH, Hos
pitals and ambulances

“Any alternatives will leave
large holes, "he said.

The council vowed to take a
look at the system and see what
can be done.

“There are things that we can
definitely be without, but
others we just can't,” said
Councilman Richard Del
Boccio.

“This is a matter of life and
safety. We need to conduct an
investigation of the equipment
that is so sorely needed.”

However, City Council Presi-
dent Dave Roberts said the
new system could cost the fi-
nancial troubled city close to a
million dollars.

“I can see the importance of
the equipment but austerity is
Oon everyone's mind.”

_In other business parking
fines were hiked in the city
The new rates mean commer-
cial vehicles parked overnight
will be fined $25, up from the

current fine of $5




Hoboken controversy

Foes preparing own waterfront p

i

Architect to study area

DisPereh 1 /a
By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - With a judge
expected to decide next week
whether city residents will get a
second chance to vote on a $30
million waterfront development
@greement, the plan’s opponents
are " preparing their own
Proposal in the event a new elec-
tma is !:lled.

embers of the coalition that
helped defeat the plan in July are
confident that voters would reject
the comprehensive Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey plan again, but say they
want to put their own proposal
:l;!"wn_xd to .tmiie talk that they

simply anti-development ob-
structionists -

~ “What we want to do is plan it

insuch a way that the public feels

confident they’ll be able to use

:ihl.nte v::ehr.ﬁéo:‘tlspace," said Ron
ition fi

e | ion for a Better

HOBOKEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

¥ /70
The group has hired New York
architect Craig Whitaker to look
at the city’s entire Hudson River
waterfront and draw up plans for
a development it feels fits the
scale of the Mile-Square City.
Whitaker, who was involved in
designing plans for the never-
built Westway superhighway in
Manhattan, is getting help froma
planning committee composed of
eight architects, two planners &
and one traffic engineer. The |
committee members all live here
and have volunteered their ex-
pertise and time, Hine said.
“They have been working for
about two months and they’re
making a lot of progress,” he said,
adding that the coalition expects
to unveil its plan early next year.
“They are clearly not light:
weights. They know what they're
doing. And they've got a
idea of what the city can handle.”
In a July special election, resi-

Please see  HOBOKEN Page 6
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Marineview
leftovers--$55

,000

Tenant/landlord lawsuits end;

tenant/tenant spat begins
By John M. Cropley

legal battles over rent increases between the

group known as Tenants For Affordable Rent
(TAR) and the owner of Grogan Marineview
Towers on Third and River streets, the Marineview
Housing Company has agreed to pay TAR $55,000
10 drop all pending litigation. TAR has tentatively
agreed (0 accept the settlement and drop its objec-
tions 10 past rent increases. The payment would be
divided among TAR's 95 members, an arrange-
ment many of the building’s 1,400 other tenants
see as unfair,

Jim Lisa, a Hoboken housing attorney who has
informally advised a group of the mostly non-TAR
tenants wha afe trying (o form a tenants's associa-
tion, says the anger comes from disappointment.
“There may have been misrepresentations by the
management or by TAR,” he says, “Tenanis were
misled to believe that a decision repdered in favor
of TAR would favor them 100."”

In what is heralded as the end of seven years of

et dal

to $903 for a second tier, 25th floor, two-bedroom
with balcony. (Apanments rented afier 1984 pay
the second tier of rents, about 10 10 12 percent
more than pre-1985, first tier apartments.)

Doug Wiedman, agent of Kriegman and Smith,
Inc., the building managers, could not be reached
for comment on the origin of the lenter, He said
carlier last week that the settiement was reached to
“end the financial and mental strain and divisive-
ness of constant litigation.”

Many non-TAR tenants perceive that TAR
stopped fighting the December | rent increase in
return for a $55,000 “buyout” for its members.
Also, in the past, tenants say, TAR has avoided
rent increases that other tenants have paid.

Cecilia Bailey claims that TAR withheld payment
of rent increases while it contested them in court.
She and other non-TAR tenants paid the increase,
Only when the increase was reduced by the couns
did TAR pay it, she said, adding that TAR' was”

An unsigned letier obtained from a tenant, prinied . pever held accountable for the extra money that
on Marineview stationery and distributed in mid- 3 other tenants had to0 pay ig the inierim.

1989 1o the two buildings reads *..if3
reductions are granied R
applied 1o all tepants....” TAR member Ed Mecka
said this was a trick by Marineview mamq;mem .
to torpedo TAR's legal effonts, by making TAR s
dues-paying members quit TAR.

Seeing a monetary settlement awarded to only a
small ion of the tenants is dismaying for many
who they would benefit from the case.
What they thought was a rent rollback fight has
ended, with no mooetary gain for themselves, and
a rent hike looming December 1.

Rents will increase almost nine
range from $390 for a first tier,

any rent

roent, and

%1 Another man claimed the same thing, but didn"t

by the Court, they will be « complain. thea (and does not wish to be identified

“now) because he is at management's mercy. *I
want-a two bedroom apartment and somewhere
alon; the line I'm going 10 bave (o kiss someone’s
butt.”

Anpette llling, co-chair of TAR, declined com-
ment on the $55,000 settiement. “Until the settle-
ment is consummaled, next week or the week afier,
I am reluctant to comment,” Mecka said Bailey's
charges are untrue, “All legal actions -~ ¥

* o 4cann'nu¢d on page 4

dents defeated the ci:hy‘l tﬁ:nl’n::t

ship t wi
\l'h::;:;.‘l;vm.m:gne-
ment called for construction of a

3.2 million-square-foot mixed-use
development.

Voters cited the project’s size,
the Port Authority’s invelvement
and dissatisfaction with Mayor

regularities.” Assignment Judge
Arthur N. DItalia of Hudson v T _
e e g School programs vs. tax relief

1 + ‘
Clty bobeib o e ad ovsld 100l programs vs. tax re tef :

por o Oy Couel o waiaia Hobofen) RePOTEC 1A e
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report from a City Council sub-
poma\‘ituo convened to re-exam-
ine

i T
L S

it said that those programs-
and objectives for effectiveness.” The

L

How do you spend $3.8 million in state aid? f

“were not evaluated
repont

- - s The Board of Education must file |

Fine said this week that he would ke (o see the MoneY witt the o ee SR by Desc 58

X . of Education i

Spent i he aeas of purencal nvolvemen, sceace, braries educational plaa 1o onet o Qualfy o sl g o
2 Sl lngunges: - - ear. In mid-J it has to submit a budget with line
would like 10 have & teacher in every school certified 10 ine spending iteams for the borrr s b

teach French, ltalian, Spanish and possibly German. I would Fine says that board is i _C‘;le?m- .

like to see in every school a fully science teacher zﬂﬂnlmoneyﬁomthem:en" s m“.“

wm.:scnen?e uipgnentwdus_nademelnb.Alw.aMly be asked for tax relief. 10 improve programs and will

eqmprdhbnrymthcemﬁedhbmianinmryelemeuuy “W:ﬂhzentohddudm-poﬁbkmhwgumh
“The High school is looking for more help: T would like "Ciry Businesn At s s as into effect.”

them to wglkwidl lt—ﬁskch?l‘dlen,"henid.p . ukC:ywmhm g% £ Chins says that be would
However, with the board of education o?mding pearly - “The board of Mmmdformdhf.

$11,000 per student and with over half of the City's 14X relief and should mate fhe. o s MO0y for tax

revenue going  towards . the - school budget, many and of buildings a

Hobokenite think that shortage of mooey is o the prob- g s T o e ey

em wil oboken’s schools. P gy * Chius

As part of the Quality Education Act, an extemal review - 827 that he fecls that after the Nov. 6 election, the

team recently reviewed the Hoboken school systemr and :

detailed areas that the state wants to see improved. While

the report praised the school for introducing new innovative

Patrick Pasculli’s administration

as some of the reasons they op-
the project.

city lost $8 million in an-

Mean the Pt;rt Authority
has not yet given up its interest in
developing the waterfront
acres.

When the bistate agency’s 1991
budget was unvdm week
the spending plan included $9.8
million for development of the
waterfront site.

“We will wait to determine

wlntaetionhq:moprute’ te in con-
nection with t proj as
things happen in ken,”
authority spokesman Armando
Arrastia said yesterday. “Right
now, it’s too early to tell.”

$3.8 million from the state for the 1991 school year

and in the aftermath of a 25 percent property tax
hike, how that money is spent will come increasingly into
fopu:. Meanwhile, Govemor Florio, who is having to deal
with the political fallout of the Nov. 6 election which was
widely seen as a rebuke by the voters of his tax package, has
bemimplyin;thusleumoflhemoneysmndgo
towards tax relief.

Hoboken is one of 30 urban districts which will benefit
from the Florio administration’s Quality Education Act. The
act would bring the state in compliance with the Abbot vs.
Bu&euleS:mneCoundechionwﬁchseehwbling
poorer urban icts up to par with their richer suburban
counterparts. Under the act, municipalities are eligible
for a five percent increase in state aid act would take
effect next mber.

School supe Walter Fine says that he would like
to see an expansion of programs which the schools recently
instituted, many of which were praised by the state.

Hoboui'- Boand of Education is scheduled to get

election and filed suit to have the
results changed because of what
they called “votine ir

continued cx page 7

money we'll be getting. I'm very concemned about that. Our  England described his role in sitting in on the meetings

school budget is going to encumber quite a few additional ¢hat of a “fly on the wall.”

expenses in the 1991-92 school year.” ! “I think I'm familiar with the school budget and I v
According to Toscano, school spending will increase by $6 plant the seeds for intelligent questions to be raised,”

million “before we can even by a pencil.” Those increase said.

will come from $1.5 million in pension and social security  “My personal goal is $2 million (for tax relief). Wheth
oon:.a':pmxhnnely $2.5 million in raises — per the latest can pull it off, I don't know,” England said.

teacher's contract — and $1.2 million in insurance. England says that the city council will be looking fc
In the meantime, the board will begin its budget meetings “bare bones budget. ;
on Dec. 3rd. Councilmember Richard England, a former “Even those members of the council who are employee.
board trustee and president, g the Hoboken Board of Education (Councilmembers Ed:
will be the liaison for the city council during those meet- Duroy and Richard Del Boccio) are saying they wan
i barebones budget,” England said. :
mﬂm;ﬁ land will be sitting in on the meetings, he ~ The- will go before voters in the schy
will not participate in the creation of the budget. elections and if defeated, will go before the city council.

SPEND

from cover &
state will be more receptive towards using the money for tax
f. ‘ '
lelj;ndging from the Govemor's speeches this month and
ﬁancommennl'veaeeninthepapen,theywmltz
moneyspentformulief,nlhethnmfusingllllhal
mooney into new at once.

Board Trustee Mark Toscano says that the board of educa-
tiond:mldnotsnﬂcounincanmmeybeheitynves
for other reasons besides the possibility that some of it may

o towards tax relief. 4 R
“'Hnenooeyisnmrpdmﬂﬂlnow. he said. “Florio
isddn;mesidenepnowsnlnomeknowﬂnwmuch

Pro L v

" MARINEVIEW ¢ .o« members who allowed their mem-
™ 000 7 % Wberships 40 lapse after the initial
i * $100 membership fee are consider-
%4 0 4 il o, dng legal action against TAR.
- handled through the court systems. ** Several tenants say they joined
It’s inconceivable that anyone could *~ TAR and paid the first of several
sidestep _ paying - legally < _due v ees, which were levied to pay TAR
moneys.” C ‘ % attorney Korona, but not the
Lisa said that there may be legal * ~Subsequent fees. Since the $55,000
‘action forthcoming, “not to set - "benefits -only.current TAR mem-
-aside the decision in favor of TAR,” + -- bers, these people will not see any
but because of questions “about the ~ e W S,
The - heralded - conclusion of
Marineview legal battles may tum
out to be merely a pause to regroup.

from cover .

* validity of the agreement between
TAR and the housing company "
$ Also, reportedly, former“TAR

Violators, bewarel!

Hoboken is hiking parking fines

/7 f 2

TICKETS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

. $15 to $20.

y y, a bigger fine will
keep people from using our
streets as a parking lot,” he said.
“As it is now, it's cheaper for
them to take the ticket than put
thtirclrlnlm.Anditkoep
us from sweeping our streets.’

holds here,” Aiello said. “People are pnr§
" ing everywhere there’s a spot, whether it’s
legal or not. I had hoped to bump the
double parking fine up to $35, but some
people ht that was too much. Now
that would be a real deterrent.”
mdﬁmwmmmummtwm
i orcemen
Mvm nurpl‘;tl&gow for violation of the
city’s alternate side of the street regu-
lations. Most of the tickets went to out-of-
towners, Goldsack said. :
The cost of those violations will rise from

Fines for overtime meter parking and
parking in a prohibited area, for example,
would go from $5 to $10.

If the new penalties are approved, cars
leftinftonturarehydnnuwi 1 earn their
owners $35 tickets, as to the
current $15 fine. The fine for double park-
ing will rise from $5 to:ftg‘

parking is one most serious
tmﬂm ing the city, according to
t. John Aiello, head of the police
ment’s traffic division. About half of the
148,000 tickets written by city police of-
ficers last year was for double parking.
“We have seven cars for every 10 house-

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — For the first time in a
decade, the cost of breaking the city’s
parking regulations is scheduled to climb.

The City Council is expected to adopt
wholesale fine increases at its meeting
tonight. Officials believe the new fines —
to take effect Dec. 23 — could boost revenue
by at least $500,000 next year.

At the same time, they said, stiffer
penalties should force persistent violators
to obey the parking rules, leaving city

_streets cleaner and less crowded. .

“When it comes to tickets, people here
have had a pretty good deal for a long
time,” said city Finance Director Nicholas
Goldsack. “After 10 years, we thought it
was about time to make increases.”

Goldsack said the city took in about $1.5
million in parking violation fines this year
and last year. Hiking the fines could push
that figure up to $2 million — and help
officials keep taxes from rising next year,
Goldsack said.

In most cases, fines are scheduled to
jump by $5. With many violations now
carrying a $5 price tag, that means a 100
percent increase.

n'o’.-bmtoma-
meter in Hoboken could
jump to $10.

Please see TICKETS Page 12
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ast drop

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The final agreement for Maxwell
House workers who will be laid off
when the Hoboken plant closes re-
quires them to sign a release freeing
the company from all legal claims.

“Jt's sounds like blackmail to me,”
said a veteran worker.

The plant closing agreement de-
tailing severance pay and other bene-
fits was announced yesterday by Max-
well House management and union

representatives.

They must release Maxwell House from legal claims

The agreement requires employ-
ees to sign a disclaimer when they
receive their severance pay.

The clause reads: “As an addition-
al condition, an employee must sign a
written general release on form desig-
nated by the employer, of any and all
claims against the employer.

That clause does not bar employ-
ees from legal recourse for compensa-
tion for a work-related injury or

health condition but keeps them from
challenging the financial benefits and
bonuses offered in the closing agree-
ment, according to Nan Redmond,
spokeswoman for General Foods, par-
ent company of Maxwell House.

“It releases the company of any
possible legalities pertaining to that
agreement. In other words, the em-
ployee couldn't take severance allow-
ance and so forth and come back and

say that it was not a fair agreement,”
Redmond said. “Any kind of illness or
injury is in a separate category.”
Scheduled meetings with the 400
hourly wage-earners to explain the
new pact were canceled unexpectedly
after Leo Cinaglia, president of Unit-
ed Food and Commercial Workers Lo-
cal 56, was unable to attend because
of an ulcerated retina, said union
spokesman Mike Shannon.

gives workers a bitter taste

“We feel very good about this
agreement,” said Plant Manager Bert
Quarfordt. “We believe it fulfills Max-
well House's promise to provide a
wide-ranging program of transitional
support for employees.”

While many plant workers had not
seen the seven-page agreement,
signed last week by Quarfordt and
Cinaglia, those who had rated it from
“It sucks” to “Not bad” or “It's better
than nothing.”

“They are giving what the contract

See MAXWELL HOUSE — Page 4

Maxwell House severance pay linked to releases

from Page 1
plus a little more,” said Chris
a boiler operator with more
r-35 years on the job.
$%They could have done a heckof a
Ppetter,” he added.
- #A lot of people worked for Max-
well House right from high school and
they are falling through the cracks
they're hurting,” said Byrnes, who
said he is getting all the benefits be
cause he is over 55.
Biit a veteran employee who will
pe a-month shy of 55 when the plant

closes March 24, 1992 said he will not
be eligible for a monthly stipend the
company offers employees who are
not eligible for Social Security. The
bonus would have added $300 to his
$500 monthly pension, he said. .

The closing agreement 1S predi-
cated on the condition that gmployjees
remain on the job until their termina-
tion date. Kraft General Foods an-
nounced in June it would close lho
Hoboken plant because of a decline in
coffee consumption.

Employees who leave their jobs

before their scheduled termination
date but with the permission of the
company will receive halftheir sever-
ance pay. Employees who leave with-
out notice forfeit any bonus or sever-
ance pay. :

Severance pay or termination al-
lowance is calculated by age and
seniority.

Employees between 48 and 55
with 25 years service will receive an
additional bonus of $10,250, according
to the agreement.

Employees with less than five

r3 senority will receive a six-week
nus if they work until their termina-
tion date. A 10-week bonus will be
given to employees covered by the
contract if they work until the plant
closes. .
The company will extend medical
coverage for three months beyond the
plant closing. '
The company may extend medical
insurance beyond that for retiring em-
ployees, but that issue is still under
review said Redmond.
The company will offer early re-

» % i3]
tirement with a bonus of $15,000 2
those employees will not be eligible B
e riass giagun

A train At
ety o
courses a by the company
completed by July 1, 1982 is also
offered..

Employees accepting transfer to
another company owned by Kraft Gen-
eral Foods or parent company Philip
Morris will not be entitled to termina-
tion allowance or stay-on bonus but
will be given $3,000 for relocation.

offering 40 jobs - -

There will be a job, if not a pot of gold, at the end of the
rainbow for 40 of the 650 workers at Maxwell House’s
doomed Hoboken plant. ‘

Despite a sluggish economy, Maxwell House plans to be-
gin work on a $30 million expansion of its Jacksonville, Fla,,
plant inJanuary or February, a company official said. .

Workers at the Hoboken plant have been promised first
crack at any jobs at the Florida plant which should become
available next summer. .

The Jacksonville plant “beat out” the Hoboken facility.
earlier this year in a massive union contract concessions
sweepstakes.

Stephen C. Hornik, business representative for United
Food Commercial Workers Local 56 in Hoboken, said many
workers have expressed a desire to move to Jacksonville but
believes some will change their minds.

As part of $4.8 million concession to encourage Maxwell
House to stay in Jacksonville, the state of Florida is provid-
ing $1.8 million for a new bridge and entrance to the plant
near downtown Jacksonville.

In Jacksonville, plant manager James Reese told The As-
sociated Press, “We're moving right along.” .

Reese said a contractor has not been selected but work
should take most of the year to complete.

Maxwell House's parent company, General Foods USA,
announced in June that it would keep the Jacksonville proc-
essing plant open and close the plant in Hoboken because of
excess capacity at the two East Coast factories.

The company will begin the first round of layoffs in Ho-
bokenJune 1.

The final workers will be laid off in March 1992 when the
plant shuts down.

The Jacksonville Maxwell House plant now has about 360
employees




Hoboken controversy

Foes preparing own waterfront plan

Architect to study area

Dispg7eh ///a 7/70

By E‘DWARD K.SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch =

HOBOKEN - With a judge
expected to decide next week
whether city residents will get a
second chance to vote on a $30
million waterfront development
agreement, the plan’s opponents
are busy preparing their own
Proposal in the event a new elec-
tion is called.

Members of the coalition that
helped defeat the plan in July are
confident that voters would reject
the comprehensive Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey plan again, but say they
want to put their own proposal
2:wa_rd ;.o stifle talk that they

Slmply anti-developmen -
stl;uctionist.a. p v
. “What we want to do is plan it
In such a way that the public feels
confident they’ll be able to use
that waterfront space,” said Ron
Hine of the Coalition for a Better
Waterfront.

The group has hired New York
architect Craig Whitaker to look
at the city’s entire Hudson River
waterfront and draw up plans for
a development it feels fits the
scale of the Mile-Square City.

Whitaker, who was involved in
designing plans for the never-
built Westway superhighway in
Manhattan, is getting help from a
planning committee composed of
eight architects, two planners
and one traffic engineer. The
committee members all live here
and have volunteered their ex-
pertise and time, Hine said.

“They have been working for
about two months and they’'re
making a lot of progress,” he said,
adding that the coalition expects
to unveil its plan early next year.
“They are clearly not light:
weights. They know what they’re
doing. And they've got a good
idea of what the city can handle.”

In a July special election, resi-

Please see HOBOKEN Page 6

The Hoboken waterfront is the site of a controversial development plan.

DON SMITH THE HUDSON DISPATCH

Marineview

leftovers--$55,000

Tenant/landlord lawsuits end,;

tenant/tenant spat begins
By John M. Cropley

legal battes over rent increases between the

group known as Tenants For Affordable Rent
(TAR) and the owner of Grogan Marineview
Towers on Third and River streets, the Marineview
Housing Company bas agreed to pay TAR $55,000
to drop all pending litigation. TAR has tentatively
agreed to accept the settlement and drop its objec-
tions 1o past rent increases. The payment would be
divided among TAR's 95 members, an arrange-
ment many of the building’s 1,400 other tenants
see as unfair,

Jim Lisa, a Hoboken housing attomey who has
informally advised a group of the mostly noun-TAR
tenants who ate trying to form a tenants’s associa-
tion, says the anger comes from disappointment.
“There may have been misrepresentations by the
management or by TAR,” he says. “Tenants were
misled to believe that a decision repdered in favor
of TAR would favor them 100,"” .

An unsigned letter obtained from a tenant, pri
on Marineview stationery and distributed in mid-
1989 to the two buildings reads “.iftany rent
reductions are by the Couyrt, they will be
applied to all tenants...,” TAR member Ed Mecka
said this was a trick by Marineview management
to torpedo TAR's legal efforts, by making TAR's
dues-paying members quit TAR.

Seeing a monetary settlement awarded to only a
small ion of the tenants is dismaying for many
who m;bl they would benefit from the case.
What they thought was a rent rollback fight has
ended, with no mooetary gain for themselves, and
a rent hike looming December 1.

Rents will increase almost nine
range from $390 for a first tier,

In what is heralded as the end of seven years of

rcent, and

1o $9073 for a second tier, 25th floor, two-bedroom
with balcony. (Apariments rented afier 1984 pay
the second tier of rents, about 10 1o 12 percent
more than pre-1985, first tier apanments.)

Doug Wiedman, agent of Knegman and Smith,
Inc., the building managers, could not be reached
for comment on the origin of the letter, He said
earlier lasi week that the settlement was reached to
“end the financial and mental strain and divisive-
ness of constant litigation.”

Many non-TAR tenants perceive that TAR
stopped fighting the December | rent increase in
return for a $55,000 “buyout” for its wembers.
Also, in the past, tenants say, TAR has avoided
rent increases that other tenants have paid.

Cecilia Bailey claims that TAR withheld payment
of rent increases while it contested them in count.
She and other non-TAR tenants paid the increase.
Only when the increase was reduced by the courts
did TAR pay it, she said, adding that TAR' was’
pever held accountable for the extra money that

- other tenants had to pay ig the interim. . -
5 Another man claimed the same thing, but didn't
- complain thep (and does not wish to be identified
now) because he is at management's mercy. “1
want -a two bedroom apariment and somewhere
along tbe line I'm going (o have to kiss someone's
un.l'

Annette Nlling, co-chair of TAR, declined com-
ment on the $55,000 seitlement. “Until the settle-
ment is consummated, next week or the week afier,
I am reluctant 1o comment,” Mecka said Bailey's
charges are untrue, “All legal actions e

. continued on page 4
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dents defeated the city’s partner-
ship agreement with the Port
Authority by 12 votes. The agree-
ment called for construction of a
‘ 3.2 million-square-foot mixed-use
development.
l Voters cited the project’s size,
the Port Authority’s involvement
and dissatisfaction with Mayor
Patrick Pasculli's administration
as some of the reasons they op-
posed the project.

The city lost $8 million in an-
ticipated lease payments when
the ent was defeated.
Pmuﬁ?n laid off more than
100 municipal employees and
sought an emergency $7.2
million state loan package to
meet the budget shortfall.

A group calling itself the Com-
mittee to Save Hoboken formed
in the wake of the referendum

election and filed suit to have the - ! s
results changed because of what Arrastia said yesterday. “Right

they called  “gohine ip. DOW, it’s too early to tell.”
———_

regularities.” Assignment Judge
Arthur N. D'Italia of Hudson
County Si ior Court in Jersey
City h the case and could
issue a ruling as early as Monday.

Also expected shortly is the
report from a City Council sub-
committee convened to re-exam-
ine the agreement.

Meanwhile, the Port Authority

has not yet given up its interest in
developing the 32 waterfront
acres.
When the bistate agency’s 1991
budget was unveiled last week,
the spending plan included $9.8
million for development of the
waterfront site.

“We will wait to determine
what action is approypriate in con-

nection with that g{qiect as
things happen in Hoboken,”
authority spokesman Armando

How do you spend $3.8 million in state aid?

pro it said that those programs “were not evaluated
ﬁﬁ:ﬁ objectives for effectiveness.” 'lhe.np_on

School i)ibgfam& vs. tax relief

By Alex Ladd ,(;b,[)o/ﬁfw’ KePorTer /(/Wé o | SRt i

oboken's Board of Education is scheduled to get  Fine said this week that be would like to see the money i ye 0. of Education must file a report by Dec. 15th
H$3.8 million from the state for the 1991 school year spemt in the areas of parental involvement, science, libraries xmmm of Education detailing a five-year
b Waod i the ahermath of a 25 percent property tax and foeign lnguages. year. In mid Jamuars it oy for additional aid next
) money is spent will come increasingly into  “T would like to have a teacher in every school certified 10 fipe - - auary it has to submit a budget with line by
focus. Meanwhile, Govemor Florio, who is having o deal teach French, Italian, Spanish and possibly German. I would .- ci08 items for the increased state money.
with the political fallout of the Nov. 6 election which was like to see in every school a fully qualified science teacher getgins e T, 00U i8 in a “Catch 22" because it is
widely seen as a rebuke by the voters of his tax package, has  with science equipment such as a science lab. Also, a fully pe dkuul‘ngy&om the state to improve programs and will
?:mmgy:mhu at least some of the money should go eqln:;oprdlibmy with certified librarian in every elementary <y, hove:xb';llﬁ- chens s pemibie 0 the bedast e
/ school. . : E get thi
Hoboken is one of 30 urban districts which will benefit _“The High school is looking for more belp. I would like G, 0. Sll Pt these programs into effect.”
from the Florio administration’s Quality Education Act. The them to work with at-risk children,” he said. m‘m: usiness Administrator Ed Chius says that he would
act would bring the state in compliance with the Abbot vs. _ However, with the board of education spending nearly  ~ne b Crire Amount used for tax relief.
Burke state Supreme Court decision which seeks to bring $11,000 per student and with over half of the city’s tax relief and d‘o:lfm
poorer urban districts up to par with their richer suburban revenve going towards the - school budget, many priority b clodnd maks the -
counterparts. Under the act, municipalities are eligible Hobokenites think that shortage of money is not the prob- the ,‘z 'y mgntwo Mdm”“'.'m'
for a five percent increase in state aid. act would take lem with Hoboken’s schools. ’ mm;wmmm.m” he said.
effect next September. As part of the Quality Education Act, an extemal review s feels that after the Nov. 6 election, the
School supernnte t Walter Fine says that he would like team recently reviewed the Hoboken school system and -
to see an expansion of programs which the schools recently detailed areas that the state wants to see improved. While
instituted, many of which were praised by the state. the report praised the school for introducing new innovative

continued on page 7

money we'll be getting. I'm very concemed about that. Our England described his role in sitting in on the meetings

school budget is going to encumber quite a few additional that of a “fly on the wall.”

" expenses in the 1591-32 school year.” oy %% '“l lh;k I'm f?miharelvl:ith the school budg:! and I v
i i wards using the money for {ax Accordinglo'l‘oscano.scboolspendmg- increase by plant seeds for intelligent questions to be raised,”

::::fm“ = v : million “before we can even by a pencil.” Those increase said. : :

“Ju.dgin! from the Govemor's speeches this month and will come from $1.5 million in pension and social security “My rsonal goal is $2 mil.hon (for tax relief). Wheth

from comments I've seen in the papers, they want the costs, anroxinaely $2.5 million in raises — per the latest can pull it off, I don't know,” England said. .

money spent for tax relief, rather than infusing all that teacher’s contract — and $1.2 million in insurance. England says that the city council will be looking fc

money into new at once. In the meantime, the board will begin its budget meetings “bare bones budget.

Board Trustee % says that the board of educa- on Dec. 3rd. Councilmember Richard England, a former “Even those members of the council who are employee.
tion should not start counting state money before it arrives  board trustee and president, the Hoboken Board ¢f Education (Councilmembers Ed:
for other reasons besides the possibility that some of it may will be the liaison for the city council during those meet- wmﬁwwn"ngadmmm) are saying they wan
g%m;:wmdwm,”heM“mﬁo mﬁm;h land will be sitting in on the meetings, he = The-budget will go before voters in the spring sche
i,ddn‘m,idemp.nowmdnoomknowﬂnwmudl will not participate in the creation of the budget. elections and if defeated, will go before the city council.
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pec pui e ~ members who allowed their mem-
* “berships 10 lapse after the initial
$100 membership fee are consider-
gt _dng legal action against TAR.
handled through the court systems, " Several tenants say they joined
It's inconceivable that anyone could =~ TAR ‘and paid the first of several
sidestep _ paying  legally ~_due . fees, which were levied to pay TAR
moneys. i attomey' Ray Korona, but not the
Lisa said that there may be legal * < Subsequent fees. Since the $55,000
action forthcoming, “not to set  benefits -only current TAR mem-
-aside the decision in favor of TAR," - - bers, these people will not see any
but because of questions “about the - money. 95 S
validity of the agreement between The  heralded - conclusion of
Marineview legal battles may wm

TAR and the housing company.”
, Also, reportedly, former TAR  ©Out 10 be merely a pause to regroup.
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Violators, beware!

26077& 4 1 fzcfo
By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN b “Wl;:an it comes to ‘:(i:ékﬁts,lpeople here
. ave had a pretty eal for a lo
o FsienSupeh time,” said city Finance Director N icholl;g
HOBOKEN — For the first time in a  Goldsack. “After 10 years, we thought it
decade, the cost of breaking the city’'s was about time to make increases.”
parking regulations is scheduled to climb. Goldsack said the city took in about $1.5
The City Council is expected to adopt

. million in parking violation fines this year
wholesale fine increases at its meeting  and last year. Hiking the fines could push
tonight. Officials believe the new fines —

that figure up to $2 million — and help
to take effect Dec. 23 — could boost revenue  officials keep taxes from rising next year,
by at least $500,000 next year.

Goldsack said.
At the same time, they said, stiffer

In most cases, fines are scheduled to
penalties should force persistent violators  jump by $5. With many violations now
to obey the parking rules, leaving city

carrying a $5 price tag, that means a 100
streets cleaner and less crowded. percent ihcrease.

TICKETS
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is hiking parking fines

holds here,” Aiello said. “People are park- )

$15 to $20.

‘ fully, a bigger fine will

- keep these people from using our
streets as a parking lot,” he said.
“As it is now, it’s cheaper for
them to take the ticket than put
theircar in a garage. And it keeps
us from sweeping our streets.”

Fines for overtime meter parking and
parking in a prohibited area, for example,
would go from $5 to $10.

If the new penalties are approved, cars
left in front of fire hydrants will earn their
owners $35 tickets, as opposed to the
current $15 fine. The fine for double park-
ing will rise from $5 to $15.

Double parking is one of the most serious
problems p ing the city, according to
Lt. John Aiello, head of the police
ment’s traffic division. About half of the
148,000 tickets written by city police of-
ficers last year was for double parking.

“We have seven cars for every 10 house-

ing everywhere there’s a spot, whether it’s
legal or not. I had hoped to bump the
double parking fine up to $35, but some
people thought that was too much. Now
that would be a real deterrent.” X

In addition to the tickets issued by police
officers, parking enforcement agents
wrote nearly 100,000 for violation of the
city’s alternate side of the street regu-
lations. Most of the tickets went to out-of-
towners, Goldsack said.

The cost of those violations will rise from

The fine for neglecting to feed a
parking meter in Hoboken could

jump to $10.

™ 17y P ///J“

Please see TICKETS Page 12
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_ They must release Maxwell House from legal claims

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The final agreement for Maxwell
House workers who will be laid off
when the Hoboken plant closes re-
quires them to sign a release freeing
the company from all legal claims.

“It's sounds like blackmail to me,”
said a veteran worker.

The plant closing agreement de-
tailing severance pay and other bene-
fits was announced yesterday by Max-
well House management and union
represcntalives.

The agreement requires employ-
ees to sign a disclaimer when they
receive their severance pay. -

The clause reads: “As an addition-
al condition, an employee must sign a
written general release on form desig-
nated by the employer, of any and all
claims against the employer.”

That clause does not bar employ-
ees from legal recourse for compensa-
tion for a work-related injury or

health condition but keeps them from
challenging the financial benefits and
bonuses offered in the closing agree-
ment, according to Nan Redmond,
spokeswoman for General Foods, par-
ent company of Maxwell House.

“It releases the company of any
possible legalities pertaining to that
agreement. In other words, the cm-
ployee couldn't take severance allow-
ance and so forth and come back and

say that it was not a fair agreement,”
Redmond said. “Any kind of illness or
injury is in a separate category.”
Scheduled meetings with the 400
hourly wage-earners to explain the
new pact were canceled unexpectedly
after Leo Cinaglia, president of Unit-
ed Food and Commercial Workers Lo-
cal 56, was unable to attend because
of an ulcerated retina, said union
spokesman Mike Shannon.

gives workers a bitter taste

“We feel very good about this
agreement,” said Plant Manager Bert
Quarfordt. “We believe it fulfills Max-
well House's promise to provide a
wide-ranging program of transitional
support for employees.”

While many plant workers had not
seen the seven-page agreement,
signed last week by Quarfordt and
Cinaglia, those who had rated it from
“It sucks™ to “Not bad” or “It's better
than nothing.”

“They are giving what the contract

See MAXWELL HOUSE — Page 4

Maxwell House severance pay linked to releases

from Page 1
offered plus a little more.” said Chris
hes. a boiler operator with more
tham ars on the job.
""gleyyecould have done a heckof a
jot better,” he added.
®A lot of people worked for Max-
well House right from high school and
they are falling thrqu;zh the cracks
they're hurting,” said Byrnes, who
said he is getting all the benefits be
cause he is over 55
Biit a veteran employee who will
pe a-month shy of 55 when the plant

closes March 24, 1992 said h_e will not
be eligible for a monthly stipend the
company offers employees who are
not eligible for Social Security. The
bonus would have added $300 to his
$500 monthly pension, he said. 7

The closing agreement is predi-
cated on the condition that employees
remain on the job until their termina-
tion date. Kraft General Foods an-
nounced in June it \A'nu!d close the
Hoboken plant because of a decline in
coffee consumption.

Employees who leave their jobs

before their scheduled termination
date but with the permission of the
company will receive halftheir sever-
ance pay. Employees who leave with-
out notice forfeit any bonus or sever-
ance pay.

Severance pay or termination al-
lowance is calculated by age and
seniority.

Employees between 48 and 55
with 25 years service will receive an
additional bonus of $10,250, according
to the agreement.

Employees with less than five

years senority will receive a six-week
bonus if they work until their termina-
tion date. A 10-week bonus will be
given to employees covered by the
contract if they work until the plant
closes. _

The company will extend medical
coverage for three months beyond the
plant closing.

The company may extend medical
insurance beyond that for retiring em-
ployees, but that issue is still under
review said Redmond.

The company will offer early re-

tirement with a bonus of $15,000
those employees will not be eligi
for stay-on bonuses. il

A training refund program gl?‘
workers $2,500 reimbursement
courses approved by the company #hd
completed by July 1, 1992 is also
offered..

Employees accepting transfer to
another company owned by Kraft Gen-
eral Foods or parent company Philip
Morris will not be entitled to termina-
tion allowance or stay-on bonus but
will be given $3,000 for relocation.

Maxwell House *

offering 40 jobs

There will be a job, if not a pot of gold, at the end of the
rainbow for 40 of the 650 workers at Maxwell House's
doomed Hoboken plant.

Despite a sluggish economy, Maxwell House plans to be-
gin work on a $30 million expansion of its Jacksonville, Fla,,
plantinJanuary or February, a company official said. :

Workers at the Hoboken plant have been promised first
crack at any jobs at the Florida plant which should become
available next summer.

The Jacksonville plant “beat out” the Hoboken facility
earlier this year in a massive union contract concessions
sweepstakes.

Stephen C. Hornik, business representative for United
Food Commercial Workers Local 56 in Hoboken, said many
workers have expressed a desire to move to Jacksonville but
believes some will change their minds.

As part of $4.8 million concession to encourage Maxwell
House to stay in Jacksonville, the state of Florida is provid-
ing $1.8 million for a new bridge and entrance to the plant
near downtown Jacksonville.

In Jacksonville, plant manager James Reese told The As-
sociated Press, “We're moving right along.” .

Reese said a contractor has not been selected but work
should take most of the yearto complete.

Maxwell House's parent company, General Foods USA,
announced in June that it would keep the Jacksonville proc-
essing plant open and close the plant in Hoboken because of
excess capacity at the two East Coast factories.

The company will begin the first round of layoffs in Ho-
bokenJune 1.

The final workers will be laid off in March 1992 when the
plant shuts down.

The Jacksonville Maxwell House plant now has about 360
employees




Hoboken controversy

Foes preparing own waterfront plan

Architect to study area

DisPereh ///,;z 7/90

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - With a judge
expected to decide next week
whether city residents will get a
second chance to vote on a $30
million waterfront development
agreement, the plan’s opponents
are busy preparing their own
Proposal in the event a new elec-
tion is called.

Members of the coalition that
helped defeat the plan in July are
confident that voters would r}.qecl
the comprehensive Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey plan again, but say they
want to put their own proposal
forwqrd to stifle talk that they
are simply anti-development ob-
structionists.
~ “What we want to do is plan it
in such a way that the public feels
confident they’ll be able to use
that waterfront space,” said Ron
Hine of the Coalition for a Better
Waterfront.

HOBOKEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

The group has hired New York
architect Craig Whitaker to look
at the city’s entire Hudson River
waterfront and draw up plans for
a development it feels fits the
scale of the Mile-Square City.

Whitaker, who was involved in
designing plans for the never-
built Westway superhighway in
Manhattan, is getting help from a
planning committee composed of
eight architects, two planners
and one traffic engineer. The
committee members all live here
and have volunteered their ex-
pertise and iime, Hine said.

“They have been working for
about two months and they’re
making a lot of progress,” he said,
adding that the coalition expects
to unveil its plan early next year.
“They are clearly not light:
weights. They know what they’re
doing. And they've got a good
idea of what the city can handle.”

In a July special election, resi-

~ Please see HOBOKEN Page 6

The Hoboken waterfront is the site of a controversial development plan.
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Marineview

leftovers--$55,000

Tenant/landlord lawsuits end;

tenant/tenant spat begins

By John M. Cropley

n what is heralded as the end of seven years of
Ilegal battles over rent increases between the
group known as Tenants For Affordable Rent
(TAR) and the owner of Grogan Marineview
Towers on Third and River streets, the Marineview
Housing Company has agreed to pay TAR $55,000
to drop all pending litigation. TAR has tentatively
agreed 10 accept the settilement and drop its objec-
tions to past rent increases. The payment would be
divided among TAR’s 95 members, an arrange-
ment many of the building’s 1,400 other tenants
see as unfair.

Jim Lisa, a Hoboken housing attorney who has
informally advised a group of the mostly non-TAR
tenants who ate trying to form a tenants’s associa-
tion, says the anger comes from disappointment.
“There may have been misrepresentations by the
management or by TAR,” he says. “Tenants were
misled to believe that a decision rendered in favor
of TAR would favor them t00."”

An unsigned letter obtained from a tenant, printed
on Marineview stationery and distributed in mid-
1989 10 the two buildings reads “..if)any rent
reductions are by the Court, they will be

lied to all tenants...” TAR member Ed Mecka
said this was a trick by Marineview management
to torpedo TAR's legal efforts, by making TAR's
dues-paying members quit TAR.

Seeing a monetary settlement awarded to only a
small portion of the tenants is dismaying for many
who ght they would benefit from the case.
What they thought was a rent rollback fight has
ended, with no mooetary gain for themselves, and
a rent hike looming December 1.

Remts will increase almost nine
range from $390 for a first tier,

reent, and
floor studio

to $903 for a second tier, 25th floor, two-bedroom
with balcony. (Apaniments rented after 1984 pay
the second tier of rents, about 10 10 12 percent
more than pre- 1985, first tier apanments.)

Doug Wiedman, agent of Kriegman and Smith,
Inc., the building managers, could not be reached
for comment on the origin of the letter, He said
earlier last week that the settiement was reached to
“end the financial and mental strain and divisive-
ness of constant litigation.”

Many non-TAR tenants perceive that TAR
stopped fighting the December | rent increase in
return for a $55,000 “buyout” for its members.
Also, in the past, tenants say, TAR has avoided
rent increases that other tenants have paid.

Cecilia Bailey claims that TAR withheld payment
of rent increases while it contested them in count.
She and other non-TAR tenants paid the increase.
Only when the increase was reduced by the couns
did TAR pay it, she said, adding that TAR was
pever held accountable for the extra money that

- other tenants had to pay in the interim.
-+ _Another man claimed the same thing, but didn't
-complain then (and does not wish to be identified

now) because he is at management's mercy. “I
want a two bedroom apartment and somewhere
along the line I'm going to have to kiss someone's
butt.”

Anpetie llling, co-chair of TAR, declined com-
ment on the $55,000 settlement. “Until the settle-
ment is consummated, next week or the week after,
I am reluctant 1o comment.” Mecka said Bailey's
charges are untrue. “All legal actions k.

._continued on page 4

dents defeated the city’s partner-
ship agreement with the Port
Authority by 12 votes. The agree-
ment called for construction of a
] 3.2 million-square-foot mixed-use
development.
l Voters cited the project’s size,
the Port Authority’s involvement
and dissatisfaction with Mayor
Patrick Pasculli's administration
as some of the reasons they op-
posed the project.

The city lost $8 million in an-
ticipated lease payments when
the agreement was defeated.
Pasculli then laid off more than
100 municipal employees and
sought an emergency $7.2
million state loan package to
meet the budget shortfall.

A group calling itself the Com-

regularities.” Assignment Judge
Arthur N. D’Italia of Hudson
County Superior Court in Jersey
City he the case and could
issue a ruling as early as Monday.

Also expected shortly is the
report from a City Council sub-
committee convened to re-exam-
ine the agreement.

Meanwhile, the Port Authority
has not yet given up its interest in
developing the 32 waterfront
acres.

When the bistate agency’s 1991
budget was unveiled last week,
the spending plan included $9.8
million for development of the
waterfront site.

“We will wait to determine
what action is appropriate in con
nection with that project as

School programs vs. tax relief
Hobofen) RefoTes

Hoboken‘s Board of Education is scheduled to get

also cri
By Alex Ladd

1o

Fine said this week that he would like i
$3.8 milico from e sate for he (991 school year ecience, ibraricy ith the sase

in ermath of a 25 percent property tax
hike, how that money is spent will come increlsinglnyyimo
focus. Meanwhile, Governor Florio, who is having to deal
with the political fallout of the Nov. 6 election which was
widely seen as a rebuke by the voters of his tax package, has
begun implying that at least some of the money should go
towards tax relief.

Hoboken is one of 30 urban districts which will benefit
from the Florio administration’s Quality Education Act. The
act would bring the state in compliance with the Abbot vs.
Burke state Supreme Court decision which seeks to bring

and foreign languages. .

“I would like to have a teacher in every school certified to
teach French, ltalian, Spanish and possibly German. I would
like to see in every school a fully qualified science teacher

eqlt‘l(i,0 library with certified librarian in every elementary
school. .

them to work with at-risk children,” he said. Sy \ A
However, with the board of education s ing nearly

$11,000 per student and with over half of the city’s tax

How do you spend $3.8 million in state aid?

pro, it said that those programs “were not evaluated
M‘ﬂm' and objectives for effectiveness.” The report

7 the Hoboken's school system fi

9fntvicumdfotnmhvh¢nvidmﬂmhim
its staff and the community :

TheBoudodenuﬂonmuameuepmbyDec. 15th

spent in the areas of parental involvement, science, libraries edycational plan in order - s f oo

year. In mid-January
line spending items

to qualify for additional aid next

it has to submit a budget with line by
for the increased state money.
ﬁmuysdmboudisina"‘CuchZZ" because it is
with science equipment such as a science lab. Also, a fully &m@mxm? S 0 lmpeove programs sad wil
“Wehopeloboldaaclouenponibletothebwgetﬂﬁs
“The High school is looking for more belp. I would like I i . wtdmﬂmem,mmms e

or Ed Chius says that he would

like to see the entire amount used for tax relief.
“’lhebonrdofedncdonshouldmememoney for tax

poorer urban districts up to par with their richer suburban
counterparts. Under the act, t municipalities are eligible
for a five percent increase in state aid. act would take
effect next mber.

School superintendent Walter Fine says that he would like
to see an expansion of programs which the schools recently
instituted, many of which were praised by the state.

: relief and should make the consolidation of buildi
revenue going towards the school budget, many : e tion of buildings a
Hobakenic think hat shoriage of money is ot the pro> B oo bt o e wiag e money

As part of the Quality Education Act, an extemal review T 528 that he feels that after the Nov. 6 election, the
team recently reviewed the Hoboken school system and
detailed areas that the state wants to see improved. While
the report praised the school for introducing new innovative

mittee to Save Hoboken formed
in the wake of the referendum
election and filed suit to have the
results changed because of what
they called “yoting ir-
J

things happen in Hoboken,”
authority spokesman Armando
Arrastia said yesterday. “Right
now, it's too early to tell.”

continued on page 7

money we'll be getting. I'm very concerned about that. Our  England described his role in sitting in on the meetings

school budget is going to encumber quite a few additional (hat of a “fly on the wall.”

expenses in the 1991-92 school year.” : “I think I'm familiar with the school budget and I «
According to Toscano, school spending will increase by $6 plant the seeds for intelligent questions to be raised,”

million “before we can even by a pencil.” Those increase gaid,

will come from $1.5 million in pension and social security “My personal goal is $2 million (for tax relief). Wheth

costs, approximately $2.5 million in raises — per the latest can pull it off, I don't know,” England said.

teacher's contract — and $1.2 million in insurance. England says that the city council will be looking fc
In the meantime, the board will begin its budget meetings “bare bones budget.

on Dec. 3rd. Councilmember Richard England, a former “Even those members of the council who are employee

board trustee and president, the Hoboken Board of Education (Councilmembers Ed:

will be the liaison for the city council during those meet- Duroy and Richard Del Boccio) are saying they wan

i barebones budget,” England said.

land will be sitting in on the meetings, he  The-budget will go before voters in the spring sch.
participate in the creation of the budget. elections and if defeated, will go before the city council.
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from cover )
state will be more receptive towards using the money for tax
lief. )
l.e“;udging from the Govemor's speeches this month and
from comments I've seen in the papers, they want the
money spent for tax relief, rather than infusing all that
into new programs at once.
m;::lyd T:Btee l&ut Toscano says that the board of educa-
tion should not start counting state money before it ammives
for other reasons besides the possibility that some of it may
ards tax relief. Pt
;owmlow money is an assumption right now,” he said. “Florio mﬁthoqh
isddngsomesideneptnowamlnooneknowﬂnwmuch will not

* members who allowed their mem-
berships 10 lapse after the initial
$100 membership fee are consider-

_Ang legal action against TAR.

* Several tenants say they joined
TAR and paid the first of several

. fees, which were levied to pay TAR

. attorney Ray Korona, but not the
subsequent fees. Since the $55,000
“benefits -only . current TAR mem-
bers, these people will not see any
money. ‘

The heralded - conclusion of

Marineview legal battles may tum

out to be merely a pause to regroup.

MARINEVIEW
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handled through the court systems.
It’s inconceivable that anyone could
sidestep” paying legally due
moneys.

Lisa said that there may be legal
action forthcoming, “not to set
-aside the decision in favor of TAR,”
but because of questions “about the
validity of the agreement between
TAR and the housing company.”

\ Also, reportedly, former TAR

Violators, beware!

Hoboken is hiking parking fines

T 0o
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By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN — For the first time in a
decade, the cost of breaking the city’s
parking regulations is scheduled to climb.

The City Council is expected to adopt
wholesale fine increases at its meeting
tonight. Officials believe the new fines —
to take effect Dec. 23 — could boost revenue
by at least $500,000 next year.

At the same time, they said, stiffer
penalties should force persistent violatqrs
to obey the parking rules, leaving city
streets cleaner and less crowded.

$15 to $20.

“Hopefully, a bigger fine will
keep these people from using our
streets as a parking lot,” he said.

| “As it is now, it's cheaper for
them to take the ticket than put
their car in a garage. And it keeps
us from sweeping our streets.”

holds here,” Aiello said. “People are pa.rl’(-
ing everywhere there’s a spot, whether it’s
legal or not. I had hoped to bump the
double parking fine up to $35, but some
people thought that was too m'}xch. Now
that would be a real deterrent. '

In addition to the tickets issued by police
officers, parking enforcement agents
wrote nearly 100,000 for violation of the
city’s alternate side of the street regu-
lations. Most of the tickets went to out-of-
towners, Goldsack said. ;

The cost of those violations will rise from

Fines for overtime meter parking and
parking in a prohibited area, for example,
would go from $5 to $10.

If the new penalties are approved, cars
left in front of fire hydrants will earn their
owners $35 tickets, as opposed to the
current $15 fine. The fine for double park-
ing will rise from $5 to $15.

Double parking is one of the most serious
problems plaguing the city, according to
Lt. John Aiello, head of the police depart-
ment’s traffic division. About half of the
148,000 tickets written by city police of-
ficers last year was for double parking.

“We have seven cars for every 10 house-

“When it comes to tickets, people here
have had a pretty good deal for a long
time,” said city Finance Director Nicholas
Goldsack. “After 10 years, we thought it
was about time to make increases.”

Goldsack said the city took in about $1.5
million in parking violation fines this year
and last year. Hiking the fines could push
that figure up to $2 million — and help
officials keep taxes from rising next year,
Goldsack said.

In most cases, fines are scheduled to
jump by $5. With many violations now
carrying a $5 price tag, that means a 100
percent increase.

p gives workers a bitter taste

“We feel very good about this

The fine for neglecting to feed a
meter in Hoboken could

parking
jump to $10.

—
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Maxwell House

offering 40 jobs

There will be a job, if not a pot of gold, at the end of the
rainbow for 40 of the 650 workers at Maxwell House's
doomed Hoboken plant.

Despite a sluggish economy, Maxwell House plans to be-

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

The final agreement for Maxwell
House workers who will be laid off
when the Hoboken plant closes re-
quires them to sign a release ﬁjomng
the company from all legal claims

“It’'s sounds like blackmail to me,”
said a veteran worker

The plant closing agreement de-
tailing severance pay and other bene-
fits was announced yesterday by Max-
well House management and union
representatives.

They must release Maxwell House from legal claims

The agreement requires employ-
ees to sign a disclaimer when they
receive their severance pay.

The clause reads: “As an addition-
al condition, an employee must sign a
written general release on form desig-
nated by the employer, of an,\:_and all
claims against the employer.

That clause does not bar employ-
ees from legal recourse for compensa-
tion for a work-related injury or

health condition but keeps them from
challenging the financial benefits and
bonuses offered in the closing agree-
ment, according to Nan Redmond,
spokeswoman for General Foods, par-
ent company of Maxwell House.

“It releases the company of any
possible legalities pertaining to that
agreement. In other words, the em-
ployee couldn't take severance allow-
ance and so forth and come back and

say that it was not a fair agreement,”
Redmond said. “Any kind of illness or
injury is in a separate category.”
Scheduled meetings with the 400
hourly wage-earners to explain the
new pact were canceled unexpectedly
after Leo Cinaglia, president of Unit-
ed Food and Commercial Workers Lo-
cal 56, was unable to attend because
of an ulcerated retina, said union
spokesman Mike Shannon.

agreement,” said Plant Manager Bert
Quarfordt. “We believe it fulfills Max-
well House's promise to provide a
wide-ranging program of transitional
support for employees.”

While many plant workers had not
seen the seven-page agreement,
signed last week by Quarfordt and
Cinaglia, those who had rated it from
“It sucks” to “Not bad” or “It's better
than nothing.”

“They are giving what the contract

See MAXWELL HOUSE — Page 4

Maxwell House severance pay linked to releases

gin work on a $30 million expansion of its Jacksonville, Fla.,
plant in January or February, a company official said.

Workers at the Hoboken plant have been promised first
crack at any jobs at the Florida plant which should become
available next summer.

The Jacksonville plant “beat out” the Hoboken facility.
earlier this year in a massive union contract concessions
sweepstakes.

Stephen C. Hornik, business representative for United
Food Commercial Workers Local 56 in Hoboken, said many
workers have expressed a desire to move to Jacksonville but
believes some will change their minds.

As part of $4.8 million concession to encourage Maxwell
House to stay in Jacksonville, the state of Florida is provid-
ing $1.8 million for a new bridge and entrance to the plant
near downtown Jacksonville.

In Jacksonville, plant manager James Reese told The As-
sociated Press, “We're moving right along.” .
Reese said a contractor has not been selected but work

Continved from Page 1
offered plus a little more.” said Chris
Byrnes, a boiler operator with more
tham 35 years on the job.

s“They could have done a heckof a

er,” he added.
- ""efl\tt]ot of people worked for Max
well House right from high school and
they are falling through the cracks
they're hurting” said Byrnes, who
said he is getting all the benefits be
cause he is over 55
Biit a veteran employee who will

be a month shy of 55 when the plant

closes March 24, 1992 said hg" will not
be eligible for a monthly stipend the
company offers employees who are
not eligible for Social Security. The
bonus would have added $300 to his
$500 monthly pension, he said

The closing agreement 1S predi
cated on the condition that emplovees
remain on the job until their termina-
tion date. Kraft General Foods an
nounced in June it would close the
Hoboken plant because of a decline in

ffee consumption
Employees who leave their jobs

before their scheduled termination
date but with the permission of the
company will receive half their sever-
ance pay. Employees who leave with-
out notice forfeit any bonus or sever-
ance pay. :

Severance pay or termination al-
lowance is calculated by age and
seniority

Employees between 48 and 55
with 25 years service will receive an
additional bonus of $10,250, according
to the agreement

Employees with

less than five

years senority will receive a six-week
bonus if they work until their termina-
tion date. A 10-week bonus will be
given to employees covered by the
contract if they work until the plant
closes.

The company will extend medical
coverage for three months bevond the
plant closing

The company may extend medical
insurance beyond that for retiring em
ployees, but that issue is still under
review said Redmond.

The company will offer early re

tirement with a bonus of $15,000 but
those employees will not be eligible
for stay-on bonuses. i

A training refund program giv
workers $2,500 reimbursement
courses approved by the company ahd
completed by July 1, 1992 is also
offered

Employees accepting transfer to
another company owned by Kraft Gen-
eral Foods or parent company Philip
Morris will not be entitled to termina-
tion allowance or stay-on bonus but
will be given $3.000 for re location.

should take most of the year to complete.

Maxwell House's parent company, General Foods USA,
announced in June that it would keep the Jacksonville proc-
essing plant open and close the plant in Hoboken because of

excess capacity at the two East

Coast factories.

The company will begin the first round of layoffs in Ho-

bokenJune 1.
The final workers will be la
plant shuts down.

id off in March 1992 when the

The Jacksonville Maxwell House plant now has about 360

employees




School Board hears from angry parents -~

Meeting becomes shouting match over school cIosirigs

By Joha M. Cropley ff[ boAen/ e ForZer 1

tapockedae_ssionofﬂxuoboh:nSchoo!Boud
Tuesday evening, scores of parents voiced concerns
over the board’s undisclosed plans to consolidate
the system's buildings. Most of the criticism was from
Fourth Ward parents whose children attend Connors School,
which Board of Bducation sources say needs most to be

rt%;oed or rebuilt.

meeting'smmomwushlnvyto hear discussion on a
Alicea that would set aside
any proceeds from the sale of :cboolbmldmyfordrmpm
or ‘replacement -of Connors, which has outdated

motion made by Trustee

make their views heard.
"As a
to the

wiring, inadequate toilet facilities and no gymnasium

A very vocal and not particularly friendly
~characterized by Superintendent Walter
their hemming and hawing while waiting two hours for the
trustees (o discuss the motion—seized the opportunity to

: my main concem is what's going to

ildren while Connors is being repaired,” Mi
Russo said, her statements cheered by others in the room.
Many of the audience members pointed out that Rue School
was closed for renovation a few years ago and now is going
to be sold. They worried that the same fate might be suffered

FASES 27,

third graders in Kealey and Calabro, all of the fourth ¢
through seventh graders in Demarest and Wallace, and all of
the eighth graders in Hoboken High School. <

After a moment of stunned silence, the parents shouted
“no!" almost in unison and began to argue with the Trustees.

There are

lectrical

ofm
as role, for

As Thanksgiving approached, legends
came to mind of Colonial American
-2 children walking miles through the
snow 10 go to a one room school house,
which their parents paid for by donating
a few bushels of corn to the headmaster.
Now,children walk a few blocks to
schools that cost over $10,000 per
student per year and climbing. It made
one appreciate America’s progress.

progress.

by Connors, the most geographically isolated school in the

system, forcing their children to walk farther.

They demanded to know the full extent of the Board's
plans, complaining of a lack of official communication on
the subject. Trustee Marc Toscano reported that the plan
being studied most closely would put all of the pre-K o

Hobok

i N |

3o

By Kaki Kozelek

Journal correspondent

lem is “up to the teachers union and the

Board of Education.”

Against a backdrop of economic woes,
the Hoboken City Council met in special
session last night to further hash out a plan
to meet the expected $14.5 million deficit

in the 1991 budget.

It was the second in a series of meet-
ings to be held through December.

The Board of Education and the Fire
Department were cited in particular as

being bloated.

“We have a very senior teaching staff,
all earning top salary,” said Councilman
Thomas Newman. He pointed out that de-
clining enrollment in the schools has re-
sulted in smaller classes.

“We just can’t have a high-paid staff as
well as a high teacher-to-student ratio.”

Newman said that solving this prob-

hours a
a year?”

"l don't like the idea of children being shuffled around
without input from the parents,” one said. ﬁc

Eventually, Alicea’s resolution was withdrawn. According
to Board Vice President Geraldine Pantoliano, the various
schools’ on-site management teams--which parents par-

However, Councilman Richard F. En-
gland lamented that the Board of Educa-
tion is not eager to be “helped” with its
budget by the City Councuil.

Newman also hinted that the Fire De-
partment may be overstaffed in light of
Hoboken’s fire protection needs.

“Do we really need 31 firefighters (in-
cluding administrators) on the payroll 24
for two to three two-alarm fires

asked. “It’s very expensive.
We're essentially standing around waiting
for something to happen”.

Earlier in the meeting, Fire Chief
Richard R. Tremitiedi met with council

percent
roent
a

ipate in—will belp assemblie a plan for closing schools. "1
rstand their concems,” Pantoliano said. "If they don't
want it [a particular scl>901 closing], I don't want it*
presently six operating elemen schools i
Hoboken. Their enrollment is less%han hﬂfﬁu dedg
capacity, and for the eldest four, aging ungracefully, main-
tenance and heating costs are staggering. Trustees have said
some consolidation is unavoidable, in light of the schools’
_record $34 million budget and local and regional economic
Pmblgns. Equally unavoidable is parent outcry. Rather than
not in my backyard,” as
dumpathfcry in Hoboken will no doubt be "not our of my
gadyud,m ‘when the neighborhood school is proposed to be
As ‘Thanksgiving
Colonial American
to a one-room schoolhouse which their parents paid for b
donating a few bushels of com to thephendmgtcr. Now):
children walk a few blocks to schools that cost over $10,000
per student per year. It made one appreciate America’s

people say to prisons or garbage

ached, Jegends came to mind of
dren walking miles through the snow

In other business, standardized test results were reviewed

Ninth grade High School Proficiency Test scores rose to 71

in 1990, up from 59 percent in 1989 and 53

in 1988. Grade six and three basic skills test scores

ve shown comparable improvement since the institution
of level three state monitoring in the mid-1980's.

en council seeks places to cut

should be explored,” he said.

However, when asked if the City Coun-

cil can provide funds for training fire-
fighters, Peggy Thomas, head of the Com-
munity Development Association, said
such a service would duplicate what is
already provided by the volunteer corp.
Tremitiedi also addressed the council
on controlling overcrowding in Hoboken’s
more popular bars and restaurants.
“Dangerous and unlawful siatuations”
may currently exist and the fire
ment plans to contact all Hoboken bars
and restaurants about complying with le-

gal occupancy limits, he said.

- He added that the department plans to
implement a system of spot checks and

Hoboken
tavern

under fire
But city's ABC rules

there’s no evidence

By Joy Jacobs

Journal correspondent
ARgry & el ?esidents

complained about a local bar
at an Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission hearing Jast night, but
got no satisfaction because
they had no proof.

The hearing came in the
wake of residents’ compaints
@hat their community is becom-
ing a “weekend party town”
and that many patrons of local
bars and clubs are disruptive.

Tempers flared and voices
were raised as more than 50
complained about recent inei-
dents of noise and rowdiness
around the area of Billabong’s,
atavern at 13th Street and Park
Avenue.

“This hearing came about
becaqse people were becoming
very irate,” said Nicholas De-
Trizio, an ABC commissioner.
“We wanted to find out what
u_le_ board could do to answer
citizens' complaints. If nothing
is documented, nothing can be
done. Hopefully, we can come
to some agreement in a meet-
ing with police, the city coun-
cil, and the public.”

‘He said the ABC could take
action against the bar only if

See NEIGHBORS — Page 4

Hoboken is becoming
a weekend party town

for yo

By Jo-Ann Moriarty
Journal staff writer

Hoboken is becoming a
weekend hot spot for out-of-
towners who have discovered
that the Mile Square City is a
safe place to have a fun time.

But some of the thousands
of youths exiting the city at 3
am. on Friday and Saturday
nights leave behind a trail of
toppled trash cans, a stream of
obscenities and puddles of
urine.

Several local residents
who talked to The Jersey Jour-
nal complained about women
urinating in the middle of city
streets, an activity Tolice Capt.
Carmen LaBruno said he has
seen on Washington Street.

“l grabbed one kid on
Eighth Street who had thrown
around trash cans from 14th
Street,” LaBruno said.

“We turned around and he
picked up every can he threw.
He had a choice. Do that or get
arrested,” LaBruno said.

Within the past year, it has
become apparent to law en-
forcement officers and local
residents that the city is draw-
ing weekend partying.

“It is a mecca for young
persons,” said LaBruno, add-
ing, “In a two-block area, there
are 3,000 people under 25
drinking.”

There has been an increase
in active liquor licenses and
many of them are being trans-

and restless

ferred to the Downtown area
near the PATH station, says
Law Director Eugene
0'Connell.

“Hoboken has a lot of nice
taverns and restaurants, and it
has the reputation of being a
nice community. People come
here because they know it is a
nice town,” 0'Connell said

“We don't want anything to
get out of hand,” he said.

“You can dance with
a lampshade on your
head, but if you spill
a beer on someone,

you're out of here.”

Manager of Harrigan's tavern

Michael Acciardi, who
manages a new bar, Shooters,
for his wife, Lisa Ferrick,
agrees Hoboken has a reputa-
tion as a safe, fun place. The
bar, located two blocks from
the PATH, has an occupancy
limit of 637 people.

Acciardi figures that 60
percent of his clientele is from
out of town and that many are
New Yorkers.

“There is a New York atmo-
sphere in this town. That's
what's going on. You have to
wait in line to get in here,” said

See PARTY — Page 4

members to discuss training firefighters in
emergency medical services.

“Something like this would be cost-
effective for the fire department and

education to try to prevent occurences
such as the Happy Land Social Club inci-

people died in a fire.

dent in the Bronx, in which more than 80

Neighbors complain of overflowing tavern

Continued from Page 1

the owners violated local statutes. “People
are coming out of the side door with beer
bottles and then there's glass all over the
street,” said a resident.

Other residents complained of drunk-
en patrons of the bar ringing doorbells in
the neighborhood around 3 a.m. Several

people complained of the spill-over of bar

Part-time security

patrons crowding the streets.

Bar owner Maurice Skerritt of Long
Island took issue with the major com-
plaint. “The main complaint is that people
are leaving the bar with drinks,” Skerritt
said. “It’s absolutely impossible for people
to get past the bouncers (with drinks).”

He said he doubted if anyone could
leave the bar by the side door because

bouncers are stationed there.

Residents were adamant that police
were not doing anything to help the situa-
tion. No police records or summonses
could be produced to support the

complaints.

Hoboken cops

lose tavern jobs

Wslareh 1las

o

By EDWARD K. SHANAHAN
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN - City police of-
ficers can no longer hold part-
time security jobs at local taverns
while off-duty, the city’s Legal
Department sagu.

City Law Director Eugene
O’'Connell said state law forces
the city to bar such moonlighting.

But a police superior and police
union officers blasted the new
regulation, saying it would pull
uniformed officers off the streets
during weekend nights when
they are most needed to keep an
eye on rowdy bar-hoppers.

“What it means is we're going
to have eight less cops out there
on Fridays and Saturdays,” said
Capt. Carmen LaBruno. “Right
now, we're getting about 3,000
people under the age of 25 packed

into a two-block area on weekend
nights. We certainly don't need
less cops out there.”

About eight bars in the city
employ an off-duty officer to work
an outside security detail late
Fridays and Saturdavs.

Bar owners pay the officers
about $15 per hour to stand
outside and keep pedestrian traf-
fic moving and noise to a mini-
mum from about 11:30 p.m. until
3:30 am.

O’Connell said the city poten-
tially could be held liable for the
actions of an off-duty officer work-
ing as a club security guard.

“There haven’t been any prob-
lems so far,” O’Connell said.
“But if there was some kind of
disturbance, and a bar patron
sued an officer, the city could be

Please see COPS Page 18

practice illegal under state law.

Urban

o v K 7]~

By John A. Oswald
Journal staffl writer

Jersey City Mayor Gerald McCann
and Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli
joined a group of urban mayors yes-
terday to mount a political counter-
attack against efforts to dismantle
Gov. Jim Florio’s Quality Education

Act.

At a meeting convened by Mayor
Thomas Dunn of Elizabeth, McCann,
Pasculli and a dozen representatives
of the state’s poorer school districts
complained bitterly about the New
Jersey Education Association’s fight

legislators.

signed into law July 3.

funding reduced.

against the QEA and what they saw as
a possible retreat on the part of for-
merly “courageous” Democratic state

The QEA bill went through the
Legislature in the first six months of
Florio's term, passing on June 21 and

it increases aid to the 30 poorest
school districts in the state and re-
duces and eventually discontinues
aid to 108 wealthy districts. Most of
the other districts will have state

The mayors also agreed to call for
hearings around the state on the law

vear.

itself and possible revisions.
McCann said the group of urban
mayors, whose municipalities stand
to benefit economically next year
from the act, will meet with Florio
next week to let him know they do not
want the measure altered. act.
“We just want to make sure that
they understand that there are two
sides to this thing. So far they have
heard from suburban mayors, but
they have not heard anything from the
urban mayors,” McCann said. His city
is set to reap as much as $40 million in
additional aid in the 199192 school

“It appears there is strong sup-
port among the urban mayors to rees-
tablish their support for the Quality
Education Act,” Pasculli said. Hobo-
ken is set to receive some $4 million
in additional aid the first year of the

“This represents a direct benefit
to the taxpayers in urban communi-
ties.” he added. Also attending yester-
day's session was a representative of
Union City Mayor Robert Menendez.

Jersey City, Hoboken and Union
City all experienced double digit
property tax hikes in 1990, and politi-

Shooters Saloon at Newark and River streets in Hoboken is one of several such establishments that hg
employed off-duty city police officers for weekend security. The city's law director now has ruled

| COPS
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on the hook for a lot of money.

“It’s gotten to the point where
we needed a regulation,” he said.
“I'm sure it's not going to make
everybody happy, but that's the
law.”

In the last six months, the city
has flourished as the night life
capital of Hudson County, with
new taverns opening almost
monthly and out-of-towners fill-
ing every parking space and bar
stool.

Many residemts have com-
plained to police about the
boisterous crowds that stream
from the bars at closing time.
Police have issued summonses to
several of the newer establish-
ments for failing to control their
clientele,

For that reason, the Police De-
partment has encouraged off

duty officers to work security jobs
at taverns.

“I'm a little disappointed in
this decigion,” said John O'Con-
nor, who owns the Down Under
nightclub on Washington Street
and was one of the first to employ
an off-duty officer about a year
ago. “I think having a uniformed
officer working outside definitely
had a deterrent effect on people
who might have thought about
causing trouble.”

John Rutkowski, president of
the PBA, Local 2, said city resi-
dents are going to be the real
losers under the new regulation.

“The department is short of
manpower as it is,” Rutkowski
said. “We're out there making
sure the neighborhoods are safe.
And we're doing it at no cost to
the city.””

DON SMITH THE HUDSON DISPATCH

cians in all three municipalities are

mayors unite to keep school money

hoping for tax rtelief next year
through Florio’s act.

Bo?t‘h McCann and Pasculli said
they would fight against any watering
down of the QEA, arguing any alterna-
tive may violate the state Supreme
Court Abbott v. Burke ruling that
found the state’s financing fo_rmula
was unconstitutional as applied to
poorer urban districts.

“The Quality Education Act was
rushed through because Florio could
see opposition mounting,” said llgrn-
lyn J. Morheuser of the Education

See MUNICIPALITIES — Page §

Municipalities could benefit from Florio school law

Continued from Page 1
Law Center Inc., who ad-
dressed yesterday's mayors
meeting in Elizabeth.

Morheuser was the lead at-
torney in the Abbott v. Burke
case

Under Florio's act, dis
tricts would contribute to
teacher pensions, but a bill in
troduced by Assembly Minority
leader Chuck Haytaian R-War
ren, would return those costs to

the state :

This bill is a cruel, mean
spirited and racist proposa
dedicated to the further de
struction of the urban cit

school system,” Dunn said

Haytaian said Tuesday, “1
don’t see how shifting the costs
of pensions and Social Security
to the state will cause racial
disharmony.”

Haytaian, many municipal-
ities and the NJEA contend
property taxes will rise to cov-
er pensions

Ms. Morheuser, whose
group wants pension funding
returned to individual dis-
tricts, said the $900 million
pension fund is a quarter of :jlll
state money being spent for
education

With the state paying the
benefits, more state
d goes to wealthier districts,

pension

where teachers retire at a high-
er salary and where there are
more teachers per pupil,” she
said

Senate Republicans, led by
Sen. John H. Dorsey, R-Morris,
also are proposing changing
the school funding formula and
making the state responsible
for teachers’ pension and So-
cial Security payments.

The governor's office Tues-
day released an analysis of the
Dorsey plan

The analysis said that “the

GOP proposal would bring sub-
stantial increases in property
taxes statewide — an estimated
$563 million or $523 million

more than the Quality Educa-
tion Act if school budgets in-
creased at 8.5 percent.”

The tax increases would af-
fect every county, but especial-
ly hard hit would be Bergen
($42 million), Burlington ($33
million), Camden ($35 million),
Essex ($78 million), Middlesex
($54 million), Monmouth ($51
million), Morris ($31 million),
and Ocean ($33 million), said
Tom Corcoran, who conducted
the analysis.

McCann, whose school dis-
trict is the first in the nation to
be taken over by a state govern-
ment, was designated com-
mander of the counterattack.

=

“Our culprit is the teach-
er's union. We have to have the
political will to recognize it,”
McCann said.

The NJEA's main concern
is pushing salaries up, and one
of the main problems facing
school districts and urban ar-
eas is the demand by teachers
for higher salaries, he said.

Many in the audience of
school administrators and
aides, as well as the mayors
and business administrators,
gave McCann a standing
ovation.

Pemberton Township May-
or Jean Dwane joined the
chorus of anti-teacher rhetoric,

condemning teachers for
“pringing politics into
teaching.”

Reached later for com-
ment, NJEA spokeswoman Ka-
ren Joseph responded with a
guote from association presi-
dent Betty Kraemer, “When
politics gets out of education,
education will get out of
politics.”

“We never said the poorer
districts don't need more mon-
ey.

“But does that mean we no
longer address the needs of the
other children because of the
30 special needs districts?” Jo-
seph said

Party crowd disturbs

Hoboken’s

Continued from Page 1

Acciardi.

“People come here be-
cause it’s New Jersey, they
know it's safe. They go across
the river to New York to get
mugged.”

Open just a month, the own-
ers have received five sum-
monses from police for violat-
ing state ligquor laws,
specifically allowing an act of
violence within an establish-
ment and serving fo intoxicat
ed persons. -

The city tried to shut the
bar the night before v~
ing but was prevented by a Su-
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